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how to correct the Immorality and ' 

Jacobinism of the present Age, and at • 

the same time increase the Revenue. *. 

• 
^dvice to the Lovely Cypriam, and tc> ' 

^the Fair Sex in general, how to jwas 
the^ Lives in future to their better 
Satijifactlon, and to enjoy with Dis- 
cretion the three Caitfinal Virtues. 

pn Matrimony, Compulsive Wedlock, 
and on Polygamy. 

On the Misery of Female Prostitution. 
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: V/^'>P^ V'J*1 0<jf » and her cruel In- 

^ • ft4ili<y'«Ad idldpcinait with a Ti»- 

AndaTCatory of the Kiag^ IknchPxb 
son, written by the Author durii^ 
his Custody under the Bfanbal of that 
Prison, dcKriptive of the Mlicriei en- 
dured by the Prisonew, and the ex- 
travagant Expence incident to ihcir 
ConfioeAcnt. 
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-Oy my return to England I immediate* 
ly joined my regiment, the first regiment 
of guards^ in which I Was an^ ensign. 1 
jmay, with truth, say, that I knew, my 
iluty better than nine eiisigns in ten, at 
their debut on the parade at Whitehall ; 
for I not only was acquainted with tlie 
common parade-duty, but absolutely 
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kn?w ^e manoeuvre of a battalion ; for 
I had made my profession my study, and 
was devoutly attached to a military life. 



I was almost instantly launched into 
the great world, and introduced into the 
most distinguished campahies in this 
country.:.; When-, first.! trod the paths of 
pleasure i» ;thi§. £4y;;idWn, my country 
was arrived ^atth^Vci^r height of national 
grandeuil' ihi^U as yet on the de- 
<^ne- She was powwful, and respected 
all over the world; both her fleets and 
armies were victorioiis whcrcvi^t they 
went; tfce cotmtry was rjch> from many 
yeani' peacd> aft€f a gIiNi(!ffi^ seif-en years' 
war. it wiasth«ntfeatcOtT6at:38rifain, fe 
the hour of heriasdence^*, ^rew the Jea^ 



-• ^ 



^ Vide Governor Johnson s speech on the Ameri- 



can wan 
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Ipiisjr ,a^ vengeanee* bf the, £iirdp(«m 
powers. Th^re Was abiui4aoce . in every 
part : the necessaries of life were at tt 
.moderate price ; the. people were haf^y^ 
joyfulj aiid^ conteiited : the middle mah 
then livqd weU ; the noh^ty and ^0^ 
men wer^ ki g^ieral in a state of opu- 
lence; and there was scarcely siuch a 
thing to be JseeH in the land as a poor 
geiitleman. England then basked i|i . the 
sunshinCj from the vigorous and sUccqs(^ 
^ul measures of the great Mr. Pitt^ who 
wielded ^e deipqcracy of J^kiglai^ io pqe 
hsMod^ and sino^e the House of Boqrbon 
with the;other. , He guided the aiS^irs pf 
. this, caaatry ip war with munly vigour, 
^d iti negotiation wlt^ sincerity^ ever 
jscorniitt; tiiose political refinements of 
which others yjs^nly boast : sincerity he 
ever took for his £uide^ and his country's 



honour for his glory : his fame did not 
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•consist in triuraphiftg, in a speech of four 
hours, over a fallen foe, in the- senate, 
•but in victoty over a foreign enemy : he 
was dreaded abroad, and loved at home. 
The riiagnificencei elegance, splendour, 
-and extravagance of the times cannot be 
described. To frequent the polite cir- 
cle* in those days, a young man must 
have been polite, well bred, well educat- 
ed, and well dressed : they seldom camfe 
into the world till one-and-twenty, and 
liot till they had travelled/ or been in 
some foreign country, for a couple of 
years at least. It 'is of the greatest uti- 
lity for a young liian to-be absent in a 
foreign country for a considerable time. 
Abroad, he must b^hive well, and be po- 
lite in company, or he will have half-a- 
dozfcn swords through his body in a week, 
which will soon teach him good breed- 
ing, better than any thing else I am ac- 






<|ii^ted with. In tkete days, young 
meii are thrown into /the world between 
fourteen and fifteen ytaxs of age^ from 
EtcMi or Westmirister dchool> with their 

young tnan may now come in to a itdys 
a^seiQ|)ly .or.hall-Troom, bea^ or tail fore* 
mo^^ fn a.trot^ a,walki ^f acaiiter~*it 19 
<all the same; and if he behave ever so 
rvde, it i§ mily looked upon a3 > lev;^^ of 
youth. If a gentleman in these, days has 
but a few guineas in his purse, and will 
.walk directly up to the Faro*tab||e, he 
will be the most welcome guest in. the 
house: it is not necessary for him tQ 
speak, or even;bow> to a smglejady in 
the room, unkss some unfortunate wo« 
joim at the gaming-table ask him politely 
for the loan of a few guineas : then his 

• _ a 

vEuswer need be but short—" No, Dolly, 
no ; can't ;'* for this ever will be received 

B 3 



fts witj thottgh'thc'liii&rtunaie lady*s bd^ 
^oa> ihs^y hi b^viri^,tnot fronfrtHe tenderer 
p&$»lojals, tut witti grief arid despair at 
hfa>iiig lost the liast farthing. * • 

; r » . . 

.1 • • : • 

' .When I first came inta.the world there 

• » • < . « 

was no stMih 4hing its a Faro-tsAle admit* 

ied intd'thehouj^ of a woman of fashion-: , 

fei ftose ^^they hinl too much pride to 

re*iv^-t¥iMte * from ^lie *i)#6pti^tor of 

sueh a marine. In formef' times* there was 

4 • ' • » 

*io such thing in all London as gaming at 

k- private house, although there was more 

deep* play at the clubs at that time jkhan 

• • • > • - 

etef was' before or his been since. It is 

- •  , t 

lainentahle to Aed lonely woman destroy* 

irig her health and beauty at six o*clocl: 

In the morning at a gaming-table. Can 



•  - > - , 



. * In some houses^ in this age, the lady of ihe house 
is paid fifty guineas each night by the proprietor of the 

* 

Faro-table. 
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:mx Woijian i^pect to give to htfr hus- 
,l^p^ ^ y^4^us and bcaltttj^r pfispiing, 
:^hps^ 9^ti)d^ ;vght afttt .night, i$ thus 
.^istradedi md ^ hose body is relaxed hy 
anjciety ^nd the fat^e of late hours i It 
is . ippposaibi)?- Beaides, there is a greater 
evil attendant on such practices. Gaming 
and liquor have debauched more women 
.thai^^ the $o)icitatio;is of the whole mot 
. of man. To appear in company, it wa^ 
necessary to be full-dressed: no per&on 
wore a frCick in the evening ; a drcffi^ 
.coat> bag# and sword was coostantly 
worn ey^n at the playhouse; and no 
gjentleman eyer attempted to go into the 
^ i^de*boxes in boots. There were no im- 
pertinent box-lobby loungers in those 
days, to insult women as they pass, axid 
«»^di$turb the performance. Every man 
then, though not full-dressed, but only 

a 4 



in a plain frock, -Wore a sword. Ifmirt 
se«Mi.6ne or two impertinent Teilaws 
draXvn upon 'irfimediately*> and stuck up 
against the bdx-dbor. Now; every bar- 
ber dresses as well as a gentleMao-^ and 

'  ' • • • 

rdrds of address^ evtry night almoi^> * are 
'"reci|>rocaIly exGh4Dg^ at^ the pkyhMtse 
betweeil the apprentices^^ a tauslin-seller 
and a maii-milKner, who all trei*- cottlc- 
ades^ aqd pass for officers.---Asforiniy- 
-self, 1 was: extremely extravagaht in my 
•dress.-;- For one winter's dr^ss-cioth^s 
dnly, it cost me nine Hundred pounds. 
This extravagance is likely to astonish 
'.the teader : but whit, in my. opanioq^ 
- i^buld strike him' with more wxxnder/ iv 
ithat L absolutely paidthe tailor : this ex-: 
pence was only for dress-suits. I em- 
ployed other tailors to furnish servanttln 
clothes, and morning and hunting fiocks, 
&c. for myself. 



I was always' handsomely^ dressed at 
e^^erjJ hutb^My : Imt for bne in particu- 

. ► r • • • f 

larl put myself to a Very great expc*nce, 
Tiavin^ two siiits for tibSat day. My mom- 
ing vestments cost me near-eigfaty pounds, 
and th6a& for - the ball above one'^hun- 
dred and ei^ty.' If; wm a satin* coat 

r » • » • t 

brdd^'en pldiitit i^ti* Jes coutUrei; and 
Hie first satlrt coat* that hatf ever made 
•its appearaifce in: this country. I^ortly 
' after, satin^dress' clothes became common 
amongst well-dressed men.^ Great officei^ 
"of^ state are in honoUr compelled to appear 
in a handsome suit of clothes lat the birth- 
dary^ of their king: it is but a small part 
ofth^ gratitude and duty they owe to 
their sovereign, for the dignified situa- 
tions he has given them, to attend on his 
;on. I had no office of emolument, 
advantage, or trust about his Majesty's 
person, excepting an ensigncy in the first 
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Tegitoeotrpf foot^guards^ the emolumonts 

of whjycl^ did nok, then amount %% fpur 

A. ' 

shillings per day ; whidi daily pay would 

^ ' . . «. 

not faa^e paid my tailor his charges of (me 
sitigle button and button*hole to my gala 
suit** J was of opinion that I could not 
pay ray sovereign greater respect than by 

.ed at the birth-day ; and I trust his Mar 

» 

jcsty thought well of it. As silence gives, 
consent, I am entitled to put a favourable 
construction on it; for, from the very 
moment I came into the guards as €»>- 
si^, to the day I went to the American 
war, and. to ^s hour, after having served 
my king and country faithfully for xren 



* Did I say a button and butten-hqle? The very 
3titching of a button -hole in those days cost me n^ce : 
and the embroidered gold-clocks to my stocking5?, 
with which I never failed to appear at a ball or gala- 
day, cost me a much larger sum. 



at 

toil^ yeait, 1 never have been honoured 
^th lyie ' woid fron\ hi$ Majesty's Hps. 

' . I never ynB fond of cards or dice, nor 
evet* piayed' for any conttderaUe sn(n of 
tnoney ; at leasts no ^rther than the 
' * - f4sl|ioci ' of the limes compelled '^ me. I 
C^i^^; ^faowever^ no snerit - whiatever for 

• • • 

; .^ atejtabi^nig from pfoy^ as it afforded me no 
l:'j;'V-^«aure: tf it had, I certainly sbobid 
- * iSiaVe gratified that passion, as I have done 
gome ptheiiis. But the turf I was pa$sion«- 
ately fond of^ atid indulged that ple&sure 
to a very great extent, 1 o;icq Stood 
three thousai»l guineas 4>n ohe races 
Shark against Leviathan; and woq it-: 
my confederate^ Mr. Robert Pigott, stood 
£ve thousand on the event. I was a 
liOnsiderable gainer by Ae turf, notwith- 
standing the enormous espence of keep- 
tng running-horses in those days ; a^ every 

6 
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horse in tmining, at Newmarket, cost the 
owner between eighty and ninety poiiit<b 
a-year, if not moved from that plaice; 
but if he travelled the country, it was 
computed^ to clear himself, . he must y9ia 
tbreq fifty-pound plates during tji^ $ttiir<'* " 
mec; rTo use the idea, but not the* pre-? --.^ 

X • • ' 

i?i3e, words, of Macbfiath, L cata,','%jitli ^'* 




lightful pleasures of that age, and.thfii'-.o 
frailty of my own nature, were n>y rtiirf. ". 
I must have been more than man, or, ^ ' 
jaore . properly speaking, less than man, 
;tiot to have . indulged in the pleasures of 
the gay world, which I could not partake 
of without being at . a very considerable 
expence; by far more than my income 
could afford^ As my estate, together 
with a house furnished, . which, with 
i90ine acres of land, I let to the best of 
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itenaots^ Mrs. Crewe^ the grandmother to 
ray worthy friend Colondl Crewe, the 
young man, I mean, who was wounded 
in ihe expedition to the Helder, for two 
:himdareda«'year, did not exceed eleven hnn- 
, dred'pounds. This was all I was possessed 
of, excepting about ^ee thousand pounds 
in cash, as a younger child's fortune. 



Speaking of Captain Macheath, it re- 
minds me of a story which has been told 
in various shapes, respecting an inter- 
view I once had in Newgate, with a very 
honourable and brave fellow, Hawkes, 
the flying highwayman. Honourable arid 

« 

brave did I say ? — Yes ; * I repeat it ; 
nay more, he was humane and charitable : 
and the following circumstances will, in 
the mind of every liberal individual, 
prove him to have been so. He had a 
famous mare, which he had oftCTitimes 
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Tode rerj long distances in a ^ortspace df 
time. I had bftentiines seeti him at.Newi- 
mariret^ -VFtere he attended the nices as a 
bettor. In those days I was so fond of rki* 
ing my own faacknies on the road in a 

I used to send my serrant in n^y diaiae 
withmj clothes^ and relay mj own hack- 
nies. I had four or five of the speediest and 
safest that I believe the country dould 
produce. Accordingly, when Hawkes 
was; committed to Newgate, I thought 
his mare would have -been a great acquisi- 
tion. Returning from Newmarket to Lon- 
don, after a very wet and dirty ride, very 
much in dishabille, being in dirty bootsf^sur- 
tout coat and round bat^ which no gentle- 
maB in those days wore in London even 
in boots : In short, j.ust as J was when; I 
Amounted from my horse, I went to 
Newgate, and desired tQ see Mr. Hawkes, 



^•^ 
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but witlfiEmt tdltng fht turnkey who I 
-yfzs^ Iht turnkey called faim Mit to tht 
taproom, add I heard hoA tdf liim that 
aa acquaintance Wanted to speak to hira. 
After caUtng for a bottle of wine and 
condoling with him on his situation^ I 
entered on my business with him, telling 
ium I knew he had a £siqious mare^ suid 
that I wished much to buy her. *' The 
mare/* says he^ ^* is a good mare still, 
though she has done a good deal of 
w^ork ; and, moceover, is as fast a one as 
I ever crossed/' '* Pray, Mr. Hawkes, 
-what ts the greatest distance, in point of 
expedition, you ever rode her ?" *' Why, 
£ir, the longest ground, in a short time, 
that she ever carried me, was one evening, 
iTvhen, after doing* a little business near 
Salt Hill, I rode her within the hour to 
London/' ** She must be jrery i^peedy, 
SiMbsed^" I replkcl ; mid nomoiw wbb saM 



»* 



^hojiit the jnafe's perfdrm^ilces. I then 
'iifade him a'^rdsttit of two or three 
giiineiiis; and told him, ttiat as the mare 
yi^is to be sold for. the benefit of the 
H^aptors, .1 .hoped he would not deceive 
me, but tell mq fii^kly whether he would 
recomnjend me to buy her or not. " Sir/* 
answered he, ^^^itjsnot likely that a man 
so near his latter end as I am', (for there h 
hardly any chance of my escaping,) should 
decfeive ahy onC'^ therefore. Sir, pray: tell 
me, for what purpose do you war^t her? 
I replied. For the road j and only, for the 
road. *' Then, Sir, I will fairly tell you 
that I recommend you not tp purchase 
her, , for I dp not think she will suit you ; 
as it was with the greatest , dijffictdty I 
could ever get her up to a carriage. . 

Xhis brave and charitable fellow one 
jlay riding near Uxbridge, well dressed 
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and wteU mounted, met an industrious 
labourer, who stopped him, arid said, 
*^ Gentleman, don't ride that way, as 
there are two foot-pads gone up that lane 
who have just robbed me," '* What have 
you lost,", says Hawkes; " Ten or twelve 
shillings/* replied the man ; " ^11 1 have 
earned by hard labour to support a wife 
and femily during a week." " Take this 
pistol, then, in your hand," said Hawkes, 
^' and get up behind me, and shew me the 
man who robbed you." The countryman 
accordingly sprang up behind him, and 
they soon overtook the fopt-pads : they 
then. dismounted, and Hawkes, after ask- 
ing thiem if they were not ashamed to rob 
a poor labourer^ knocked one down, 
w^hilst the countryman seized the other : 
he took every thing from them, beat them 
soundly, and gave the spoils to the coun- 
tryman. He then mounted his.horsci and 
toL. Hi e 



^» 
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rode off, telling the grateful and astonish^ 
ed rustic to remember the flying high- 
wayman. 



This singular character lived, some 
years before he was suspected of high- 
way robbery, hear Uxbridge, and was so 
charitable to the poor people around him, 
that they most sincerely lamented his 
condemnation and exit* 



I shall beg leave to mention a very sin-* 
gular and gallant action of this extraor* 
dinary man. After robbing three or four 
stage-coaches> before break of day, in the 
neighbourhood of London, he stopped 
one in which was a lieutenant of a man- 
of- war. The lieutenant presented a long 
horse-pistol at Hawkes, and told him to 
stand ofi^ or that he would shoot him* 
Hawkes said he was determined to 
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rob the coach* The lieutenant replied^ 
1 have got but a small sum of money, 
which I do not know how to replace ; 
and I am resolved that you shall not 
have it." " Then, said Hawkes, " get 
out of the coach ) I don t want to take 
a small pittanoe from a poor officer, who 
has earned it hardly in his country's ser- 
vice: but mind you. Sir, I will most 
assuredly rob this coach, and I shall ad* 
vance immediately : therefore, be sure you 
take good aim, so as to be certain of kill- 
ing me; for, on my honour, I shall 
not fire till my pistol touches your head." 
The lieutenant accordingly got out of 
the coach, and Hawkes robbed the 
other passengers ; when he rode off, and 
wished the lieutenant a good morning. 
This brave man was not like the ruffians 
of the present age, who fire into car- 
riages before they know whether the 

C 3 
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persons in it are armed or not, or in- 
tend to make any resistance. Let even, 
a woman be in the carriage, they p?iy no 
distinction to the delicacy of the female. 
sex. The inhuman murder of that ami-, 
able young man, Mr. Mellish, strikes me 
with horror, when I reflect that an Eng- 
lishman could be guilty of so cowardly 
an action. When they stopped him, and 
told him to throw his arms out of the 
window, he assured them that he had no 
arms ; that he was returning from hunting, 
and that they might with safety advance 
and take his money. But after robbing 
him, without the smallest resistance on 
his part, the inhuman monsters fired into 
the chaise and killed him. One would 
hardly think, that, in a brave nation, such 
a cowardly miscreant could be found. I 
do not judge of the country at large from 
the instance of one ruffian, but I am in- 
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cllned to think, from many circumstances 
I could mention, that we are d^enerating 
vciy fast. 

Now I shall speak to the honour and 
honesty of this brave fellow, Hawkes. 
In fact, I took a particular liking to this 
man, made myself known to him, and 
used to go see him at least three times a- 
week, until he was executed. I assured 
him, that there was nothing in my power 
that I would not do to save his life ; and 
actually entered into a plan with him for 
his safety, requesting he would point 
out any means by which he might be 
preserved. " There is nothing but money, 
Sir," said he, '^ can save me ; but that I 
have not ; and even if I had it, I fear 
it is now too late ; for the person I rob- 
bed is bound over to prosecute me at 
^he ensuing sessions, I ioimediately put 
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a fifty-pound note in his hand, asking 
him if that was sufficient fi3r the purpose ? 
He threw himself on his knees, and blessed 
me an hundred times : — ^^ Oh, dear Sir, 
had I known you when first confined, 
and before I was committed to take my 
trial, you could have saved my life ; how^- 
ever, I will try what can be done, and 
be assured. Sir, I will not make an im- 
propier or dishonest use of your money. 
A few days afterwards, sitting at break- 
fast, my servant told me that a woman 
wanted to speak to me : I ordered her to 
be shewn up ; and who should this be but 
the wife of Hawkes, who came with her 
husband's best gratitude and respects to 
me, and returned me the fifty-pound 
note, informing me that he had tried 
every means to no purpose, and that — 
die he must. 



r 
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hot those experienced gamesters who 
hsLYe made a young man of fortune drunk 
purposely to win his money, who have 
jpogged a die^ and packed the cards, to 
the utter ruin not only of the sufiering in- 
dividual^ but to the beggary of his family, 
who stalk this town in all the pride of 
spoliating infamy ; let them^ I say, ex- 
jamine their own consciences, if they have 
^ny, and decide who merits the gallows 
most— they or Hawkes ? 

I went constantly to see this brave fel^ 
low in Newgate^ till the day of his exe- 
cution ; when I placed myself on horse- 
back close to the tail of the cart. Just 
, before he was turned off, prayers being 
^nded, he fixed his eyes on me, smiled, 
nodded his head to me, and then looking 
up to heaven, I am confident from the 
signs he made to me that he prayed to 

c 4 



God, before whom he was shortly to ap- 
to bless me for my intended kind- 
then, not waiting for the driving 
the cart, with a rfianly exertion, he 
5 out of itj which launched him 
rintoeternity! — Reader, what think- 
ou of this highwayman ? I will telt 
ainion of him : I would rather have 
:ie prayers of this man, than of all 
iurch-gping hypocrites of thfe age, 
ly sanctified methodist who reads 
re in his own family twice a day*. 

5re are other two interesting stories of 
raymcn, which I shall venture to re- 



methodist who kept a liuxter's shop, when a 
iriety of articles were sold, was heard to say 
lopman, . John, have you watered the lum?" 
Have you sanded the brown sugar ?V 
" Have you wetted the tobacco?'' ** Yes.'* 
conje in to prayers." 
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late. A great many years ago, there lived 
in -Ireland, an officer, a Colonel Coning*- 
bam, who, for what reason I know not, 
had been outlawed; and a reward of two 
thousand pounds ofiered by Government 
to any person who would bring him a 
prisoner to Dublin: he vvas so beloved 
in his own country, that no spul woul4 
lay hands on him, and the officers of 
justice knew him to be so determined and 
truly brave, that it would cost two or 
three of them their lives to take him. 
After a considerable time living in this 
disagreeable manner, he resolved to go 
to Dublin, surrender himself, and take 
his trial. Not many miles from Dublin, 
he was stopped by a highwayman, a very 
young man, and of genteel appearance ; 
when Col. Conihgham asked him if he 
knew who it was he had stopped ? and on 
the ypuqg jnan answering in the negative. 
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^f Then/' replied the Colonel, " I will tell 
you ; I am the very Col. Coningham for 
whose person a reward of two thousand 
pounds is offered, and whom the officers of 
justice know never will be taken alive by 
force ; you cannot, therefore, think that a 
single highwayman can intimidate me: 
you have a very young appearance, an(| 
cannot long have made this business aprac- 
tice: tell me, therefore, your situation, and 
if you are in real want, I will relieve you ; 
but rob me you shall not," The young 
man replied, *' I solemnly declare. Sir, that 
I never was guilty of such an action be- 
fore ; for I am really a gentleman of good 
family, but at this time in the most abject 
distress." The Colonel, struck with com- 
passion and pity, from seeing a man of his 
condition driven to such a fatal remedy for 
his wants, said to him, '^ Young man, dis- 
mount ; give your horse to my postilion. 
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and come into the chaise ; then disarm me, 
tie my hands fast, and, having surrendered 
me at the castle, claim the two thousand 
pounds reward offered to any one who shall 
apprehend me/* The Colonel and the 
young man accordingly journeyed on to 
Dublin, \vhen he surrendered the Colonel 
safe into custody, and received the whole 
of the reward. Thus the gallant Coning- 
ham acted decidedly, though as determin- 
ed a man as ever stepped in leathern shoe, 
because he saw a gentleman in distress. A 
gentleman in these days, if he is not in 
Parliament y provided he surrenders to the 
King's 3ench for various debts, amounting 
in all to two or ten thousand pounds ; if 
he gives up all his property, and pays 
1 990L or OQQol. may be confined for the 
remaining ten pounds all his life by an 
obdurate creditor ; when a vender of cab- 
bages may, by obtaining a certificate of 
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bankruptcy, never be imprisoned, and set 
tip in the same trade again. 



My last history of highwaymen is that 
' of the famous Morgan, whose name 
filands with distinguished fame on the 
Bow-street Journals, 



Morgan had dogged a Colonel Manley 
out of town, on purpose to rob him, 
knowing that at all times he was used to 
carry a considerable sum of money about 
his person, especially on his journey to 
Bath, where he was accustomed to play 
very deep. Colonel Manley was well 
known 'to be a man of great personal 
courage, and, happening to leave town 
very late, stopped to dine at one of the 
inns in Hounslow. Morgan, growing 
impatient, wrote the Colonel a letter, and 
^nt it by a returned chaise tq the house 
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where he dined, informing him of his name 
and profession, with the assurance that he 
was without any accomplice, and waiting 
on the heath to roh him ; the Colonel, tak- 
ing no notice of this to the landlord, or any 
one else, as . a hrave man accepted the 
challenge. He had hut one brace of 
pistols with him, which he dischai^ed 
at Morgan without. effect; when Moigan, 
putting his pistol in his pockety advanced 
to the chaise, and said, '^ Colonel, besides 
the gold you have in your purse^ I know 
you have five hundred pounds in bank- 
notes in your pocket-book, as I can tell 
you at what banker s you received that 
sum this morning : I will act generously 
and liberally by you ; therefore, without 
demur, give me your pocket-book." Col. 
Manley, astonished both at the gallantry 
and generous conduct of the highway* 
man> gave him his pocket*^book. Morgan 



tetnmed him 25ol. and wished him a good 
evening. We do not in general meet 
with sudh civil highwaymen; especially 
in these days, I am sorry to say, that 
they seem to be bent as much on murder, 
as to relieve their wants. I myself 
did not experience, a few yeats past, any* 
marks of civilities from one of these gen- 
tlemen, who stopped my chaise near 
Gunesbury-lane ; for he fired directly in 
ihy face, and his pistol was not three 
feet from my head : but I do not complain; 
for I confess I was not over ceremonious 
with him, as luckily I fired first and hit 
him, which I have reason td suppose ra- 
ther deranged him, and prevented his 
taking any effectual aim at me* 

It would haire been more regular in me 
not to have omitted some things relative to 
the genealogy of my parents, in the eaarly 
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part of my narrative ; but I never claim- 
ed any merit to myself for regularity, 
in any sense of the word. I therefore 
trust the generous reader will accept it a» 
well in this page as in any former one. 

I am informed, that some relations of 
our family have declared, that our fa-/ 
mily were formerly possessors of a very 
ancient domain and mansion-house in 
the county of Middlesex, called Bruce 
Castle, and that from thence we first 
sprung. All I can say is, that I never 
heard my father or mother speak of such 
a place; and I have heard them relate 
many singular and interesting anecdotes of 
my ancestors. One in particular I remem- 
ber well, that the very gentleman, I forget 
his name, who sold the estate at D'ryffield 
in Gloucestershire, which is now in the 
possession of our family, to my grandfa*-* 
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ther, came to the very door of that horlse^ 
formerly his own, and asked alms. AH 
I know of the genealogy of my ancestors^ 
(of which I am not in the smallest degree 
vain, it being a matter of total indif- 
ference to me what they were, and from 
whom or what they sprung,) I will now^ 
relate, and I believe it will be found to- 
lerably correct- ' 



My grandfather was Si r George Hanger> 
Bart. How he acquired the title I know 
hot. I never heard my father say that his 
father inherited the title ; or who my grand-- 
father's father was, or of what profession 
or of whatcaUing; which, indeed, is per- 
fectly indifferent to me, and not to the 
present question. My grandfather and 
grandmother, for ought I know, and, what 

is inore, for ought I care^ might have been 

» . / 

as obscure in their origin, as the parents 
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ttf the beantiftil Sally, bom in our alley, 
as the song relates ; and have followed 
the same means for their livelihood*. 

» _ _ 

But to the point; Sir George Hanger had 
five or sijt sons, I foiget which, and three 
daughters : John the didest of course re- 
mained at home> as the young squire al* 
ways does ; the others were dispersed all 
bver the world : one was a Russia mer- 
chant ; another a Turkey merchant, and 
Settled at Smyrna ; and the fourth was in 
k merchant's houise in the city. My fa- 
ther, the youngest, went to India ; and, 
with more grief than it iA possible 
for me to exptess, I have often heard 
hiip dieclare, that his fether gave him no 
more than five hundred pounds to b^n 

* ** Her father he made cabbage nets, 
** About the streets he cried them ; 
Her mother she made laces long, 
" For those that chose to buy them/* 
Scck &c, 8ic» 
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the world with, as I thought it savoured 
much of teaching me prudence and eco- 
nomy. 

Now to the female part of our family. 
One of my aunts was married to a gen- 
tleman^ by name Leciise ; I may not be 
correct in spelling his name, but so it 
was pronounced . Another, who left me 
my estate in Berkshire, of whom I shall 
speak in another part of this book, was 
married to Hare, Lord Coleraine, an Irish 
nobleman, of great property both in Ire- 
land and in this country. ^ The chief part 
of his estates in England was in Hert- 
fordshire. Now, generous reader, I have 
endeavoured to give as faithful and true an 
account of my family as I am enabled to 
do, but I cannot trace them further than 
to my grandfather ; and whether those 
M^ho went before them sold cabbage nets 



and made laces long, and cried their ho- 
nest labour about the streets, is a mat- 
ter of perfect indifference to me. 

My father, after an absence of ten years, 
returned to England for the benefit of his 
health ; and I have heard him often say, 
that he was not then worth more than 
twenty-five thousand pounds. Shortly af- 
ter his arrival, one of his brothers died and 
left him his property, which was sufficient 
to enable him to live^in this countiy, and 
put an end to his design of returning to In- 
dia. However, to bring the gfeod fortune 
of my father to a speedy conclusion ; his 
four brothers died, all without issue, in a 
very few years after his arrival, and be- 
queathed him all their wealth to a very con- 
siderable amount. His two married sis- 
ters died without issue, and both left Jhiim 
something ; the one. Lady Coleraine, as I 
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have observed before, bequeathed to toe 
my estate in Berkshirei My aunt Jane, 
who resided at Bath, died in virgin purity, 
never having been married, and left all 
she possessed to my father. Thus did 
Fortune turn her wheel in his favour, 
who had but five hundred pounds to 
begin the world with, that she brought 
him, by the death and good will of hi& 
relations, to great affluence and riches: 
a moat fortunate event for his three sons*, 
who were curiously endowed by nature 
to spend it. 

r* 

Speaking of my family, it may be a$ 
well to mention here as in any other 
part of this Work, by what means my 

 ** Three pretty boys did Gabriel get. 
The youngest George by name* Sir, 
A funny dog, not favoured much 
** By fortune or by f^e. Sir/* 
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father was made Lord Coleraine in the 
kingdom of Ireland, 

His sister. Miss Anne Hanger, as I have 
lalready observed, was married to Hare, 
Lord Coleraine. But my father was not 
in th^ most distant degree related to 
him, except hj marriage. Hare, Lord 
Coleraine, however, dying without is- 
sue, or heir to the title ; my father, Ga* 
briel Hanger, claimed it, with just as 
much right as the clerk or sexton of 
the parish. After the same manner as 
Jupiter overcame the beautiful Danae, 
did he prove an undoubted right to 
the title, and was created a peer of Ire- 
land. A lady of high rank, and of no 
inconsiderable influence in the day» of 
that excellent king, George the Second, 
is supposed to have been benefited veiy . 

P 3 
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considerably by one of these glistening 
showers. 



If a nobleman could bequeath his vir- 
tues, his abilities, and courage to his pos- 
terity, the same as he can will his lands 
and property, then a noble descent would 
be very valuable. By intermarrying with 
the children of Howe, Duncan, St. Vin- 
cent, and Nelson, we might insure a race of 
heroes to the State : but, alas ! how many 
great men, who died in the last century, 
would be shocked if they could but look 
out of the grave and view those to whom 
their titles are descended. As for the re- 
yersionary chance that, in the wheel of 
fortune, I may have to the title in our fa- 
mily, I am willing to dispose of it at a 
very cheap rate to any vairi man who 
seeks for empty honours ; for, if titles are 
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not bestowed as a reward of merits they 
are of no value in my estimation. The 
King can give titles^ but he cannot be* 
stow virtue, abilitieSi or courage. 

I had not been above two years in Eng- 
land when I was engaged in a most sin- 
gular adventure, — the ycry thought of 
which,totlus moment, fills me wi* alarm. 
It was very much the fashion in those days 
to walk on Sunday evenings, during the 
summer, in Kensington-gardens. They 
were much crowded, and frequented by 
well-dressed persons of all ranks and de- 
scriptions. A particular friend of mine 
came to me in the morning, and desired 
that I would be in the garden that even- 
ing; as he had something particular to 
mention to me, which he would impart 
when we met. I was there to my ap- 
pointment^ and joined him on theprome-^ 
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naide. He thjBh told me, his reasoti for 
asking me to accompany him was that 
he was anxious to have some conversation 
Vi^ith a lady who would be in company 
with a female friend, whose attention to 
what might pass between them he wished 
me to divert by my attention to her. Wd 
did not join them till hear dusk, when, 
drawing off from the public walk, we 
passed to that part of the garden near to 
the palace, where formerly, before the gar- 
dens were cleared of the underwood, many 
of the walks were bordered with very 
thick and high yew-hedges, which, from 
the trfees and shrubbery behind them, 
were rendered impervious to the view. 
It was almost dark, the night being much 
overcast. We were sitting on one of the 
garden-seats, when, at some distance, w^e 
saw a man coming down the gravtl-walk. 
^e woincri proposed getting up, and re-? 
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tiring by one of the small passages be^ 
tween the yeW-hedges into the shnib-» 
bery, lest the person approaching us might 
know them. It was now half past nine 
at night ; and my friend and the two ladies 
tetired into the shrubbery. I stood be-? 
fore the opening of the yew-hedge, as 
this man came opposite to me on the 
graTel-walk ; and when he was about six 
or seven paces from me, he made a dead 
halt, and faced about> towards me. I 
spoke not a word for at least two or 
three minutes, while he kept walking i 
few paces backwards and tbrwardai 
viewing me, and seeming as if he wish- 
^d to see what was behind me. At 
length, quitting the centre of the gravel- 
Sv3lk, he advanced two or three paces 
nea^rer to me. It was then high time for 
ine to decide what I should do. Butj, 
' before I proceed, it is necessary to meq-' 



tion-, that very imprudently I had put my 
glove in my mouth to disguise my voice ; 
for, had I spoke to him in my natural 
tone, on perceiving that I could not be 
the person he sought after, he might have 
gone away. On his advancing, I again 
said, " Sir, you cannot pass this way." 
Upon which be immediately put his hand 
to his sword : nor did I delay to draw 
mine, when I retired within the narrow 
passage of the hedge, to. make sure, if he 
was determined to force an entry, that I 
should have the advantage of parrying 
any thmst from him, when he could not 
prevent my acting against Jiim. He im- 
mediately advanced close to the hedge, 
with his sword half through it ; at the 
same time grumbling inwardly, and ah'- 
«Alutely snorting and blowing with anger, 
could have run him through the body, 
ith the greatest facility, in the disadvan- 
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tageous situation in which he was ; but^ * 
instead qf actings I said^ ^' For God's 
sake. Sir, dp not advance! you cannot 
want any thing of me ; it is impossible 
that I should be the person you are look* 
ir^ for ; but I swear, if you advance one 
step further, I will kill you !" At this 
moment my friend came up on one side 
of me, and, in a low voice, said, '* Mjf 
dear George, ibr God's sake don't kill 
him !" In those days I was in great ha- 
bits of fencing, having a person to attend 
me three times a-week to perfect me in 
that science. Being very strong in the 
arm and wrist, I was ever prepossessed 
with an idea, that if I could, unobserved^ 
change from the one side of my adver- 
sary's blade to the other, and beat on it» 
I should be certain of hitting the very 
best fencer. This was a favourite coup 
of mine ; and I now put it in praOice 
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with such velocity, fbrC6, dM^dtrccess, 
that if it had not been for the bSdge into 
which I drove his sword, and' in which it 
was for a moment entangled, I believft 
isincereij that I should have forced the 
sword out of his hand. At the instant I 
heat upon his blade, I made a gentle bott 
at him, slightly opposing my sword to his 
body, and just pricked him, at which he 
started back a couple of paces. I never 
advancfed, but kept my position within 
the hedge, knowing that, from the ad- 
vantage of it, I could do any thing with 
him 1 chose ; and, had he advanced again, 
1 was resolved not to attempt to run him 
through the body, but to gather his blade, 
and attempt to disarm him. Notwith- 
standing my having made him lightly feel 
the point of my sword, he never spokfe ' 
one word, but stood snorting and puffing 
T^ith rage. I then said, *' Sir, fot God*$ 
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aake, go away ! I do not wish to hurt 
you : you mtist be conscious that I could 
have run you through the body if I had 
b^n so disposed : let me, thetjefore, entreat 
you to go away. I know you not ; nor 
can you want any thing of me^ or 6f any 
person with me ;" for really and truly I 
did not know him ; nor did I cfver after^ 
with any degree of certainty ; yet, from 
his figure, Jttze, and walk, I had my suspi- 
cions who he was, as well as from his being 
Tcry shy of me when I attempted some 
time afterwards to be acquainted with 
him* The story was buzzed about the town 
that I had been engaged in a rencontre in 
the dark with an unknown pe^rson in Ken- 
sington gardens, to protect two ladies and 
a gentleman from being discovered by 
him. Thus the story was told, and no 
person ever was acquainted with any fur- 
ther particulars of this affair j which may 
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be thought singular, as two women were 
parties to the transaction *. They were 
certainly sworn to secrecy for their own 
interest : my friend never entrusted it to 
any person ; and I never have, nor ever 
will, so help me God ! Nor should I ever 
have written this, were not my friend and 
one of the ladies in their graves. What 
is most singular, the women had discre- 
tion and art sufficient to put this story 
about 'OS if they themselves had never 
been concerned in it ; and it was the most 
sensible method they could adopt. As I 
could not be suspected of any intimacy 

* I know it is generally the opinion, that women 
cannot keep a secret, and arc not to be trusted. A 
base woman, or a weak one, is not to be tnistcd ; no 
moreisatilly fellowjoraninfamousscoundrel. But we* 
undervalue women by far tcft> much : if you possess 
ie good <^inion and friendship of a sensible and ho- 
est wutlan, you may trust her as safely as a, man of 
itegrity. 

6 
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with them ; for I never had spoke twice 
in my life to either hefore that night, 
nor very seldom after : they, of course, 
never mentioned my friend^s name, and 
made it a matter of wonder who he 
could be. — ^To return to my antagonist 
in the gravel-walk : — At my solicitations 
and entreaties he put up his sword, and 
walked back the same way he came. I 
watched him out of sight ; but, it may 
be well credited, I did not follow him. 
Judge, reader, what pleasure I must have 
felt when he was gone ! Reflect only on 
my horrid situation ! Had I killed this 
man, one half at least of the censorious 
world would have believed that my friend 
and me had assassinated him« If he 
had killed me, the consequences must 
have been very disagreeable to all par- 
ties : the women and my friend, at all 
events, must have come forward. During 



48 

the crdnflict> which lasted a cbhsideral)!^ 
time, I dare s^y abbve five minutes, a 

4 

thousand horrors and feats rushed intd 
my mind, and unstrung my soul. As to 
the matter of a duel, had it been in day- 
light, with a second, I should not hav^ 
thought more than others on such an oc- 
C4sion> having fought three duels before 
. i was twenty years old; since which 
time, I assure the reader, that I have been 
as peaceably inclined as my neighboursi 
and in no way whatever disposed to quar- 
rels : — ^indeed I am not of a quarrelsome 
temper. I solemnly declare I was so dis- 
mayed, that, if it had not been for disco- 
vering the women^ and had I been waiting 
there alone expecting to meet some kind 
fair one, I should have taken to my heels 
and run away as fast as my legs would 
have carried rte. I have certainly been 
in some disagreeable sitiimtions in life 
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since thkt period, but never, in my dayB, 
have I been so alarmed:' it is not possible 
for me to describe what I sufered. — To 
end this narnttiTe: Mjr carriage was 
waiting at the palace-gate, and we walk- 
ed down to the gardener's house, andpfe- 
vailed on him to let us out, for Jt was 
tl^n past ten. We put the women into 
the carriage, who were set down in Lon* 
don, not at their own house, as maj be 
well imagined; and my fricod and I 
walked home, rgoidng on haviug escaped 
so well out of so ticklish a situation. 

. Having already mentioned the extrava- 
gance and excesses of the nobility and |^ri* 
vate gentlemen at the west end of the 
town, it will be but fair, in return, to 
take a view of the honest merchant and 
dtizen at the east end. The first que- 
stion he asks his friend, when He rises in 
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the tnoming, is, *' How are stocks?'*— 
*' Very flat, indeed." — *' How is am- 
nium ?*'^ — '^ Miich the same as yesterday/* 
— ^^ My dfear friend. Is there no hopes? of 
sugai's rising ? I bought up a great qtran- 
tityiri the market, and have them trow 

 ' ' • • - • , i ' . 

on hand.^i — *' Kone whateveir : there has 

been no hurricane -in the West Indies 

this *^seiasDn, and the crops were abtm- 

^arit:' — '* That; my friend; is Very tm- 
^ • - .^ - _ 

fortunate r and, abtove all, there is no 
lit)jies" now of the enemy capturmg the 
homeward-bound West-India fleiet, from 
the great superiority we have at sea : for- 
merly, and in other wars,- we speculators 
had som6 chance, even when the market 
was glutted with sugars, or any otherarticle 
bf trade, to sdl them to some advantage, 
'or at least not loise by them, when the 
jproduct lay but in few hands : •hoi\'^ver; 
Jam determined to stand my chance, ibr 
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I won't Aell at the present indvSkrettt 

m 

jprice; and, as I bought them two 
per cenU cheaper than they now are, I 
can t be a great lofer/'-*-^' Pray, my 
friend, have you heard how proyisions 
are ; are they likely to be cheaper ?*'— ^ 
'' I am afraid not, for bfea^ will rise two 
assizes next Thursday j and meat, cheese, 
and bacon are extremely dear also/*— ^ 
^ Why, then, on Thursday bread will be 
eighteen pence the quartern loaf. My 
God ! how can the poor live if the farm^ 

ersafld comfactors arc permitted to hoard 

»  

up the grain  ?" There being no demand 
for rum or sugars, and stocks being ver^ 
flat, nothing is to be done that day in the 
Alley : he, therefore, goes to the cofiee- 
house to hear the news ; when, taking up a 

/ - - 

. * This is the public caiu the honest merchant boldly 
at the same tiine he has 100,000 L of rum and sugars ia 
his stores, purchased on speculation, to sell again. 
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^pcTf he reads^Yesterday^ Lord A- 
lost seven thousand pounds at Hazards at 
Miks s CLub^ St. Jameses Street \ and Mr. 
B. fiye thousand pounds, the same night» 
at Brooks*s. Turning to an acquaintance 
near him^ he exclaims, *' Good God ! Sir, 
how shocking is the passion that some 
men have for plaj! The extravagance, 
vice, and profligacy of the men of fashion 
of the present age, and bejond all belief, 
not only distressing themselves byplay, 
but reducing their wives and families to 
beggary! It is horrid indeed. Sir !'* — ^^ and 
wi^ not bear reflection,** replies his neigh* 
bour» Now this very man, not a f(Hrt- 
night before, at the last settling day, gain- 
ed ten thousand pounds by speculating in 
llie Alley. But this is not all the honest 
citizati does : if he did no worse than spe- 
culate with his own money, he would be 
the only sufierer, and surely might rea- 
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dily be foTgiven, and even pitied if un^* 
fortunate. But^ what m<Hifters in wick* 
edness have we witnessed amongst these 
honest dtizens, by involving whole fiuni* 
fiet of industrious people^ who have 
entnxsted them with their little all, the 
savings of many years* labour, in dieir 
own rain ! then, not daring to live, they 
seek the refuge that is to be found in sui* 
cide. 



Onemonsterinatrocity, superlatively ne- 
farioas, exceeding by far all other culprits, 
^d who has comprehended a far greater 
number of individuals in his ruin than we 
have before heard of: besides the numbers 
who have been very large sufferers, one 
lady, by his baseness and treachery, lost 
thirty thousand pounds; and a young 
lady, an heiress, whose sole property was 
in his possession, lost her al to the 
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amount of uxty thousand pounds; yet 
this miscreant lies huiied, I doubt not> 
with a veiy flaming inscripjdon on his 
tomb-stone^ setting forth eveiy yixtjoc 
w^hich he did not possess. It were juster 
bj far that the foUowii^ epitaph should 
adom his sepulchre : 



HIc jacet 
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Alieni appetens alienique profusus ; 

Who robbed the Hangman of his Fees, 

J^d by Suicide deprived the Laws of a just Revenge, 

Had this wretch, indeed^ robbed no onie 
but the hangman, it had been well ; but^ 
\xy a death too sadden, he has added to 
his other robberies that of robbing thi; 
world of its right to hold him up to pub- 
lic infamy, and to make him a terriblq 
example. 

!Elnough of s^h monsters! — I-et us noyi; 



I 
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view the real honest money-making gen- 
Borious citizen of London^ (for he also 
can descant at laige on the vices and ex- 
cesses of the age,) and let ns uiquire of 
what real benefit or use he is of to society 
at lai^e : he is but little better than the 
Dutch merchant, whose soul is his till, 
and looks up to God only through the 
crevice by which the money passes into 
it : he walks in no temple but his coimt- 
ing house, and has no faith but in his 
banker, ai^d his heart strings and his purse 
strings are synonymous terms. In the 
morning he goes to the Exchange, is oc 
cupied all the forenoon, and best part of 
the day, in making money ; goes home 
to dinner, gormandises at table and gets 
drunk after ; goes to bed, rises the next 
morning to repeat his daily labours ; gets 
drunk agaii}, is cuckolded, and dies* A 
fortnight after his burial, his son makes 

X 4 



water on his grave ; his favourite dog fol- 
lows the young master's example ; and 
this hopeful youth, for whom he has 
been toiling for many years, takes as 
much pains to spend the fortune, as his 
father did to acquire it. 

A good merchant is a good man ; and 
a good man is a good merchant : it is also 
said, that a good mason is a good man, 
and that a good man also is a good mason. 
1 do not dispute it ; but it reminds me of 
,Bbarpers tossing up for money with fools, 
and c^ing. Heads I win. Tails you lose. 

I now return to a more interesting ob- 
ject ; need I inform my readers that I 
mean myself? 

After a few years enjoyment of every 
pleasure and satisfaction in life, which 
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that age of pleasure, extravagance^ and 
el^ance, was calculated to afford, a sud- 
den and unforeseen event took place, the 
result of which I have ever had cause 
ta repent from that early hour to the 
present moment. I do not wish to rip 
up old grievances, especially as one of 
the parties who profited at my expence 
is dead, and the other is a near friend. 
It i& sufficient to say, that^ I conceived 
myself most unjustly treated relative to 
a promotion that took place in the first 
regiment, >oi foot guards, in which corps 
I had then the honour of heing an ensign* 
Great parliamentary interest was the cause 
ofit, to the entire destruction of my promo- 
tion in a service to which I was most de- 
voutly attached ; and of which I resolved 
to experience the substance, not the dis- 
graceful empty shadow of parading about 
the streets of London, with the outward 
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ffimsy insignia of a soldier, a cockade 
and red coat. This I evinced by volun- 
tarDj going into the Hessian service to 
America very shortly after. Had I re- 
miiined in the first regiment of guards, J 
diould at this moment have had the 
bonour of commanding that regiment for 
above a twelvemonth ; which the rotation 
of names here mentioned will plainly 
prove to my^ old friends, the brigade of 
guards ; they werc^ as follow : D'Oyr 
ley, Duffi Strickland, Fanshaw, Edmon- 
stone, Hangen My old acquaintance Ge- 
Meral-D*OyIey has long been out of the re- 
giment ; soon after the Helder expedi- 
tion. Duff, before him, had a regiment, 
Strickland quitted the regiment and re- 
tired as a private gentleman, and is since 
dead. Fanshaw sold out, and went into 

the Russian service, in which, a very few 

> 

^ears ago, he was still living. Edmon- 



fid 

gtone^died 'aid--de-'canip to General Rtc« 
tarell^ the cominander in chief of the Ger* 

« 

man troops under General Buigojne in 
Canada. Next came a youth, not mneh 
ikvoured by fortune or by fame, your 
humble servant, George Hanger, ij/lj 
jgallant and old firiend, George Ludlow^ 
(General Ludlow,) who now commands 
the first regiment of guards^ was not 
above half-way up the ensigns when I 
<|uitted the regiment, with four captions 
junior to me. This statement will prove 
to those who are conversant ifith the pro- 
n?otion of the army, in what an high si- 
tuation I should have 3tood in pcnnt of 
rank and command, had I remained in 
the guards. I quitted the guards at the 
period when the American war com* 
xnenced, in which fate destined mp to 
serve. With a heart-felt satisfaction I 
jrei^ect that I had the sense of my regb- 
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meitt with me, who wished me to reifiam 
with them, and felt the injury I had sns* 
tained: and with so £iyourahle an eye 
did that distinguished officer and true 
friend to a soldier. General Henrcy, view 
my case, as to tell me, that if I would 
draw up a memorial, he would present it 
to the Eang. All my friends advised me 
to remain in the regiment; and my 
worthy friend, that enlightened com- 
mander. Sir William Draper, in particu* 
lar advised me so to do. I never shall 
forget his words : — " You are used very 
ill, but you cannot contend against 
power: put up with it, and use it at 
some future period as a plea to be serv- 
ed." But I was too young to take ad- 
vice, and too haughty and high in blood 
tamely tobrookan injury without resenting 
it, or shewing all the indignation I felt 
on the occasion. Pcaf to all advice, and 
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blind to mj own interest, vexed, heated, 

« 

and agitated i^ith an honest consciousness 
of the wrongs I had suffered^ I resolved 
on quitting the guards, and of serving in 
the Hessian tro<^ in America. I gave in 
my resignation, but never mentioned my 
intentions to any soul living, except to 
my worthy, old, and dear friend and pro« 
tector. Lord Southampton, then General 
Fitzroy • I cannot pass over in silence the 
many favours and friendships I received 
from that accomplished and excellent per- 
son. I should be guilty of the basest in^ 
gratitude did I not acknowledge them. 
He was my kind friend and sage adviser 
through life : and with truth I can say, 
that whenever I followed his advice, I 
prospered ; and, when I failed to consult 
him, I was always unsuccessfuL lam 
rain, and not without reason, o£ the inti-« 
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xnate Ibottug on which I Uved with thU 
nobleinan for mmy years ; aiid, until the 
day of his death, I possessed both his ftiend« 
ship and confidence, which ray old friend^ 
George Fitxroy, the present Earl^ well 
knows. He was then Qexieral Fit^roy> 
and had served in the scyen-ytears' war in 
Germany^ under the orders of Ptince Feri 
dtnand, during whicb time he had con- 
tracted a vgreat intimacy with Qenetal 
ScUieficn, who then was minister to bis 
Serene Highness the Landgrave of Htsse 
Caisseh His Highness was graciously 
pleased, from the application of General 
Schliefen, to appoint me a captain in the 
Hessian Jagcu corps. At my particular 
request, General Fitzroy kept my appli- 
cation a profound secret ; for I wai^ de- 
termined not to continue in the British 
service; t^ugb, had my intentions been 
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known, some peremtS) jpcrhaps, . mi^tC 
have Md sufficient influeitee tm^me ti> 
have deterred me ftom my project, - 

In my way down to Andbver in Ham^p- 
shire, where I kept my huDters;- 1 csflledf 
on my olA awd intimate friend, Loitt 
Spencer Hamilton, and * imparted 'to htia 
what 1 had done, in confidenee itf^his s^ 
crecy. I kept this diesigft or mine So pro* 
found a secret, that it wais not in ttid least 
known or suspected, till one dayi after 
hxmtingi while I was. at diwrier with- my 
friend Lord Egniont, arid some dther gen- 
demen, at the Castle-inn, * Marlboroiigh; 
the waiter informed me^that an express 
was arrived to me from the HessiaEh mi- 
phter. After reading the eontehts; that 
he had received a dispatch frbm^ Hesse^ 
Cassel, in which his Serene Highness tjic 
LandgmTe had appointed me i^ captain in 
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is corps of Jagers, and had sent my com-^ 
missioff to him, I threw the letter on the 
table for tht company to peruse, which 
they did with the utmost astonishment. 
I set off for London the next day, and 
ordered all my horses to town to be sold 
at my old friend Tattersall*s, of whose re- 
gard for me I shall have occasion to speak 
more fully in another part of this Work* 
By this time I had contracted a mortgage 
on my estate of thirteen thousand pounds, 
and had been for some time resolved to 
sell it, and take a general review of my 
affairs, with' which I had been for a long 
time but little acquainted; constantly 
raising money from time to time as I 
wanted it. Preparatory to a sale, I had 
eimployed a person, with my steward, to 
survey the estate. 



' t 
^i^ 



About tlua time, being in company with 
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Mi*. Wjratt the priat land-surveyor, with 
Whom I was on terms of the greatest in-» 
tirtiacy, he said to nie, " George Hanger, 
you haVe had yottr estate surveyed, and, 
afe 1 am informed, intend to sell it: 1 

* 

iiave beeii in your neighbourhood hitely, 
and know, I belie ve> tather more of your 
'estate than you do yourself/* To which 
1 readily assented, or he must have known 
very little 6f it indeed. " Then," conti- 
nued he, " ^s I have k rqgard for you, 1 
request, if y^bti ^^Ve any faith in my 
"knowlddjge of estates, that you will put it 
into iny fiaiidis to dispose 6f it, — ^but upon 
one condition, ^V6 which you must, be- 
•fore this company, pledge me your ho- 
liour/* — I knew my man ; and therefore, 
dti my hdhour, I promised to assent to 
whatever he had to propose. — " I have,** 
continued he, ^' a very good estateof my 
own, and, besides, I am paid very libe- 
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rally by several noblemen and gentlcmeii 
for the management of their estates, and do 
not want to make any money of you : you 
must, therefore, faithfully promise me, that 
you will never request my acceptance of 
one farthing for my trouble ; my expences I 
^ will charge you, and nothing more, as 
my design and wish is to serve you as a 
friend/* Such was the generous and noble 
manner in which my friend Wyatt acted 
by me. " Your estate," said he, " is very 
valuable ; fer more so than you imagine. 
I have been acquainted with all the par- 
ticulars of it by a skilful man, a surveyor 
who lives near you, who advised me to 
buy it ; but I have just bought an estate, 
or I would have purchased it : btrt that 
is out -of the question, as I liave no more 
money/' 

' I thought myself inexpressibly fortu- 
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jiate to have met tnth a man of sudi 
known integrity^ who came forward as a 
fnend to serre me ; and rejoiced in Ijsiving 
my a^rs, on my departure for America, 
in the hands of so honest and able a man : 
but, alas ! cruel Fate, which has destined 
me to suffer mbfortunes and misery in 
various shapes, had decreed it otherwise, 
by the sudden death of my friend a 
short time after I had left my native 
shores. This melancholy and unfortu- 
nate event proved my ruin : the particu- 
lars of which I shall relate in their proper 
place. 

Mr, Wyatt passed several days with 
me and my steward in surveying th^ 
estate before my departure, when I gave 
him the fullest warrant of attorney that 
CQuld be made by law, to sign, s^, sell* 

p 2 ^ 
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&c. &c. &;c. and was happy in so doing* 
After Mr. Wyatt had completed the sur- 
vey, and made his calculation on the 
'estate, I asked him, if he had formed a 
sufficient judgment of it to tell me nearly 
what it was worth? He replied, ^^ It is, 
honestly, worth twenty-four thousand 
pounds : and, I give you my honour, 
that if I had not lately bought an estate, 
I would myself give you that sum for it J 
1 shall now for a time drop the subject of 
fny estate ; but I judged it necessary to 

* • » ' 

mention the value at which he estimated 
it, on account of the sum for which it 
was sold some time afterwards. 
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1 how returned to London, and was 

. "  • . • - • ' ^ ^ » . '> 

presented at Court, as a Hessian officer, 

oy my friend Barbri Kutzleben,* the Hes- 

' * "^ 

siah miiiistcr.* This took place early in 
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January, and I /sailed the fifteenth day of 
|he enjsuing March from Portjjsmouth for 
America. 



I should he guilty of ingratitude if I 
did not acknowledge the singular kind- 
ness which Lord North shewed me when 
I j^st resolved .on quitting the Bntish 
service, I had the honour of being as 
well acquainted with him as his high 
rank as minister of the country, and 
my inferior situation, could admit ; for I 
was accustomed to meet him oftentimes 
in many of the first and gayest circles in 
London : for this able statesman, the best 
of private characters, the most pleasant, 
engaging, and amiable of mankind, did 
not bury himself in the inaccessible re^ 
treats of Downing-street ; but, when aft 
fairs of state did riot require his atten- 
tion, relaxed himself in the fashionable 

F 3 
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assemblies, which he never failed to en- 
liven by that incomparable flow of wit 
and good humour which he possessed. 

It was absolutely necessary that I should, 
if not recommended by the minister, have 
his permission ; or at least that he should 
acknowledge me as an officer and a genr 
tleman. On my relating to this liberal 
and friendly nobleman how I had been 

, treated, and merely requesting him to re- 
commend me as a gentleman to the Hes- 
sian minister, he replied, " My dear Mr. 
Hanger, however displeased you may be, 
from the history you have related to me, 

* surely you do not prefer any foreign ser- 
vice to your own ; and there will be se- 
veral new regiments raised, in which you, 
from your situation*, are entitled to serve. 



* At this time I had the rank of Captain* 
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with an advanced rank." — ** My Lord, I 
understand yoiir meaning, and return you 
my most sincere thanks for your kind in- 
tention ; and I assure you, on my ho- 
nour, I shall be as grateful for your in- 
tended goodness as if I accepted it : but I 
find myself so vexed, grieved, and injur- 
ed, that nothing on earth can make me 
remain in the British army." He then 
said, ^' I am sorry you are so determined, 
Mr. Hanger ; but if you will bring tho 
Hessian minister to me any morning, I 
will give orders that you shall be admit- 
ed, and will say any thing you shall 
please to the Hessian minister.'*—*' My 
Lord, I most gratefully acknowledge my 
obligations to you : I wish you only to 
recommend me to his Serene Hfghness 
the Landgrave's protection."—'* It shall 
be done. Sir :"— and of course it was, and 

p 4 
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in the most friendly and hapidsome n^an- 
ner. 



Ye young officers, who may iread these 
pages, take Avarning from what i have 
suffered by not accepting of this kind 
offer, and in being too hasty and violent 
in quitting the guards. It is of little avail 
for those who have no power to kick 
against the pricks : you will only woun4 

• » 

your own; hpel. 

It ia necessary, before I stqp on, ship? 
board fpr America, that I should mention, 
on, account of the ruin which soon after- 
ward^ overtoolt me, that I went to every 
public pl^ce in London, for near three 
months, and dressed in my foreig^i uni- 
form* My departure for the war wa^ 
known to the v^hole town ; and it may 



surely be believed that those to whom I 
lyas indebted would not have permitted 
me to depart without paying them, or 
finding them security :-:-In short, I did 
give them the naost satisfactory security ; 
, for I gave them my own, confirmed by 
^hat of Mr, Wyatt, 
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CHAPTER r. 

Advice to Bishops and Legislators, how 
to correct the Immorality and Jaca* 
hinism of the Age. 

It « Ipity that so worthy a man a, Mr. 
Brothers the prophet, and Prince of the 
Hebrews, should be shut up and confined 
in a mad-house! The poor n.an is no 
more mad than I am: he is only, like 
myself, a little flighty in his imaginations ; 
and his favourite topics, like mine, are 
religion and morality, in which surely 
we are both worthy of praise. His in- 
fluence with the populace might be turn- 
cd to advantage in thcbc times ; for many 
liad so great a reverence and respect for 



him as to kiss the skirts of his coat when 

1 

he was taken up and took his leave of the 
public. It is a pity they did not go a 
little higher when they were about it, 

I 

Besides, he might be made useful, and 
broyght over at ^ cheap rate ; for I do 
not thmk he would have the assurance 
to rate his abilities at any thing like thirr 
ty-seven thousand pounds, which others 
Jiave done ; not that I mean to suggest its 
being more than equivalent to their supe- 
rior talents. Though only Prince of the 
Hebrews, he could npt have the confidence 
to demand one-tenth part of that sum. 
His prophecies would be of infinite ser-? 
vice ; they would act as a tub which 
amuses the whale, and enables the state- 
pilot to steer his vessel without interruption, 
An Elizabeth Canning, a Cock-lane ghost, 
or a Prophet, when naoved by able handsj^ 
may be made of the greatest service tq 
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tGroVernment, by drawing off the impei*' 
tinent curiosity and attention of the Peo* 
pie to the management pf State affairs. 



The price of bread might be greatly 

lowered, if a proper attention were paid 

to the consumption of meatj particularly 

in the city of London. A pound of meat 

is sufficient for any gentleman, oe reput- 

able tradesman, for dinner, who does no 

* ' '  * . 

laboiir : for those who work hard, one 

pound and a half is fiilly sufficient., I 

would have ty^ry, man punished wi^ one 

. • —  

day's labour on the highways, or paving 
the street, or erecting fortifications to pror 
tect our country, who dared to exceed 

the. above-mentioned allowance. . Such a 

 • • . • ■*- 

regulation would be beneficial to agricul- 

, . I. ' . .' • ' * 

ture, and tend to bring down, the price of 
corp ; as, .the consump|:ion of butcheP* 

* • 

meat Being thus diminished, more com 

1 



would be 80wti> aiid Jess «ttentMn paid 
to pasture lands, which woijild be of con* 
siderable advantage to the poor in redu-r 
cing the price of bread, which is the staff 
of life ; for much animal food is dcstruc* 
tive of health, and generates many dis* 
eases, and particularly the gout : the citi'-< 
zens of London would become more ac« 
tive, and their bellies in time be reduced 
to a moderate size, much to their owa 
benefit and the comfort of then: wives. 



The health, &c. of the citizens' might be 
considerably expedited by a pro^r regu- 
lation of the quantity of liquor drank in 
the day, as nothing increases the protu- 
berance of the belly so much as Hquon 
The belly might as well be excised as 
many other things^ and put under &e in-* 
spection of the revenue-officers : ' and I 
make no doubt but that some ingenious 
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SMchamc would invent an inStroment to 
gauge the stomach and abdominal cavi^ 
ties to as great a nicety as any other tub 
or vessel. 



The country would derive a consider- 
able additional advantage irom the Lord 
Mayor, > Aldermen, and Common Conn* 
cil ; for, if they would not abstain from 
feasting to excess, the State would be be- 
nefited at least by their labour : we should 
then see no more unwieldy aldermen 
sweltring and rolling along ComhiU to 
the *Change, moving no faster than land- 
crate; but they would come bounding 
jdong like nimble deer, to which indeed 
they now are as unlike, except about the 
head» as the antelope and the elephant. 
Their wives, instead of frowning at 
the assemblies at Haberdashers' Hall, on 
the approach of their bulky husbands^ 
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Vould receive them with sith^ei'S and witft 
Bihiles. What an alteration the ditninu- 
^ioti of bellies would create in the city^ 
where the women are so cofttintially ahi 
grossly employed in reproaching their 
husbands with gormandisingand gluttony. 

* Were these salutary rules enforced, the 

'citisfehs would not only be benefited ih their 

ftealth, but also in domestic happiness ; for, 

With the -diminution of the belly, we 

'shorulti perceive a visible 'deti*ease ot l*&e 

'brow-antlers, arid honest men * \v6ula 

,. ^  • ^, '**»,* 

-fee secfh only at the west end of the toWri, 

rwhere belly or no belly makes no differ* 

-eiAfe J for, if a man keep hitnsfelf 'as lan^ 

i^rid- sleek as a greyhound dog for a race/ 

•ft WiU ntot insure him a smooth for^head^ 



* A title occasionally given, and with great con^j- 
<ceration, propriety, and humanity y to cuckbtds* 
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in th6 parishes of St. James's, St. George*s, 
St. Mary-la-bonne^ and St. John's^ West- 
minster. 



It is, as I have before observed, the 
height of all human wickedness to think 
carnally of woman in any other respect 
than for the purpose of obeying the com-- 
mand of increase and multiply ; and it ii 
for this purpose, and this alone, that cer- 
tain desires are implanted in our frame. 
If w^e exceed this original design, we act 
in direct contradiction to the designs of 
Providence, which gave us the means of 
gratification, but has made it our duty also 
to consist in using moderation in all things; 
and to apply all our faculties to answer 
the immediate ends for which they were 
given us. The contrary of this is not only 
considaredas a very heinous offence by me, 
-but aUo by the religibus fathers and mo- 

vot. II. o 
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ralists in more former and more pious 
ages, as related by Athanasius Vincentiud 
in his Notes on Theoph. Aletheus, who 
was of opinion, that *' scortatio cum pro- 
pria uxore committi potest, cu^.non li- 
berorum quserendorum causa, sed ad ex-* 
plendam libidinem, vel cum prsegnante 
aut lactante res habetur." Young mar-* 
ried women also should live recluse for a 
certain time after marriage, and not b^ 
even permitted to appear in public : but 
instead of this, in open defiance of all mo- 
desty, they frequently consurpmate tbe 
marriage at inns and public places, and 
come down to breakfast the next morn^ 
ing, and appear in all the public circle^ 
as unembarrassed as if nothing had hap* 
pened, and as unconcerned as if they laa4 
only undergone the operatic^' ofphlel^o- 
tomy in the arm for a slight cold. H«pp 
I must take the opportupity of paying |t 
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Ant tribute of praise to the superior deli* 
cacy and modesty of the Jewish nation^ 
who rigidly obserre a custom highly de- 
serving the imitation of Christians. They 
separate themselves from their wives thcf 
day afi:er consummation^ for fifteen days 
and nights^ during which period the 
bride is consigned to the care of her fe- 
male relations. For my owii part^ I am 
free to acknowledge^ though not ovcr- 
t>urtbened with any mauvaise hontep nor 
particularly squeatnish> I have never wit- 
nessed a iK^ene o£ this nattre without my 
viodesty having sufiered a considerable 
^ock. 



if the £arl Marshal of these days was 

.compelled to do his duty at the courts 

-which his predecessors in distant reigns so 

strictly attended to> which Was no less 

4lian to shave all prostitutes that might be 

e 2 
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found within the royal purlieus, W€f migHt 
expect shortly a very consider^Ue amend- 
ment in the virtue of our females, or at 
least the satisfaction of knowing that the 

m 

immodest would be disgraced aniTpunish'- 
ed. The present Earl Marshal canndt 
surely refuse to revive an ancient cere- 
mony, which would contribute so aluch 
to the destruction of the immorality an4 
Jacobinism of this sinfulage. ' 



With pain I am compelled to observe, 
that men and women too frequently gg 
to church for wicked purposes, and not 
for the sale of prayers or preaching. The 
impiety and Jacobinism is so great, that 
men even at church cannot keep their 
eyes off the women ; and the Women aie 
equally in their turn as Culpable: 4Uch 
ogliqg and peeping through fans at their 
sweethearts, as is frequently practised, in 
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iiighly to be censured by cveiy chaste 
And pious Christian. All these unhal* 
Jowed practices can, as they ou^t, be 
very easily prevented. The men and 
women should be compelled to sit on 
jdij^rent sides of the church : the women 
abquld also be secreted from public view 

< 

by green blinds, as the girls are at the 

Magdalen : they then would have nothing 

to divert their attention from the devout 

office in which they are engaged. They 

should not also be permitted to go out at 

the same door with the men ; and if there 

,be but one door to the church, the wo- 

juen should pass out £rst, and the men^ 

some time after them. But at present, 

tb^e is such crowding and squeezing after 

service, particularly at evening service, 

that it is impossible for the most watchful 

matron to prevent a young lady from re- 

ceiving, en passant, a billet doux, or 
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enjoying a tender squeeze. All this ta^y 
be seen and felt in the utmost perfisctiott 
in the chapel of the MagcU^ HMj^tal 
eycry Sunday eyening. 

Tod little attention in general is paid 
to the sermon ; some even fell asleep, to 
the great scandal of all pious people.*-— 
However long, tedious, dull^ or unintel- 
ligible a sermon may be, there is no ex- 
cuse to be framed for such scandaloui 
neglect and inattention to public devo- 
tion. This may very easily be prevented, 
as there is hardly any church novf, that 
*is not frequented by some military corps* 
The drummers and trumpeters should be 
ordered to attend with their drums an4 
trumpets^ and^ on the prieitt giving the 
aignal^ at the end of every long sente^ncc 
or full stop, the drummers might give 
a ruffle for a few seconds, or the trumr 
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peters sound an alarm t by these means^ 
the congregation would be kept alert and 
attentive to the instructions of the clergy- 
man. It would also give him time to 
take breath, or take some refreshment out 
of a bottle> which may be easily con- 
cealed in his white handkerchief: it would 
recruit his spirits^ and give him fresh 
strength to continue his pious admoni^ 
tions, which is a very fatiguing duty 
when a man exerts himself with the 
energy that his office reqidres. 



Far is it from my intent to degran- 
dizc* any part of our clergy, as I am 



* The Author is conscious that this word is not 
to be found eVert in the verbos^ Johnson) but as he 
feels himself fully as well entitled to fabricate wdrds to 
express his ideas as any of his predecessors, he has no 
apology to make for any new phraseology which may 
distinguish this work* 
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of opinion they should all, according to 
their different stations^ be enabled to keep 
up a sufficient degree of figure and ap« 
pearance suitable to their dignity and 
calling. For, although St. John's food 
was locusts and wild honey, and bis rai- 
jnent of camel's hair, that is, the skin of 
fi camel, it would shock any reflecting 
m^vn to see a bishop ranging the fields 
for his daily food. John . the Baptist 
must have been quite different from our 
priests, who, when they pray for their 
daily bread, I am apt to think, frequently 
include something more thin . the sexton 
thinks of. Yet if I caq, without lower^ 
^ing the dignity or decreasing the re- 
venues of the clergy, increase their in^ 
fluence and authority, and at the same 
time alleviate the burthens and sup-r 
press the complaints of their parishioners, 
by pointing out a new mode of tribute to 
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the church, reciprocally advantageous to 
both parties ; I may hope to receive the 
blessing and thanks both of the clergy 
and the laity. 

The great tithes, both to the clei^ 
arid others, are paid with no small degree 
pf reluctance* But the smaller, such as 
pigs, poultry, eggs, and milk, arc com- 
plaii^d of bitterly and naturally, because 
this tribute is collected from the lower 
classes of the people. I therefore propose, 
that, in lieu of pigs, poultry, eggs, and 
milk, the clergyman in every parish be 
permitted to take every tenth child, both 
from the rich and the poor. The rich 
nan, who can maintain his children, can 
equally afford to pay a fine if he chooses 
o retain his children; while the poor 
nan, who cannot afford to maintain hts 
hildren, will be happy in seeing them 



put to sxich good uses as I shall shortly 
enumerate. The children in each parish 
may be classed and drawn foi* by lots, as 
the horses are for the supplementary ca- 
valry. When they are quite young, the 
clergyman mast be permitted to let them 
out by the week to beggar women, who 
haunt the streets or travel the country, 
to excite the charity of the humane and 
compassionate*. When they are got to be 
six ot seven years old, or upwards, they 
may be let to formers to keep sheep on a 
tammon^ or fetch the cows home, o:^ t6 
go of errands and other useful pur^yoses^ » 



When the male children arrive at the 
ftge of fcfurteen,^ the clergyman may then 
sell them for fifteen pounds per head to the 

* The average price for children, lejt out to beggar-: 
' women, is from half-a- crown to three shillings per. 
>*eek, ' • . .. 
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rec^uititig sergeants : there will be no ne- 
ifiessity to give these boys any hand- money 
for enlisting ; and as only three pounds is 
stopped to provide the recruit with ne- 
cessaries, there will be a dear profit of 
twelve pounds to the clergyman, except 

•  

a crd wn bowl of punch to the sergeant ; 

» 

tod the parson will have also no ob- 
jection, 1 dare say, to smoke his pipe and 
J>artake of it. This will be an immense 
source of revenue to the clergy, and ad- 
Tantagp to the country at large ; for, ac- 
cording to the repOTts of our annual birth 
pf male children, our army will ttercr 
want recruits^ afid be kept complete. 

The clergy should also adopt some tri- 
Ibute in lieu of the small tithes ; as they 
cannot but perceive that the profits de- 
rived from them are comparatively small, 
and so very unpopular, that it is like the 
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deril shearing his hogs, where there is 
more outcry than wool. Th6 simile may 
be said to run on all-fours, since the cele- 
brated Burke has represented the com- 
' mon people as a swinish multitude. 



Considerable fault will be found with^ 
and many objections made to, my. method 
of providing for the children of the poor ; 
and I shall certainly be condemned by all 
the pious old women, hy all the pro- 
paoters of public Sunday-schools, and by 
all the -schoolmasters in Great Britain. 
They will say, how shocking it will be not 
to have the poor children taught to write 
and read, without which they will be 
little better than heathens, and incapalMe 
pf being instructed in the Christian faith! 
But I say it is no such thing ; and, what 
is more, I will prove it. Reading only 
enables them to study seditious and ba4 
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books ; arid a knowledge of writing and 
accounts has brought many a man to the 
gallows, who otherwise would have lived 
a useful member to the community* 
When I was a boy, I remember well, no 
servant in my father's family could write 
or read, except the butler and the house- 
keeper : and I am certain not one of the 
swinish multitude in the parish ever knew 
one single letter in the alphabet : and it 
will be allowed, I am certain, that the 
churches were as much frequented, and 
the people as religious in those days as 
they are now. And although there was 
some! Jacobitism, . there was no such 
thing as Jacobinism, or French principles^ 
to be dreaded in the whole country. 
Without being able to read, they repeated 
the prayers aftier the clergyman and clerk, 
knelt down, stood up, turned round, and 
bovved, just as well as they do now^ 
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tbough, perhaps^ they did not per^otm 
the latter ceremony of the bow with as 
much grace as in this accomplished age^ 
in which every footman and servant-maid 
Jiearns to dance. To those who disap*^ 
prove of my beneficial method of provide 
ing for the children of the poor, I will 
reply, that it is as dangerous to a state to 
instruct, and enlighten by education, the 
swinish multitude, as it is dangerous to 
a farmer to take the rings out of his pigfr' 
noses, and turn them into a field of pota-* 
toes* 



Having thus plainly proved that my 
system of providing for the children of 
the poor will not only be advantageous 
to the clergy, but also of infinite service 
to the body politic and military strength 
of the state, I am in hopes that the Legis«« 
lature will take it into their most serioidB^ 



95 

consideration. And as the clergy already 
enjoy an handsome part of the whole 
fruits of the earth and labouy: of mani and 
a tenth part also of the brute cfeatipn, I 
can see no reason why they should be de» 
barred from the tithing of the human 
species, as a commutation for the smaller 
tithes, when it will be attended with 
such beneficial advantages to the nation 
at large. 

In addition to the foregoing advan<» 
tages, the clergy might draw some fur- 
ther profit, and the parishes be much re- 
lieved^ if there are any-bUnd men in their 
parishes. They are much sought after by 
beggar-women, and are even preferred to 
children, and will let out at hire, by the 
week, at a more advanced price, as the fol- 
lowing scene will prove, which passed 
between two beggar-womun very lately 
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in Covent- garden. One w,as leading a blind 
man^and the other with an innocent father- 
less babe in her arms : the former meet- 
ing the latter, and being old acquaint- 
ances, and proficients in the mumping 
trade, the . following conversation took 
pla6e between them* 



''Well, Molly, how do you carry on 
matters now-a-days ?" *' Indeed, Susan, 
I am very hard put to it to live, consider- 
ing the deamess of every thing, and that 
I am obliged to pay half-a-crown a- week 
for the hire of this infant." '^ Half-a- 
crown a- week for the hire of a child is 
very dear, indeed, Molly ; for I pay only 
three-and-sixpence for my blind man, 
and he is as good as an husband to me 
into the bargain." 



I am, for my part, quite dismayed at 



the learning of the common people ; for 
there is not a tap-boy at a public house^ 
or a ticket porter, that does not every 
evening read the debates in parliament, 
and who cannot talk to you now about 
the Bill of Rights, the fundamental Prin- 
ciples of the Constitution, and Magna 
Charta ; all which were formerly as in- 
different to them as the parts they sat 
on, or, to use the language of Oliver 
Cromwell, as Magna Farta. And as to 
the women, if on a Sunday evening, 
after church-time, you can insinuate your* 
self so much into the good graces of a 
scullion- wench, or house-maid, as to pre- 
vail on her to take a cup of tea with 
you, sh« will be sure to let you know 
that she has read Pamela, Shakespeare, 
and the Rights of Woman, and the Lord 
knows what besides. 
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There is a distinguished character in 
many country parishes, whose peculiar 
merits I had nearly forgotten tb celebrate; 
I mean the overgrown farmer, who rents 
from a thousand to two thousand pounds 
per annum. In some parishes these people 
are known by the dignified name of King 
Farmer. In this gentlenjan many digni- 
fied offices are concentrated, such as 
church- warden, overseer of the poor,' 
and tax-gatherer. In fine, he often per- 
forms every function in the parish, but 
those of marrying, christening, and bury- 
ing. This man is as generous as he is 
opulent : from a command of money, he 
is much respected and beloved by the 
little farmers, to whom he advances cash 
to pay their harvest expences ; for which 
generous loan, they, in return, send their 
corn, the moment it is thrashed, to his 
granaries, which is productive of many 



tiiCiiefite to the copiniunity at large, and 
especially to the poor. First of all, it 
saves the little farmer the trouble of send- 
ing his grain to market, and enables the 
king farmer^ by having an immense 
quantity on hand, to regulate the price j 
sqr that when it is too dear, he can, by 
brmging in a Vast quantity, glut and 
overstock the market, and reduce thd 
pridCj that the poor may be served at a 
cheap rate ; an object which always pre- 
dominates in his mind, as he has too much 
integrity, humanity, and patriotism, to 
forestall and enhance the price of corn. 

In many parishes the chief land-holders^^ 
fi'om their public occupatipiis, are com- 
pelled to reside in London, and frequently 
do not see their estates for many years 
tt^ethpr. Their lands and tenants are^ 
in such cases, generally left to the protec- 
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tioh of an attorney^ v/ho has the col- 
lecting of rents, letting of leases, holding 
courts, and the friendly duty of settling 
disputes, which he never fails to do, be- 
tween the farmers. When the priest of 
the parish, the attorney, and the king 
farmer act together, and cordially join 
hand in hand ; especially when the parson 
is admitted into the quorum, and acts as 
justice of the peace, as many do ; then 
that parish may justly consider itself to be 
supremely blessed and happy ; for a tri- 
linioiii formed of perfect piety, strict justice,, 
and unabused wealth, must be; productive 
of the most sovereign advantages to the 
inhabitants of any district who are so for- 
tunate as to be protected and governed by 
them. They will be shielded against im- 
'pfety^ litigious law-suits, and extortionate 
pf ices for provisions. Religion, peace, and 
plenty, will prevail; — immorality, op- 
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pfession, and forestalling, will be things 
unknown to them ; and in this happy 
parish there will be nothing wanting 
but a ducking-stool to keep the scolding 
women in order : and then their felicity 
will stand unrivalled in the annals of time, 
until the milleniuiji shall make its appear- 
ance on the earth. 



In addition to that truly pious regu- 
lation, which I trust speedily will be en- 

« 

forced, of not permitting any persons, 
excepting professional medical men, to 
walk the streets during divine service on 
Sundays, I cannot refrain from paying a 
due tribute of praise to the piety and 
morality of a Noble Lord, who lately 
brought a bill itito Parliament to prevent 
the publication of Sunday newspapers. 
Such an act of piety and virtue is rarely 
to be found in the youth of this sinfu} 
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age, so abounding with immorality and 
Jacobinism. This singular act in favour 

« 

of true piety and devotion, and for the 
more strict observance of the Sabbath, 
will ever stand conspicuous in the annals 
pf history as a proof of superior virtue, 
and must give joy t9 every moral and 
reflecting mind ; though, to the disgrace 
of our Legislature, the bill was not per- 
mitted to pass into a law : for on that 
day it must be acknowledged to be highly 
indecorous to read any other book but 
the Scriptures. 



I would also recommend to a certain 
member of Parliament, so eminently dis- 
tinguished for his vital zeal for the Chris-? 
tian religion, to enforce a more strict ob- 
servance of the Sabbath, by bringing be- 
fore the House of Commons another bilL 
to inflict severe punishment oxi any per- 
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soa who shall be so pro&na as even to 
hum or whistle any tune, except a psalin 
or hymn, on the Sabbath-day : also for a 
more strict observance relative to abstain^ 
ing from labour on Sundays ; for it is 
positively farbid by the fourth command* 
went, and in the most explicit terms. 

Notwithstanding this positive ordi- 
syance, we see in various instances the 
Sabbath violated, and in the grossest 
manner : but I am the more astonished, 
when, even in the very churches them- 
selves, I see men on a Suinday ringing 
Jbells ; for labour it is even to toll the 
Jbell ; and exti^me hard labour, and pro- 
fane to a degree, to ring a batch of treble 
babs for a leg of mutton and trimmings, 
which, I am grieved to relate, is often 
done on the evenings of the Sabbath. 
But it may be said, that, as the tolling the 

H 4 



104 

bell is for a pious purpose, to call the con- 
gregation together, the sanctity of the ob- 
ject halloweth the act* This may be so ; 
but as, in former times, the Lord com- 
manded the priests on the Sabbath day to 
blow the trumpets and horns to assemble 
the people, I do not perceive any reason 
why that religious old custom should not 
be reyived. Look to the tabernacle of 
the pious Doctor SquintUm ; there is no 
ringing of bells in that holy temple : the 
lambs of grace, by instinct, know the time 
that the shepherd calleth his flock toge- 
ther in that holy sheep-fold. Anxious as 
I am to assist in the correction of immo- 
rality and Jacobinism, towards which nor- 
thing can more powerfully contribute 
than the keeping the Sabbath in an exem- 
. plary manner, and having some genius for 
mechanism, I sat me dpwn to invent a 
machine, in which a large Newfound- ' 
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iand or mastiff dog might toll a church- 
bell/ in a manner somewhat similar to 
the wheel in which the turnspit dogs 
turn the meat : butj to my mortification^ 
just as I had finished the models which^ 
now being of no use^ I intend to request 
the Royal Society to do me the honour to 
accept, and was going to lay it before the 
Bench of Bishops for their sanction and 
approbation, I recollected that the dog 
was included in the fourth command- 
ment, in the words,—*" and eveiy thing 
that is within thy gates." 



Thus was I foiled in my endeavours to 
promote piety : at the same time I am rea- 
dy to acknowledge my double disappoint^ 
ment, as I also entertained the hope of 
gaining ^, large sum of money by my inge- 
nious inyention ; as I imagined for certain 
that everj' parish in the three kingdoms 



Would have purchased one of these antw 
jacobin , canambulatory wheels for their 
churches, that being the name I had given 
to this ingenious piece of mechanism. A 
btight thought, however, came suddenly 
into ray^head, that if the parson of the pa* 
rish were to steal a dog and put him into 
the wheel, it would not be a breach of the 
fourth commandment ; but I n'fever recol-* 
lected, till a friend, who is connected 
with a police-office, reminded me that 
such a contrivance would not only be a 
breach of the eighth commandment, but 
also of an English act of parliament, that 
has some unlucky clauses in it about 
hangii^ and transportation. So all my 
hopes vanished. 

Works of absolute necessity should 
alone be performed on the Sabbath-day ; 

» 

such as the defending one's self against 
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an enemy, &c, &c. ; for remember the 
chiW that gathered sticks on that day, 
amongst the Israelites, was stoned ti} 
death* Some most pious Christians, as I 

•  

have been informed, have had it in con- 
templation to propose to pariiament, that 
a tax be levied on every housekeeper who, 
on a Sunday, shall entertain any person aft 
his table. I trust this pidus and laudable 
lendeavour to suppress immorality and Ja^ 
cobinism is not extinguished, but only 
lies dormant, from the pressure of State 
^jffairs. Such a tax would strike more at 
the root of evil than any other ; for re- 
velling and feasting on the Sabbath-day 
is not only profane in itself, but leads to 
various other enormities. How can a 
country expect to flourish which turns 
that day into gluttony, which ought to 
be set apart for prayer ? On that day no 
person should take any other aliment but 
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bifead; nor should any liquor stronger 
than small beer be drank, under a modt 
heavy fine ; and in case of inability to pay 
the penalty in the person fined, imprison- 
ment and hard labour in Bridewell should 
be. instantly inflicted, at least for one 
month. Thus might the people be brought 
to some sense of their duty to Religion, 
and obedience to the State : but at pre- 
aent, in the manner they are permitted to 
pass the Sabbath, especially in the metro- 
polis, there is no hopes of reformation ; 
for, after divine service is over, even those 
who have the decency to attend it, go 
home and feast on meat and strong li- 
quors ; and, not satisfied, with this, in the 
evening the more affluent resort to the 
public tea-gai;dens> and the lower order 
to the ale-house, wherp the remain- 
der of the day, which ought to be 
passed iij deyotiop, is spent in mirt^ 
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and (ionviviality. But, wicked as these 
practices are, they are not the worst ; for, 
gossiping, scandal-monging, and sw^eetr 
hearting, prevail on that day more than* 
on any other in the week. These dar- 
ing and glaring offences I recommend, 
with the zeal that becomes me, to the 
attention and correction of the legis- 
lature ; and I trust they will do what be-* 
comes them. 
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A friend of mine, knowing how much 
my mind was befit on endeavouring to 
give every aid in my power to the 
legislature in their endeavours to mend 
the wicked ways of the world, favour- 
ed me with the perusal of a most va- 
luable booki which has been long out 
of print. J have gained great infor- 
mation from it ; and am convinced if that 
most pious prelate, to whom we arc so 
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much indebted for his laudable endea- 
vours to banish those abominable opera-* 
dancers, whose dress and lascivious atti- 
tudes are so repugnant to real modesty^ 
would condescend to peruse it, he might 
draw many valuable hints from it, which 
would greatly assist him in his laudable 
exertions and endeavours. The title o£ 
this valuable Work is as follows : 
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TET PLAINER ENGLISH, 

OR 

THE SHORTEST WAY 

WITH 

WHORES AND ROGUES, 

AND OTHER SCANDALOUS LIYERS. 

didicAted 

TO THE REV. WILLIAM BISSET, 
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I shall liere transcribe tlie author's de- 
dication of his book^ and then select a few 
useful hints from it, which I think well 
worthy of the attention both of the bishops 
and the legislature. 

THE DEDICATION. 

To the Pious and Learned Mr. Wil- 
I4IAM BissET, one of the Ministers of 
St. Catherine's, by the Tower. 

^' Reverend Sir, 
^' The world is so much obliged to you 
for your Reformation Sermons, called 
Plain English, and Mo7*e Plain Eng- 
lish, that I thought you the fittest patron 
for the third edition of this Book, in- 
titled. Yet Plainer English. ' 

•' Reverend Sir, it must be confessed^ 
your stepping out of the common road 

1 
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m Reproving of vice, has tutned manyfrbm 
the evil of their ways : yet, not to deroM- 
gate from your matchless Sermons, I 
must take the liberty to sayi that some 
of your dir^ctionSi though jpZa in enough> 
are a little too general to aflFeet the hearts 
of some hundred sinners : I have, there- 
f6re> discovered a short way to reform 
the age, which, in this third edition, I 
intitle Yet Plainer English, as it was 
rievet proposed in ybur Reformation Ser- 
mons ; but, were it put in practice, it 
would make a heaven upon earth. 

*' I know. Reverend Sir, some will 
think me> as they did you, a little too 
plain with the lords and ladies of sin'- 
ful quality, that wduld approve of my 
lashing the little sinners : But I am not 
of this opinion ; for no man can be too 
i^LAJN and BQI.0 in exclaiming agaiast 
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ndidtetyy theft, drunkenness y swearing'y 
&;c- and such other aAd so grfeat impic- 
ties, as I thuik, since it rained fire dnd 
brimstone upon Sodom arid Gomorrah, 
there Was never the like. If it he not 
flow time to be plain and short with 

« 

whores and rogues, however dignified' 
and distinguished, it is time the world 
M^ere at an end. 



^ I confess that the physic I give is 
extremely bitter ; but the age is danger- 
ously ill ; and the remedy, as I shew ift 
the following sheets, must be soniething 
violent to be efTectual. — Plaifily, Sir, I 
here present to your patronage a neia. 
Scheme of Justice ; and, if it tntets with 
your approbation, I shiall hope our se* 
hatbrs vrill smile upon it, and, in due 
time, find out ways and means to have 

« 

it enacted : and, if this New Project for 
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J^tiforrhatioh should not mfeet with Siicill 
good succfess, yet I shall think mj labour 
"Was Well bestowed if it puts Mr. Bisset, 
oi: any other reformer, on speaking yet 
J^lainer English, or taking a shorter way 
yHtb the scandalous livers than I hare 
lierfc advanced. 
I am, 
lleverend Sir, 
Tour great adniirer, 

and very humble servant^ 

The Authoiu** 



•^Aiid so am I this pious gentleman*s 
most humble servant and professed ad- 
mirer. And further, I recommend his 
book to the particular attention of our^ 
pious bishops and wise legislators, in 
flieir laudable endeavours to reform this 
smful agdj foY I am clearly of opinion/ 
^at the people of the present day are in- 

13 



n(J 



finitely more wicked than those of the 
year 17 05, anjl that they require to have 
yet plainer English spoken to them, and a 
new scheme of justice instituted to correct 
their vices ; and that a shorter way should 
Ije taken with scandalous livers, and par- 
ticularly with the lords and ladies of sin-* 
ful quality ; and that no man c^n be too 
plain and bold in exclaiming against and 
in correcting all immorality and Jacobin- 
ism of every sort, kind, quality, and co- 
Jour. A total new system of correction 
must take place; our punishments, pe- 
nalties and prisons are in general of little 
avail : our prisons are palaces, and places 
of ease ; and that in Coldbath-fields, in- 
stead of a. penitentiary chouse, is an . ele- 
gant retirement, an otium cum dignitate, 
a real rus in urhe, or an urhs in rure, 
whichever you please. No, no ; none of 
these things will avail ; we must at last 
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adopt the plan of this pious gentleman, 
laid dowii with such judgment in the 
book I have just mentioned : from which 
I shall select a few passages, beginning 
with the Sabbath-breaker, the adul- 
terer, and the whoremaster ; for from 
these three spring all the immorality and 
Jacobinism of the present times, 

r 

The author of this pious book writes 
as follows : " And in r^ard the sabbath- 
breaker is the greatest criminal of this 
kind, his doom shall be this ; one third 
part of his estate, whatever it is, should 
be forfeited, to get the poor people some 
clothes, that they may make their ap- 
pearance at church. Then, as for himself, 
he should be forced to build a, seat at his 
own charge, whifch should overlook the 
rest of the church, and there sliould he 
$it every Lord's day for a twelvemonth ; 
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and the Tsader i^ould be sent h^itie afi^ 
hira to inquire how much of the sermon 
he remembers ; and whether he can re- 
peat the doctrine^ th« methods and tho 
ambdivisipns. If he gives not a good aCr- 
count, his con^ement mu$t cpntifnicu 
Farther, should the sabb4th-bree^ter be 
ever so old, yet he should ^ obliged to 
say the catechism in the church, before 
^ full copgregation, once a month for ime 
ye&i. Were this prescription of punish^ 
ment but well looked after, Engl^aul^ \ 
api persxiaded, would not expose herself 
to the wrat^^ of Heaven every Lord'? day 
as she does." 



And I am a)ifio persuaded she woi^ld 
pot ; arid the soonei^ we see tl^jiese wi^ 
aiKi pious regulations iaforcpd, the ujiosr^ 
e^ctually shajll we be able to strike a^ 
the root pf thoa? vices that inf<pst us. 
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He prQceed& to speak in the foUomug 
manner^ -of fornicators, ^dultenrs, and 
whorem^sters.— '' I shall next ^hew the 
sHORTJB$T^ being a new way to refonp 
them. In order to punish tl^e whole 
system of debauchery, I'll first b^in with 
the lund keeper of quality, let him be 
Lord or Buke 'tis matter of iudifierence 
with me, and the method Fd take with 
him should at once discover an4 pwiish 
him. A proclamation should be published 
th^t every Miss that is kept by a Lord or 
Puke, upon mailing the discovery, ^ould 
h^ve three thousand pounds confiscated 
fm hef own use, out of her keepef'^ 
estate ; three thousand pounds should also 
he confiscated, out of his estate,, to the 
poor of the parish where he has his seat ; 
aiid fonv thousand pounds more to carry 
on the w;ar. Farther^ the person thus 
d^scQinered, i^ould be obliged to publish 

I 4 
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9n advertisement of his own shame^ at 
his own charge, in the Gazette for a 
month together : and should any person of 
quality solicit any street? walker, or any 
othetr ; upon good evidence of the fact, 
she should have one thousand pounds for-r 
feited out of his estate, and he should be 
divested of all his titles, and thrown out 
of all capacity to serve in any office of 
trust or profit in the three kingdoms.-r-Let 
us now descend to the common sort of 
mankind. The fornicator should be whipt 
from Guildhall to Charing Cross ; a third 
part of his estate should go to carry 
Qii the WAr, a third part to the person 
that makes the discovery, and a third part 
to the poor of the parish, and himself 
sent over seas into her majesty's service, 
The adulterer should refund his wife's 
fortune, have the marriage nullified, his 
QWn personal estate should go to main*^ 
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tain poor men s sons at the university, 
^nd he himself should enter into her ma** 
jcsty's service. The gallant that is sur- 
priced with his Miss^ should have his 
estate confiscated to maintain the hospi- 
tals> and himitelf sent to Bridewell to 
beat hemp two years, and afterwards go 
into the army.'* 



Kow, in all these points I difier but 
in a very small degree with this pious 
man's instructions. The poor being much 
better provide for in the present days^ our* 
universities. also being in the highest state 
of affluence^ and bur hospitals supported oii 
^ most liberal and extensive plan, I think 
that the diffferent sums of money which 
he wishes to be appropriated to those 
uses, should, with that part he already 
directs, be appropriated to carry on the 
war. 
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Moiieo^irr^ provided these laws wca 
wcii and duly enforced^ they would bring, 
in an immense revenue: and certaifi I 
am, the income tax might very speedily 
be repealed ; by which the burthens of 
the people would be greatly relieved^ ^nd 
ihp country enabled to carry on the war 
at the expence of vice. It certainly is -the 
shortest way to deal with whores and 
rogues ; and by these means wt should 
sf^dily get rid of them all. . CHir cofifeirs 
vould hp fiUed, ^nd our arniica recruited ; 
and in time, these salutary measure* 
would be the means of plucking up by 
the raots the immoralities thai; abannd 
among us, 

In addition to these pious inatitutions^^ 

let that moral law, which has been al- 

« 

ready agitated, immediately take pl^ce, for 
no person whatever, excepting medi^ 
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i^use to fclcb a aiediqal mm, ia c4«9 oC 
sickness ia the fainilj, during tbt ^uip 
of dirine aervipe on Sund^ijs, I shfiH 
l^ake the Hberty of giying a few lunfei (• 
the bishops and legislators, how ^ li|<>» 
dical men should act on that daj. Thejf 
sihould be 3tati«ii^d as the wailchnp^p are, 
^nd each havp hia ^paratc walk, and ]s,f^ 
liWYing, and going tteir rouiid« with dili- 
gence and ^tteation. 

bi case of aidkness it would be ne« 
cei^sary to have proper signals appointed 
to attract their attention. For instance. 
Ha man was taken il|, a pair of breecb^f 
might be hung out of the window on a 
long pole ; if a woman, a petticoat ; and 
jf she be taken in labour, a birch broom. 
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or a pair of ram*s horns. If anj ladjr 
should require the obstetric aid of an ac- 
coucheur, and he should have turtied- 
round the corner of the street, he may 
Be called back by beating on a frying- 
pan with the poker; as that sonorous 
music must attract his ear at a consi-^ 
derable distance. 



In these times of universal alarm and 
general arming throughout the nation, I 
am astonished that administration have 
been so backward in shewing their per- 
sonal zeal in the defence of the country ; 
especially after the laudable examples 
daily before their eyes, of the most dis- 
tinguished characters, as well as private 
gentlemen, gallantly stepping forward to 
protect their native land from invasion *<. 

* In the Bloomsbury association, Dennet the 

* ^ 

banker is a serjeant, the Chancellor a corporal, and 
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It must have grieved a heart of sto4^ 
on the last review, in Hyde Park, of the 
Volunteers, on the nativity of our sove- 
reign, to have viewed so many respect- 
able men so bespattered ahd besmeared 
from head to foot, without a single dry 
thread on their bodies ; the water abso-^ 
lutely running out at their breeches knees : 
— and then their dear wivesy and lovely 
daughters, following the fate of the hus^ 
band and parent; some returning hom'6 
ivith shoes, and sohie without shoes, from 
Bunhill-row to Ealing or Acton. Severer 
service never was seen. What with wo- 
men fainting through fatigue, drums beat^ 
ii3g, dogs barking, and children half- 
drowned crying, a more lamentable scene 

the Duke of Bedford a private ; and all in the same 
company, s6rjeant Dcnnet, corporal Loughborough, 
private Bedford : — and the Duke of Montrose is a 
private trooper in Col. Herries's corps of cavalry. 
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jacver was exhibited to the sj'riipatbiiiig 
f^ctator. 

Before this day of universal distress, I 
had lamentfed that I never had the ho* 
nxmr done me to be called upon to enrol 
Hiyself in any of the volunteer corps in 
Locndon : — I therefore, that day, which 
never Can or will be forgotten, staid at 
hK:ime; and, feeling, from experience, 
what the gallant soldier sufiers on a mardb, 
from inclemiency of weather, the melting 
sight must have drawn many a tear from 
Hiy eyes. Administration would be badly 
occupied, if obliged to attend to the drill 
three or four times a-week, which they 
mast do to be tolerably perfect,- arid tt>' 
handle well their arms : thev are much 
bett<ar employed in handling the treasury 
stores, and guarding the State from ex- 
ternal and internal dangers. Yet thcjr 
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ittiglit do seriiething, by way of encou^ 
raging others. I therefore propose the 
foUbwitig plan of exercise fot them> 
which, with the most profound ^efiirencc 
snd respect, I submit to their considera- 
tion, and wherein they might be perfect* 
cd in their leisure hours, , and without de-» 
tachitag them from that public duty they 
oWe to their country. This is no less than 
to form thcfrnselves into a military musical 
btodi 



Mr. P— — t, from his well-tnoWn abi- 
tities, might soon be taught to play well 
on the violin : — the first fiddle and leader 
of the band is best suited to his capacity. 

The D~:ke of P d will graciously 

condescend to play the second fiddle. 

There is no doubt but that Mr. D as 

is already perfect master of the highland 
fea^pipes. To Mr. W m, as secretaty 
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b£ war, I would assign the drbm> afid 
Mr. CanniDg may be taught the fife* 

Lord Gr -le has afi excellent embou* 

chure for the French-hom ; the Marquis 

of B ^ham has bellows enough to play 

the bassoon ; George R— ^se should sound 
the bugle-horni knowing already the dif- 
ferent calls for service by instmCt : when 
perfect, on that instrument^ he will be of 
great use to the band, by sounding the as-^ 
seiiibiee, not only to this small, though 
formidable military corps, but to their 
followers. The advance, the retreat, the 
halt, disperse, and skirmish, blow them 
in together; but never blow that fatal 
sound out : indeed his lips are not 
well . formed to produce that tone ; nor 
Would the corps> however perfect in their 
discipline, understand or obey any sucll 
notice. An ode might also be composed 
by the Poet Laureat, or Peter Pindar, en-* 

3 
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titled the Vital Christian, which might b« 
performed on Christmas-day and Good 
Friday. Mr. W — b ce might also 

accompany the band, on particular fes- 
tivals, on that solemn instrument, so 
much r^evered in ancient times, the 

feackbut; ^vChile Sir R d H— II 

might beat time ^th the Bible in one 
hand, and Joe Miller's Jests in the 
other* 



When the theatre is ready, and ttej 
performers ill in their places. Lord 

li -p 1 may draw up the curtain, 

and his son^ between the acts, be permit- 
ted to snuff the candles and sweep the 
stage. The whole might conclude with 
a grand naval firework, and display of 
the celebrated battle of the Nile> supej^-. 
intended by Earl Spencer, he being most 
justly entitled to'^the merits of that de- 

VOL. U4 K 
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partment. If the audience should call for 

a dance, the Ch ^r, Mr. D — das^ 

and Lord Liverpool, might appear in a 
Scotch reel ; and if the audience should 
insist on a song, these three distinguished 
performers may sing, if they hav* not 
forgotten it, '^ Over the water to Charley," 
The inferior performers may be taught 
the Jew's harp, salt-box, and hurdy-gurdy. 
A treasury ode may also be set to music, 
and played by Mr. Pybus on the flute- 
broomstick. 



1 am astonished that this heaven-bom 
administration havenotintroducedflogging 
into this country, it having been found of 
such infinite benefit in Ireland, in making 
people speak out and tell the truth. For 
my part, I think if the minority were to 
be soundly flogged, it woxild do them a 
great deal of good: *I will be bounds 
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Although thsj have abused the war from 
the vety beginning to the present moment, 
that every one of them> before they had 
received five hundred lashes^ would be 
brought to tell the truth, and confess that 
it was both just, and holy, and necessary. 
As for Charles Fox> as long as he con- 
tinued in retirement, I would not have 
him punished ; but if he dared again to 
interfere with the affairs of state, and 
interrupt the endeavours of the present 
administration, who, under preternatural 
auspices from above, have brought this 
country to such a state of affluence, gran- 
deur, and plenty, I would have no mercy 
on him. Sheridan has a constitution that 
will bear any thing ; while Grey, Tierney, 
and Burdett, are young enough to take some 
hundreds each : but above all others I would 
punish that impudent fellow, Courteney, 
with the utmost severity, for daring to 

K 2 
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make a joke of eveiy thing that falls from 
a treasury bench; and for his wicked 
presumption in ridiculing the pious and 
laudable endeavours of the Afridoulann 
thropic vital Christian. 



13i 



CHAPTER II. 

Continuation of Advice to the Lovely 

Cyprians. 

jC e lovely Cyprians, never hire a young 
fly-catching foot-boy, or a diminutive de- 
formed footman ; but keep a stout, sturdy 
young fellow, about five feet ten inches 
high^ two fqet six over the shoulders, &c. 
Such a servant behind your carriage, or 
vii^alking after you, has a noble and ele- 
gant appearance, commands respect, and 
-will protect you from the impertinent 
vulgar. 



The modest women all have very tall, 
jhandsome footmen ; a diminutive little 
T^rretch would considerably diminish the 
4ignity ^nd pomp both of their rank and 
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equipages. Then how pleasing to their 
vanitj; when some female friend in the 
evening says to them, " My dear Lady 
Kitty, how divinely beautiful you looked 
this morning, in ypur new state-chair, 
going to Court ! — what handsome liveries, 
and what four charming tall footmen! 
— with what grace they tripped before 
your chair ! — I vow I was enraptured with 
the whole. — When I am married, I shall 
take yoiir equipageis and servants for nay 
model." Some very censorious men, 
and a few disappointed old maids, have 
wished to make the world believe that 
there are many noblemen indebted for 
their birth tp footmen, as well as that 
there are footmen indebted to noblemeq 
for theirs. But I am sure no libera! mind 

. • , » 

can for pne moinent liarbouf such % 
Buspidon. As for yo^, ye beautiful Cy-^ 
priaos, I ain certain you have too mucl^ 
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pride to condescend to such degrading 
familiarity. 

But if you are very scrupulous and te* 
nacious of your character in this respect, 
I recommend you to hire a stout, well- 
Jooking black servant. Then your repu* 
tation and virtue can never suffer from 
the most censorious and antiquated 
prudes; for, what woman can be sus- 
pected of submitting to the smallest fa- 
jcniliarity from a nasty black creature ? 

No good servant, surdy, will ever refuse 
to exert his fullest powers to please a 
kind and liberal mistress : therefore your 
footman's attention may be of consider* 
aMe use to you, in the absence of your 
friend, or when the Captain, or your 
flash-man, is following his occupation, 
scamping on his prancer upon the high 
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toher, or at some countiy fair midking 
thejlatts of the quid: prigging a read-^ 
er, or dorsing a darkey upon the queer 
roost with some other rum blowen, who 
is kind enough to dabble his luUy in the 
morning whilst he lies in bed, that he ^ 
may appear before you in the evening 
clean and neat. 



For the interpretation of the above 
elegant phrases, I refer you to a book in- 
titled ^^The London Sharper;*' contain-? 
ing a dialogue of that most useful and 
elegant accomplishment, the slang Ian-" 
guage. I recommend it particularly to 
your perusal for the purity and elegance 
of its style, and grammatical accuracy, foy 
which it has been so justly praised by all 
the Reviewers, 



|t will npt onJy afiprd you infin^tti 
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amtisement and instruction^ but will guard 
you against Tarious impositions practised 
daily on the xmwaiy, and make you 
acquainted with those necessary profes- 
sional accomplishments, such as coming 
thefawney, lidly-prigging, the dohhing 
cant, the running rianbler,' sJ^^lark' 
ing, blue pigeon^flying, making a stall 
for a reader, or a screen, or a rum 
squeeze at the spell, the runny snarel, 
Jiow to slang your mawley, to scamp, 
prig, floor, doo, hobble, frisk, mount, 
lumber, and fence; how to mount by a 
Jacob and force a kenn; to be careful 
of the young dabbs, and the Queen Eli^ 
SMbeth ; it will teach you, when aiiy rich 
man is dorsing a darkey with you upon 
the queer roost, how to frisk his group-- 
ers for his reader and screens ; together 
with various other necessary and amiable 
j^ccomplishments. I would with ple^r 
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sure have translated the aboye phrases 
dnd ej:pre8sions ; but I am certain I 
fibould draw on xne the oblpquy of all 
the philosophers an4 literati^ as well as 
doing an infinite detriment to a brother 
author; it being the duty of every man of 
taste and literature to endeavour to pro-* 
mote the sale of so valuable and much to 
be admired work. You, ye beauteous fair 
ones, so distinguished as you ever are for pa- 
tronizing the arts and sciences, and endea^ 
vouring to carry them to the very height 
of perfection ; as that valuable booj^ cost$ 
only sixpence, will, I am certain, contri- 
bute to the works of a writer so pregnant 
witli instruction and jsentiment. 



Of all connections and intri^es, that 
with a flash-man is the worst : for, when 
you are tired of the fellow, it is very dif- 
i&cult to get rid of him ; and some wo- 
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men, who want resolution, often conti« 
nue to support this fellow in idleness, 
who, if he were industrious, might earn 
a very competent livelihood on the high- 
way, or in some ingenious art or science 
in this town, of which these gentlemen 
are in general so perfectly masters. Be- 
jsides, indolence is the bane and destruc- 
tion of all trade. This fellow, instead ot 
perpetually draining your purse, if indus-? 
trious, would prove a very \i6eful mem^ 
ber of society, and of considerable benefit 
to our trade and manufactures; for all 
philosophers and statesmen have acknow- 
ledged, that private vices are public bene- 
|its, and that no nation can be rich and 
powerful thqt is truly virtuous ; and that 
not only highwaymen, but even house- 
breakers, are encouragers of industry, and 
contribute materially to the support of 
many honest tradesmen apd artificers ; 
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for the highwayman, who takes from the 
rich traveller, spends his guinea at night 
in a tavern with as much freedom as a 
duke, which goes ultimately to the bene- 
fit of the vintner, brewer, butcher, &c. 
and generally contributes largely to the 
support of some favourite fait one, who 
must not only have the necessaries of life> 
\fnt be supplied with gowns, caps, linen ,- 
stockings, shoes, and many other articles 
of our manufactures : thus, by this gen- 
tleman's exertions, a great advantage is 
derived by the mercer, linen-draper, shoe 
maker, hosier, &c. Were all the world 
honest, and no housebreakers or high- 
waymen, half the blacksmiths and lock- 
smiths, who form a very nuraerous and 
opulent part of our artificers, would be 
mined;' for we should have no use for 
iron-bars and bolts to secure our houses, 
pr locks and keys to secure our money 
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and property. I well knew that wumenr 
even of your refined taste and exquisite 
judgment often find charms and accom- 
plishments in these gentlemen^ as men 
of elegance sometimes acknowledge the 
beauty, and reverence the charms, of a cin- 
der-wench or a beggar-girl ; for beauty, 
from a true amateur, receives equal ho- 
mage, whether it be found in a drawing- 
room or a dust-cart, in a duchess (x a 
demirep. 



I shall now, therefore, endeavour to in- 
struct you how to get' rid of such trouble- 
some intruders, as these flash gentlemen 
generally are. During the time of the late 

> 

commander in chief, some of your friends 
might have had interest enoUgh to have 
procured him a commission in the army ; 
for, ^s his unbounded and undistinguish- 
ing philanthropy was extended to coach- 
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painters, glaziers, waiters, and persons of 
the meanest occupations, I hope it would 
not have been denied to one of your fa- 
vourite protectors ; and though he might 
not possess the brilliant military talents 
which have so eminently distinguished 
those officers, and justified that chaste 
and honourable choice of their kind and 
distinguished patron, yet he surely would 
be more able to perform his military duty 
than old maiden-ladies * and children at 
school. 



The scrupulous attention our present 
commander in chief has paid to. the cha-*- 
r^ers and conduct of officers of the 
army, and to the pay and clothing of the 
meil, is absurd to a degree : and how such 

* Soon aftfcr the beginning of this war, two old 
raaiden-ladies received the pay of subalterns in the 
arrav for a considerable time. 
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a conduct can have gained him that at^* 
tachment which the army shews him, is 
astonishing to me. No moral or reflect «• 
ing man can commend him, for he has 
even been so cruel as to publish the names 
in the Gazette of helpless lovely babes 
and superseded children at school who 
bore commissions ; and has even taken 
the bread out of the poor innocents' 
mouths. 

Then that attention paid both to the 
quality and quantity of the clothing deli-* 
Tared to the soldier^ has been the means^ 
most unjustly, of depriving officers com- 
manding regiments of drawing for more 
clothing than there are soldiers in their 
regiment : this has so depreciated the value 
of many corps, that, comparatively with 
the fonner establishment, they are hardly 
i^orth tht acceptance of any man of 

1 
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fashion and fortune, and most particularly 
in the militia, who are for the most part 
commanded by noblemen and gentlemen 
of the first property and consequence in the 
land* Again, the commander in chief is 
highly to be censured for so rigidly en- 
forcing the delivery of the clothing an- 
nually to every soldier, which, in some 
corps, I have been informed, was only 
distributed every other year. This has 
tended to make the army unfit for active 
service; for the commanding officers 
judged very properly, that the worse 
the men were clothed, the more hardy 
they would be, and of course more fit to 
bear the fatigues of a campaign. Then, 
his having positively enforced that every 
soldier s coat should be lined, which, in 
some militia corps, has been formerly o-^ 
mitted,in order to inure the soldier to coldi 
and make him more fit for service^ has 
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made the soldier so tender that he will 
only be of use a few sun-shining days in 
the beginning of the campaign, and will 
spon be in the hospital. In short, these 
coniplications of errors are so conspicu- 
ous, that I wonder how any set of men 
can approve of them. 

As it is totally impossible, I give 
you my honour of it, while the present 
commander in chief continues in office, 
for you to provide for this gentleman in 

« 

the army, I recommend you to give 
your favourite, discarded swain, sufficient 
to purchase an horse, a pafa: Qf pistols, 
and boots ; in short, to fit him out 
complete for his occupation, and charge 
him never to see your face again. If 
he dares intrude on you after this mark 
of your kindness and regard, the best 
method. I can recommend to you i» 

VOL. II. I^ 
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to apply to the impress-service, when, by 
a feiv condescending familiarities with the 
gang, and permitting the captain, when 
he comes to London, now and then to^ 
visit you, you may secure a very warm 
birth for this impudent intruder, either in 
Africa or St. Domingo ; from whence, it 

is an hundred to one, he never will re- 

</ 

turn. 



Thus I have given you, to the best of 
my abilities, a description of flash-men 
and footmen — how to get rid of the one, 
and how to make dioice of the other; 
but without the smallest intent of low-* 
cring the former in your esteem and 
friendship, or of depreciating the valu€ 
and respect d^e to the latter. Flash-mett 
are very useful to you, and the passioti 
for them is both natural and innocent ; 
Sknd as I bav« in^rticted you how to get 
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ttid of them, or ptoride for them tviien 
they are tio longer engaging, you ^vill 
henceforward hare the pleasure of en^ 
joying their company with much greater 
satisfaction. 



From an early attention in life to the 
Scriptures, I hare ever held it sinful to 
be rich : For it is written in the Testa- 
ment, that it is as impossihle for a rich 
man to enter into the kingdom of Heaven, 
as it is for a camel to pass through the 
eye of a needle* The rich are not the 
happiest mortals on this earth; and as 
riches tend to ensure miseiy in the world 
to come, I am astonished, therefore, that 
people in general should so ardently seek 
after them, and labour so incessantly in 
the pursuit of them. Considering hap- 
piness in the world to come to be in* 
finitely preferable to the uncertain plea* 

T. 2 
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sures of this life, I have ever banished 
riches from my doors^ and despised them 
as they deserve. The word camels in the 
above Scripture phrase, I must inform 
you, as it gives me infinite pleasure to 
instruct you in all things, by very learned 
commentators is supposed to be errone- 
ously translated, and that the real word 
ought to be cable: but whether it be 
camel or cable, both arc impracticable ; 
and the impossibility of either being ac- 
complished, seems to threaten all rich 
persons with misery in the world to 
come. 



As I have, perchance, dropped into a re- 
ligious subject, I shall go a little further : 
I shall not trouble you much on that 

score; as it must be a matter of total 

. . . ' 

indifference to you to know whether 
Martin Luther, when he died, as the Ro- 
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man Catholics assert, was drtink, and 
taken away by the Devil in a whirlwind* ; 
whether Mahomet went to Paradise^ as 
it is said, on a Jack Ass ; or whether the 
Popes take their flight there on broom- 
sticks. These things do not concern you. 
As for the present Pope, I sincerely 
wish him a happy and pleasant journey 
through the air on a broom-stick, or 
astride any thing else that he may choose 
to be mounted on ; for, although the 
Papal power has certainly been gone to 
the Devil for some time past, I by no 
means wish his Holiness to follow it. 



Te lovely Cyprians, let me instruct you 
never to swear : , it is not only sinful, but 
extremely vulgar. It is bad enough in a 
man, but in a woman it is shocking and 

L 3 

* A Cacacl^emone sublatum fuisse. 
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disgusting. Therdfore, when you wish 
to assert any thing with energy, on a 
Sunday you may say. May I never go to 
Heaven if such a thing he not true ! On 
week days, you may use the follow- 
ing expression : May I never enter a 
pair of sheets again ! On trivial occa- 
sionSj you may swear hy your ehastity ; 
for which expression you cannot be ri- 
diculed by the generality of modest wo- 
men , as long as you live with one man, 
and intrigue only with half a dozen, more, 

I wish I could with propriety recom- 
mend modesty to you : but modesty is 
by no means suitable to your characters ; 
nor will it satisfy your wants, any more 
than a fat sheep would appease the hun-> 
ger of a starving cow: moreover/ 1 as3ure 
you that it is quite out of fashion, and 
totally exploded in the higher circles ; for 
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the blushing goddess has spread her winga, 
9nd taken her flight from their doors as 
well as &ofa yours. . Indeed there would 
he no harm or sin in swearing by Pha-« 
roah's Foot, bj Aaron's Rod, by Moses's 
Beard, by Sampson's Nose, or Balaam's 
Ass ; or you may cheat the Devil of an 
oath, as the Americans do, and say. Tar- 
nation seize me, or swamp me, if I don't 
do this or that ! But they arc all \adgar ex- 
pressions; therefore, attend, if y oil please, 
to the three forms I have recommended 
to you, as they are religious, afiectionatCj 
and chaste. 

Economy in your house-keeping is ab- 
solutely necessary. Above all things, you 
should diUgently attend to the method in 
which your servants are fed : if you do 
not, they will soon eat you out of house 
and home. Never permit them to take 
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cold meat, either at breakfast, luncheon, 
or dinner ; for it is universally acknow- 
ledged, that one pound of hot meat will 
go nearly as far in a family as two 
pounds of cold, and particularly in sum- 
mer. I know this myself from expe^ 
rience, that in the hot weather I can eat 
heartily of cold meat, when I cannot 
bring myself to taste hot j besides, three 
hot meals a-rday will give your house- 
keeping the appearance of grandeur and 
liberality, and your purse will reap a 
considerable benefit. The cold victuals 
should be' hashed up both at breakfast 
and Juncheon in the frjdng-pan, with a 
plentiful quantity of suet and dripping, tp 
make them relish it well. I will be 
bound they will not consume half as 
much meat in a day, as they other- 
wise would ; and if they should, out of 
spite to you, eat heartily of these savoury 
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hashes^ it will make them so sick that 
they will not be able to relish any meat 
whatever for two days at least> by which 
you will be a considerable gainer. You 
should also provide each of your ser\ ants 
with a pair of large spectacles, of the 
first magnifying quality, and never per- 
mit them to sit down to any meal with- 
out wearing them ; for they are as ne- 
cessary, and as useful in your kitchen, as 
the pots, kettles, and spits. Glasses of 
such magnifying powers will make a 
lark appear as big as a fowl, a fowl 
as big as a full-grown cock turkey, 
ducks and geese as big as bustards and 
swans, a leg of mutton as'lai^ as a 
hind quarter of beef, turnips and potatoes 
of the size of melons and pumpkins, and a 
twopenny loaf as large as a quartern. 
And as philosophers assure us that pain 
even is only imaginary, we may justly 
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bclievic the same of hunger. Thus, if a ser- 
▼ant, who cats no more than one pound of 
food, imagines, by the aid of these glasses^ 

that he has eat three pounds, his hui^ei* 

ft 

will he as fully satisfied, and he will rise 
from his meal contented ; while you will 
have much less to pay your butcher, 
baker, and green grocer, 

I do not think it would be amiss if you 
were to tell your servants, although yout 
do not wish the world to know it, that 
you are of the Roman Catholic faith, and 
that, on account of your religion, you 
cannot permit any meat to come into your 
house on Fridays, Saturdays, and other 
fest days. Surely it will be no hardship 
for you to dine one day in the week on 
fish. Do but this, and display now and 
then a handsome cross on your breast^ 
and hare a stand made in that shape fop 
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your parrot to perch on, they will im-» 
plicitly believe you^ and you will save 
two days meat in seven. Then consider 
what a wonderful deal of, money you 
will save in Lent. Although I vow that 
I am a great advocate for all forms and 
ceremonies in religion, yet I would not 
have you think I am so rigidly scrupu- 
loua> absurd, and bigoted, as to imagine, 
that if a Catholic should take a fancy for 
half an ounce of meat on a Friday, or 
even eat a Welch rabbit in Lent, or that 

< » 

;a J«w should i^artake of a pig's tail 
£nedj w^hich is a very delicate morselj 
that either of them would be excluded 
i&wn future happiness, 

Tou may, I think, with propriety, esta- 
Hish oipie banyan day in the week in 
your family ; and if the servants complaiuj 
tell them they are a set of impertinent 
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fellows and impudent husseys ; that the 
sailors, who are fighting for their country, 
and risking the dangers both of battle 
and shipwreck, have always one banyan 
day in the week, and are perfectly sa- 
tisfied, 



Although I have taken the greatest 
pains to instruct you how to conduct 
yourselves through life, as long as you 
continue votaries at the shrine of the god- 
dess Cytherea, yet I should be wanting 
in attention to your future comfort, if 
I did not in some measure endeavour to 
instruct those of your cast who may be 

-desirous of entering into the holy bands 
of matrimony, how to conduct themselves 
after they become wives. Your situation 

' will be totally altered, for, in a Cyprian 
state, you are yourselves alone amenable 
to the laws of your country for bad con- 
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duct and misdemeanor: but, when mar-^ 
ried, the husband becomes responsible for 
the , misbehaviour of his wife ; therefore 
the law very justly gives him a power to 
correct her with calmness and modera- 
tion. But lest, from a brutal ferocity of 
passion, some men might coerce their 
wives with too much violence, a learned 
Judge, now no more, thought fit, in his 
wisdom, to make kjiown the law rela- 
tive to the size of the instrument with 
which a woman may be coerced, and so- 
lemnly declared that it should not be 
larger than a mau's thumb. 

Although the learned Judge, was not 
sanctioned in his opinion relative to the size 
of the instrument of fcoercion, yet the very 
first Law opinion in the country supports 
the legality of the punishment ; I mean 
the celebrated Blackstone. I ^hall give 
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jou a passage out of his Commentaries^ 
which I hope will operate as a gentle 
hint to you^ as it plainly shews you what 
power the lawt of your country gives 
the husband over his wife> in cases of 
disobedience and misconduct. 



Thus the learned Judge Blaekstone 
writes in his Commentaries, vol. i. 
p. 444. '' The husband also; by the oW 
law> might give his wife moderate cor- 
rection ; for, as he is to answer for her 
misbehaviour, the law thought it r^iason- 
able to entrust him with this power of 
restraining her by domestic chastisement, 
in the same moderation that a man is al- 
lowed to correct his apprentices or chil- 
dren, for whom the master or parent 
is also liable^ in some cases, to answer : 
but this power of correction was confin- 
ed within reasonable bounds-, and the 
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husband was prohibited from usittg any 
violence to his wife, aliter quam ad re- 
rum ex causa regiminis et castigationis 
iixoris suae licite et rationabiliter pertinet 
The civil law gave the husband the same^ 
or a larger, authority over his wife ; al- 
lowing him, for some misdemeanors, jia- 
gellis etfustibus acriter verierare nxo- 
rem ; for others, only modicam castiga- 
tionem adhibere'^ 



As, from a defect of your education, 
you do not, ye lovely Fair, understand 
Latin, it is necessary you should be made 
acquainted with this point in law, as^ it 

materially concerns you. The sentence 

« 

of *' flagdlis et fustibus acriter verberare,'*, 
when the true sense of the words 



taken, implies, that in some cases, where 
the crime the wife is guilty of exceeds a 
common misdemeanor, such as making him 
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a cuckold, spitting in his face, or breaking 
his head with a chamber-pot, (the latter 
of which, when fast asleep in bed, a 
friend of mine suffered from a most 
lovely and affectionate wife,) in such 
cases the law permits him to give her a 
sound horse- whipping, or to knock her 
down with his fist, and give her two 
black eyes and a bloody nose. 

Take care, therefore, how you behave 
when you are permitted to partake of the 
blessings and sweets of holy matrimony, 
and remember I have given you an early 
warning. I must for myself candidly 
confess, that this law is particularly con- 
stituted to promote the mutual peace and 
happiness of the marriage state; as, from 
experience, I can testify, that in some fa- 
milies there would be no existing without 
it, so wonderful are its magic powers in 



r 



idi 

J)r6Se'rying peace and harmon;^ betwcfeh ii 
fond wedded couj^te; Sometimes^ cveii 
when the law is reversed, it has its salu-^ 
tary ef&fcts, as there shotild be good order 
preserved either by brie party or the other. 
I confess it oftcri gives me great satisfaction 
to reflect^ that> whilst I carry in my 
hand an oaken shillelah, I am sanctioned 
by law in the use of it : for if the law 
permits a itian to beat a tender delicate 
womati with a stick as big as his thumb i 
iSurely no law will punish *me for beating 
a greatj Qlumsey> overgrown, insolent ras- 
cal with a stbut cudgeL In this there! 
is a double propriety ; and in using 
it I have ever considered myself as adting 
jstrictly accoi'diiig to the letter of the law^ 
and sanctioned by the legislature { for theS 
same reasons, I hold it lawful to horse- 
whip any person who has grossly insilltcdi 

VOL* II* H 
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me, and reftises to give dtitisf^ction ; but 
as whaldng a ^gentteman from beaA to 
foot is but, at the best, a coarse and vul- 
gar revenge, I think, to do the thing po- 
litely, it would be fully (sufficient to ride 
tip to him, cradk your whip at him, anA 

cry— ^Ware horse ! you son of a . 

The insult is ju6t as great, and th^ labour 
less. 



• f 



It is the duty of every man o^f 'honou<r 
to protect the fair ^sex, and even tp risk 
his life in defence of their honour, 'happi- 
ness, ^d welfare. >Every brave man will 
protect them from insult and injury, and 
;will find a recompence, devoutly to 
be wished for, in their afiections and con- 
-ifidenie ; while be Who tamely permits 
the wrongs they sufier to go unrevenged, 
- will 4fteet MA^ 4is ' deserts— the hatred 
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ajoA cctfjtcsa^ of i&e jloy^ie^t part otf hu- 

im^ m.tBre, for 



Hotte but tl]e,brave deserve the fair. 



I must, bowevcr, confess, that youhsLYe 

•no xight to >einbrotl ua in your private 

-quarrds one with another, though of 

iiusyouare too often guilty. All ptbate 

<].uaa:els .between woman and woman, 1 

am of opinion, should be settled by .you 

^tbout .our interference ; and if things 

4iave gone to so great a length that they 

.cannot be jsettled aiul accommodated both 

with honour and. satisfactionto each parti^, 

I can see 4 no .reason why you should *not 

.<lecide the .quarrel hj sword and pistol, 

*in the same manner as men do* A :fei|r 

•^uejks w^ould be of infinite service .to the 

fek sex in.general. It would pr^ent, in 

aconsiderabled^ree, your slandering and 

M 2 
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traducing each other's characters so gross- 
ly as you now are accustomed with im- 
punity to do. In all cases of love, when 
the green-eyed monster jealousy pervades 
your heart, you might call the rival ene- 
my to the field, and, in single comhat, 
openly and holdly seek revenge ; ^ a con- 
duct by far more noble than having re- 
course to. those base and underhanded 
means you now are so wont to take to 
be revenged of your rival or the object of 
your hatred. It would also, in a great 
degree, preserve your chastity ; for many 
of you have spared no pains to draw off 
the afiections of a man from the woman 
devoted to your hatred ; and have even 
gone so far as to make a sacrifice of your 
persons to him, without the smallest af- 
fection, but for the sole motive of grati- 
fying your revenge, by distracting and 
breaking the heart of the female you hate. 
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whose happiness was fixed on him. It 
would also prevent, in a very consider- 
able degree, all cheating at cards, which, 
I am Sony to say, is too prevalent even 
in the highest female circles ; for if Lady 
Kitty should observe Lady Jenny cheat- 
ing, she might kick her down stairs, and 
not let t]ie company be disturbed any 
further with their broils and wrangling, 
but settle the affair the next morning in 
Hyde Park, 

Many of you are also very quarrelsome 
in your cups, when bottles and glasses fly 
about as thick as grape-shot in an action, 
by which your lovely features are some- 
times wounded and disfigured. Sword 
and pistol would materially correct these 
enormities, and many others which at 
present are too tedious to relate. 

M 3 
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What gallant actions tBe newspapers 
would frequehtfy announce ! as, for in- 
stance, " Yesterday Mrs. C — ^^— and Mrs. 

D ", two lovely high-spirited Cjprians 

of the first class, had each a desperate reA- 
contre in EFyde Park : they received dght 
shots a-piece, hut neither of them would 
give in: the Bow-street 'officers interfer- 
e<f, arid took them heforc Mr. Justice 
Bond; hut no one appearing for their 
c^ftracters, and offering to bail them, but 
George Hanger, whose recognisance the 
riiagistrate would not accept, at the same 
time wai*riing him to be careful of his 
own conduct, they were committed to 
the house of correction, and sentenced to 

mill doll *. The Duke of and Lord 

appearing in their behalf next day, 

* For mill doll, vide the Dictionary, of the Slang 

Language. 
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tbey were liberated, on findmg security 
1m their future good behaviour/' 



Suchparagraphs as the follpwiag would 
also eoliren the duleiess of newspapers : — 
'^ We are happy to inform the public, 

that the dispute between Mrs. and 

the CcHintess of -r — -, which originated 
at a division of the spoils of a Faro 
Bank, has been arranged, to the mutual 
satisfaction o^both parties, by the inter- 
ference of their friends, Mrs. made 

use of isuch ^oss reflections^ that the 
Countess could no longer retain her anger, 

but pulled Mrs. 's wig off, and threw 

it behind the fire. The Countess has 
bought her a new jasey, and asked her 
pardon. The Countess's coachman very 

kindly lent Mrs. »- his wig to go home 

with that night, to prevent her catching 
cold." 

M 4 
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^' It is with the greatest pleasure we 
announce to the numerous friends of Ladj 
Dorothy Brown, that her Ladyship is de^ 
clared put of danger from the thrust she 
received in the lower part of her stomachs ■* 
^* We are happy in being informed, that 
the Countess of Bellebriggin is hourly rer 
covering from the wounds she received 
in the last duel : her Ladyship has had 
seventeen different rencontres this winter. 
The wound has been diligfently probed, 
but the balls have not yet been found, 
and the surgeons are of opinioix that they 
did not enter.'* 

Much good, I am convinced, woul4 
be derived from women having recourse 
in their private quarrels to sword ?tn4 
pistol; and I trust the fair sex will 
t:ake it into thpir coiisideratiQn, w4 
adopt it, 



^ ' Yesterday Lady Kitty , and the Countess 
of I  -.. ,^ met in Hyde Park, the for* 

mer attended by Gen. Tarleton, the lat- 

terby Col. Hanger : at the first discharge, 

the Countess fainted, and felL into the 

» 

Colonel's arms. The General imagining 
the Countess to be killed, persuaded Lady 
Kitty instantly to make her escape. On 
the General's attending the Countess, and 
her . friend the Colonel assuring him she 
was not wounded, the General then call^ 
edifor water,, and applied a bottle of salte 

to her nose ; but George Hanger, laughing 

« 

at the General, said, '^ He would be shot if 
he had not something better in his pockety 
that would bring her to immediately T' 
Knowing the. weakness of the Countess's 
perves, he very prudently had provided 
himself with . a drani bottle, giving the 
. Countess a sip or two, not of gin, which 
phortly recoveredher, and she gallantly call- 
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ed for her second pistol. Lady Kitt j baring 
fled, prevented this affair from- goii^ 
greater lengths : it has since been ar- 
ranged by the seconds, to the mutual 
hanour of botfe parties. This unfcnrtunate 
affidr originated from Lady Eatty saying 
publicly, that if the Countess had called 
her an infamous scoundrel^ she (the 
Cotintegis) was an infamous rascal. Lady 
Kitty very properly apologized, and de- 
cilared, that if the Countess did not intend 
to call her a scoundrel, she. Lady Kitty, 
did not intend to call the Countess 
a rascal. George Hanger vas decidedly 
of opinion that they should be brought 
ifito the field again, and swore most man^ 
f«illy that he did not understand such 
logical apologids ; but neither party being 
very desirous of meeting again, the affitir 
was terminated." 



J71 

'^ A very serious quarrel took place yes* 
terday, at a private tea-drinking party, 

between Lady A and Lady B  

Lady A^ — ^— told Lady B , that her 

Jitisband was a euckold and a nincompoop: 

Lady B did not seem to take the 

former abuse much in dudgeon, but she 
lost all temper on the supposition of the 
latter, and vowed most solemnly that 
whatever her husband might be, he was 
no nincompoop ; that it was insulting 
her delicacy and feeling in the highest 
degree, to let loose such a suggestion. 
From words they came to blows : in the 

contest, Lady B struck Lady A — ^--- 

with the heel of her shoe, and broke the 

bridge of her nose. Lady B has 

since presented Lady A with a cantf, 

which Lady A laid gently over her 

shoulder, which was judged a sufficient 
atonement for the injury her Lady^ip 

\ 
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received on the projecting feature of the 
visage/' 

Te lovely Cj-prians, as you are eminentlj 
distinguished for your attachment to sol- 
diers^ any thing which will be instrumental 
to the advantage of the army, and to the 
honour and glory of our country, will, 
I flatter myself, meet with your patron- 
age and approbation. Many people are 
of opinion, that there are as many shades 
of courage as of beauty ; but I differ 
widely from them. All Britohs arc na- 
turally brave, and I presume equally 
conspicuous for courage ; nor do I believe 
that one single shy cock is tp be found in 
the three kingdoms. Indeed, some few 
officers have been found in a ditch ia 
action : but no suspicion of cov/ardice can 
be attached to such conduct ; they were 
only wiser than the generality of their 
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comrades, for discretion is allowed to 
be the ^ better part of valour. Indeed^ 
though a man from his infancy be of a 
nervous habit of body, the moment he 
puts on a red coat, his whole frame is in- 
vigorated, and his heart steeled against the 
greatest dangers. This infallible nostrum 
for relaxed nerves, acts as effectually on 
the heart as a strengthening plaster to a 
relaxed limb, and is as efficacious to the 
liuman frame as firing and blistering to 
a horse ; it braces, makes firm, and brings 
the nerves and heart to their natural vi- 
gour and tone. A glass or two of grog 
taken after a fatiguing march from Ealing 
tp Acton, is as infallible a military nos- 
trum to establish true courage, as Dn 
Brodum's Balsam, and Dr. Godbold's 
Botanical Syrup, for the cure of asthmas 
and consumptions. But the common 
soldier is so stupid and wrong head- 
cdy that he - cannot be brought to believe 
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the troth of this, though, to a man of 
common sense, it is as intell^ible as the 
Popish creed. Nor can he be brought, to 
place the same degree of confidence, when 
kd to action, in a commanding officer 
who has not been exposed to danger, as 
in one who has seen active service. 



As .there are many of our generals, and 
by fsLt the greatest number of field officeiB^ 
who never saw a shot fired in anger it 
their lives; both for t;he satisfaction of 
the common soldier, and for the honour 
]»nd interest of my country, I propose 
1:hat every general and field officer, who 
has not seen active service before they be 
permitted to take upon them the com^- 
juand of a brigade or regiment, shalLhe 

* 

commanded to walk backwards and for- 
wards for one quarter of an hour behind 
a canvas screen, about eight feet high> 



f 



17s 

placed in front of a battalion of infantry^ 
the men, firing all the time as <\mck as 
possible at the cloth*^. The soldders then 
will have coafidenee in the valour of their 
eommandiiig officers. Another benefit to 
the country would be deiived if these 
projposals were enforced : We shoidd not 
then see so many gentlemen raise jregi- 
xn^nts, with no intention whate^^er to go 
with fehem^ on active service, who now 
xeceive their pay and do ^nothing for it. 
'By such wise regjilations, all our -g^ne*- 
rals and field officers wo^ld be men of 
tried valour, and those who would not 
•submit to undergo the proof must ve^ 
«ign and give up their pay ; which would 
occasion a very great diminution in the 
army estimates. 



* This was written in 1798, long before the expedi- 
tion to the Helder; all officers on that service arc 
fairly exempted. 
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The Commissary Genefals> Qiiartef* 
Master Generals, Barrack-Master Gene5-» 
rals, Pay-Master Generals, and their de-* 
puties, should all be compelled to pier- 
form the same ceremony, as it is equally 
as satisfactory to the soldier to be fed/ 
quartered, and paid by a brave man, as 
to be led to action by one. These gen-* 
tlemen cannot possibly refuse so trifling a 
request, considering the great emolu* 
Qients they gain by their places, as to be 
shot at for one quarter of an hour only 
during their whole lives, when the officer 
is liable to be shot at every week or day 
in the year. I should imagine that no 
man could be found so wanting to his 
own interest as to refuse being made 
permanent Commissary General, Quarter*- 
Master General, or Barrack-Master Ge- 
neral, on such easy terms. I forgot to 
mention that a ditch should be dug con- 
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figuous to the screen, about eight ^feet 
deep, where the first class of the Hii^ 
mane Society of surgeons might attend. 
All those who are wounded might be per« 
mitted to roll into it; for it would not be 
fair to fire at them when they are down« 

I must confess that I am a great advo* 
cate for the new pivot manoeuvre, of 
wheeling backwards, from the fiicility of 
its b«ng pcrfonned with such safety in 
all broken grounds, and especially in. 
roads where the waggon ruts are deep, 
and in felled woods, where the stumps of 
trees are left standing, or where the roots 
of trees have been grubbed, and the holes 
not filled up. 

* 

Although the soldier performs this re-* 
trograde manoeuvre with perfect ease and 
safety, and without ever tumbling down^ 



yet I am 6f opinibrf, if he wete taught to 
cfance, particularly all stage steps', it^ 

would h€ of great benefit fo him; for no-' 

• • • » » 

thing forma the limbs, or instructs a man* 

f ' r 

to walk gracefully i?o well as dancing :' 

besides, nothing is more effect ual to tearfi 

a man to keep his mouth shut, and 
• • •- 

his ears and eyes open, which is so es- 
sential to perfect discipline and good 

.  « • • • 

order. I think the soldier might be taught 

« • • • « • • 

to keep the step* with greater precisidri 

in wheeling backward, if a sharp pointed 

irori*^ peg, about one inch and * a half 

« 
long, was fixed in the heel of every 

soldier's shoe; then if any' man should 

forget lo step "backwards with the proper 

leg, his comrade before Mm would be 

sure to pin his foot to the ground, which 

» ( • • • » 

would enable the adjutant to find out "the 
soldier who was to blame, that he might 
be £ent to the drill to be perfected. At 
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soJdkr. i^.gu^y lof '^laeoincgnl^ty ; £rirt 
alibxmgh tiiey ofbeorlicad bp,iioeiaiqother 
toes^cmil break^thcik* copiraules ahSn; l)iey> 

r . . . . *. 

I 

fascinating and^ cd^gsuGit Words of : (H^n^^ 
tziai|d : tbe cdd £ishioned e^rtesran> ^ B^ 
tbe.right>dress/''^*;By the left, dt^/ 
- vaiigarand incoji^p^hdnsible; 
Ikis a Ji^aisinng c^^feot on tiar soldier/ fur 

it not only teaches Um i jrcguli^ritjr in idt 

« 

duty, but gives him an agreeable facility 
of aqiriAting, wMch; wlfen kiffi.duty, he^ 
can ^m to faia a^^vahtage, iiy^ being ablf 
.with ^eat^ disiat ind geaiie io ogleitha 
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it hu been m toy power, to obimtict 1117 
idcfafl. and arraoge my advice for your iu- 
turehappine»» pteasni^^and advantage, in 

» 

order ind method ; but as affidn of conse- 
quence to mysdf will thaxAj engage my 
attention, and deprive me from giving up 
any more of that time, which, hitherto, 
I :have with so^mudh satis&cfion devoted 
io yout interest; and to the correction of 
tibe iniraiorality aiid Jacobinism of the pre* 
Kot age, I am compelled to giv« my far* 
ther . instructidns to you, in an uncon- 
nectrd and irr^ular way, just as the ideas 
arise inr thy 
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c d First iof alii 1 entreat you, who may 
perchance- have, children^ never: to permit 
tluim. to be chrif^eited at home in a piincfa 
bowl, or in one of Mr. Wedgvrood's earth- 
en utensils; though I know it to be fa- 
thiodabie Amongst the gtMt. Go you to 



ehurch with them; it Js by far mope doeo^ 
reus : as for myselfy^ if I had twenty chil* 
dren, not one of them should be christen^' 
ed but in a river> as it was done of ohi« 



I must confess^ I ani a great admirer 
of short waists and thin clothiog^ :, fbr-t 
;nierlj, when the women wore stvcng 
stiff stays and cork rumps^ ^oti might 
as well sit with your arm round an oaken 
tree with the bark on» as round a lady*5 
waist ; but now^ as you have seldom any 
: moret covering than your shi^ and gown 
of a cold day, your waist is extremely 
warm and comfortable to the feel. Be- 
sides^ it is saliitary to go thin clad, to let 
. in the ambient heat.. The loose attire of 
your petticoats and gown is not^ only 
graceful, but very convenient; it being 
equally appropriated to. the utility of 
women of fashion, and women of up 

» 3 , ' 
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fashion ; it bein^ admirably ctostnicted 
either for a youiig lady to conc^ a big 
belly > or fbr'ashjop-lifter to hide a bale 
of^dds. I Vill do you the justice to say> 
that in summer you. go thin enough clad, 
as very few^ of ymi wear moite than a 
shift>: a thin linen jtetticoat, and a musti«L 
Ipown' : but. in. winter, the icdd compels 
you to hide your -afcapcs. moi^ than I can 
'wish for your 'sakes, as T am desirous that 
your beauties .should ever 1>e displayed ^ 
f aras decen cy will axhnit > therefore, instead 
of wearing a dicjagr*, which most of you 
very prudently dcria winter, ihotigh it to- 
tally destroys the symmetry of your 
shape, I recommend you, in lieai of it> to 
wear a very thin oikd-tsiik petticoat of 
a sky-blue or flqsh cplotir : this is the; 



* A dickey is a short flannel petticoat,' reaching 
4qwi> below the knee, * ' . ...,.»/' 



. warip^iest attire you can put on, as no air 
. wihatever can penetrate it ; apd then it 
is so thin, that not a 'dimple or muscle 
caw escape the eye- Some few of you 
who are most perfectly formed, may wear 
. bjjeech^s, made to fit you to the greatest 
nicety, of iSl^sh- colour oiled silk, and over 
jwhicji pothuig but a thin muslin petti- 
coat and gown, the transparency of which 
will shew your shapes to the greatest ad- 
vantage, and tlien you will not he in 
danger of catching cold. I really am of 
opinion, that many of you have been 
^ilty qf an error, in leaving off false pads, 
especially all those who are deficient in 
respect to that without which no woman 
' can claim any tolerable degree of per- 
.fection. They were useful and convenient 
. jn other respects ; for, on a Sunday, you 
might caify your prayer-book in them 
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on one side, and one volume of my works 
on the other, to prevent your falling 
?isleep in church-time, if the sermon 
ishould be very dull and long. A further 
benefit many of you who are ill-bred 
might derive from them ; for, if you be- - 
haved so ill as to be kicked but of com^ 
pany, the seat of honour could receive 
no damage, 



Elastic false bosoms are much in 
fashion ; but they never as yet have been 
turned to proper advantage. An ingenious 
artist might so construct them, that you 
might conceal your love-letters in them ; 
for your mothers are all acquainted with 
the old stale trick of tucking them under 
your garters, pr in your shoe, and may 
search there for them. If they were made 
of a comf ptent size, you might carry 
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your fevourite; squirrel in one of them, 
which would be a guard to you gainst 
immodest intruders^ 



Upon mature deliberation^ I think thet 
wigs now so much in fashion are the 
safest places to carry your billet doux ; 
for, let your mother suspect you ever so 
much, she cannot be so rude as to pull 
your wig off in company, or even to 
discompose your coiffeure. 

Fashionable and elegant expressions, 
when in public company, ye lovely Cy- 
prians, are not only agreeable, but de- 
note a good education, and shew that 
you have kept good company. Be mindful 
of the following, which you may apply 
as the conversation will admit you to 
bring them forward. " Patch," " What 
» bore," '' That's the barber," " Go it," 



N 
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** The tippy and, the twaddle," " What 
a swell/* " Keep n>oving/* " All my 
eye, Betty Martin," " Go along bob ;" and 
above all things, never forget when asked 
,^y question which ypu do not choose 
to answer, to sell them a bargain. 



Te lovely Cyprians, Father Foigard, 
(with whom I agree/) says, *' Receiving 
money before-hand is a bribe ; but if af- 
terwards taken, it is only a gratification/* 
Be, I pray you, mindful of his instruc- 
tions. 



Thece ape many patents for the cure of 
smoky cbimnies, I mean of houses, which 
are infallible ; but it has hitherto puzzled 
the ingenuity of man to cure a natural 
smoky chimney. Cardamum comfits, 
mellifluous and odoriferous draughts, may 
for a few hours conceal the defect, but 



ft cat! fiever. lie -for anj time efiecTu^Ily 
prevented, but by ajttijig off Uie Jie&d^ 
•wliicjij though racier, a np¥el and danger- 
<ww t^rationi^xc^t. performed by a 
ivcrj? skilful artist, may be peji^formed, and 
_you may enjay every. &cuUy of nature 
4$xeept seeing, hearing* speaking, and 
•smelUng; for the particulars of which 
•I refer you to a book written by an in- 
g^nioi^s acquaintance of mine*. 

Nothing sets a woman off so much, or 
makes her appear moi:e graceful, than an 
elegant and d^nified manner of walking : 
to plant the foot wdl, and turn your 
toes out, ia the first of all > accomplish* 
mfents. j^Encas knew his fliother by the 
^t^ignity of her walk, before she spoke 
tQ him ; vera incessu patuit dea. For 

« 

* Coctor Kentish's Treatise on the Use of the 

Ouiljotine. 
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the divine majesty of woman is displayed 
in her very step. Nothing is more disgust- 
ing than to see a woman, let her be ever 
so handsome, hurrying on with her toes 
turned in, like a duck walking down a 
gutter in a thunderstorm. You that are not 
naturally endowed with this happy accom- 
plishment, should take a dancing masta: 
tQ teach you to walk gracefully ; thQugh 
I think a drill sergeant is more capable 
of setting you well on your haunches. Be- 
sides, if you are militarily inclined, which 
is the rage amongst the ladies of the pre- 
sent day, he can instruct you in many 
useful evolutions ; can teach you the In- 
dian way of fighting ; how the covered 
way may be attacked and defended, 
how to batter a breach, or storm a fort- 
ress, to draw the sword with skill, . and 
to fire in all attitudes, without winking 
or blinking. 



i8d 

To please you, ye lovely Cyprians, I 
hare purpoady avoided the regular form 
of Latin grammar and syntax, which 
must have been extremely disgusting to 
you. All mood and iiguro work abound- 
ing with well-^tumed periods and pris- 
can purities, resemble too much a Mo- 
saic pavement and Dutdi garden, all 
cut out in squares, and divided geometri- 
cally ; the regularity of which is ofiensive 
ta the eye* 

The reader will distinguish as great capa^ 

tility in my writings, as the celebrated Mr. 

Brown expressed on viewing wild, iiregu- 

lar featured land, which ^^vas to be laid 

out in pleasure gardens^. ^ Besides, too 

' * Mr» Brown, eminently distinguishecl for laying out 
and improving pieasare ground, when he found he could 
beautify a park or pleasure garden, said, ** There was 
great capability in the ground.'* From which expres- , 
sion he acquired the nick-name of Capahility Brown. 



jQff 
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tfiuch attention to grammar WouM feifve 
so cramped my pen, I ' could not have' 
written Vith -any degree of pleasure or 
satisfaction. I freely confess, that it is a$' 
p^iinfiil a task for me to write and speak^ 
grammatically; as it would be to study^ 

walkia^ by the rules of equilibrium. 

• » ' .» 

I haVe often, ye lovely Cyjfrians, thought 
What infinite service and pleasure tnan 

» • • • • r ft 

'ft^duld* derive from* being awe to ny: • As 
there are flying stage coaches, £yin^ h¥6aa 

wheel waggons, flying artillery, and fly- 

» • • • - 

ing diilies,- 1 am astonished that hiimali 
ingefluity has not found out the art to 

enable^ tnan' to fly, who is by so itiany 

• «, •■•'* •■' ■' 

huncired degrees lighter than the above 
hiachmes, Whifch ail fly* 1 hare bfleri 
lamented that I was not bom with 
wings. What service I could have ren- 

4 

dered my country ! No admiral or gene-* 
ral could have served without my ascist-* 
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ance ; and vsrhen the livers are frdik^, I- 
could cany dispatches to and froifa the 

• • • 

continent* But the ^eatest nX aH ^atiift^' 

~ ' • • • * 

factions and pleasures would be ftykig 

in at your windows, yt Ididfy VsAr, kt a 

dark riight, unobsenred. -Onmafort- W^ 

flection, I atn itidined to think fliat Very 

» «. ^ * , 

few of you, h6w6vet-/ would he benefited 

by niy flying abilities % as from real charity 

and compaSsibfa i ceftaihly should be in* 

duced to spend my* time abroad, attibn^ 

the beautiful nuns in the convents, and 

the lovely fair Circassians locfked tfp in the 

Eastern seraglios. Our women 'haTfe op^ 

portunities enough of meeting thelrloversj 

as you well know> while those unfor-*- 

tunate women have no one to sympathize 

^ » * J 

in their distresses. Then, whaft a gallant 

and "charitable exploit it would be, (to 

fly away with one of the grand Turk's 

beautiful Circas»an mistresses^ cxtty her 



\ 

•* 
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home to her friends, pass a few days with 
her ; return and carry off another, and 
another, until the whole seraglio was 
cleared. This might he done by exercising 
precaution in my expeditions, and taking 
the advantage of a very dark n^ht. The 
Mufti, when consulted by the enraged 
Sultaun, would for certain declare, that 
Mahomet had taken them into the third 
Heaven, and the father of the faithfiil 
would be satisfied. 



^ Ye lovely Cypris^s, I have ever submit- 
ted with the most perfect obedience to 
the laws of arrest in evcay shape, for two 
cogent reasons : first, for the sake of so- 
ciety, and also not without some degree of 
dreaji of entering into a correspondence 
.with Thomas Tullis, Esq, * for it would 



The hajigman, vulgarly called Jack Ketcb, 



not be very agreeable to be troubled even 
yntljL one single line from that gentleman ; 
conscious that the wise> just, and pious 
legislators of our country could never 
suffer any law to exist, which they could 
not perfectly reconcile to their con- 
sciences, and which, when properly con- ' 
aidered, was in the smallest degree op- 
pressive. But, secondly, religious mo- 
tives have induced me more implicitly 
to yield to law processes and expences 
for debt, as I find that the two great pro- 
cesses by which mankind is either stripped  
to his last coat and shirt, and every thing 
but whlOt he has on his body, or is ' cast ^ 
into pliisQa, are both sanctioned by Scrip- 
ture.: for in jeajling St, Matthew, chap. v. 
verse th6 fprtieth, yoiu will find it writ^ \ 
ten, " And if any man will sue thee 
at the. law and take away thy co^t, let' 
him have thy qlp^k also." This un- 
vbL. II. o: 



deoiably i& an ahsdbale saBctkm ^ ^ 
actions^ at Jbsm.faoms^. wbk»h aiXsmh ^ 
gooda and wear»g apparell Agsaai,, 

3Cth^ we ready, *f 3*graei tvTtli* tiibi^ aA- 
versary (advecsary ceitaiiily memsv^ra a<h^ 
toroey) qaickly mishilfit tiioii*aiit m t^ wa^f 
with ixitn,, lisst al: aay tixM i)m ad\«»aiy 
ddKipcer thee ta the j«>^;tv^ and ^le judgi^ 
deliver thee ta the afficof; asdi tdioii be 
cast into- ]lfibQicJ^ > Htoe agait^ i^se &ad^ 
a positiye senctioni &£ alt ^a^es. whUlu 
take tite bo^ ih ecoectitioru By tfae» 
abov4s ti»t» fr^m Scdipt^re^ yoo wi£t 
pdaitily observe that the Ia;^f m Itktm 
days acts as progres^^el^y^ step h^ irtq^ ast 
in the days of St MatdseW'; &a:'tixekwj»t 
(yoOT/ adigersat y) fiist ^endei a bailiC te^ 
take yott ; &e k>eks yDutHf^ kit a spuAjpai^ 
house; from theiu?e yont ai a eofcrBiitfied t» 
Newgatdi whi<sh yon may^atM^oi^ if yaiv 
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€att afford rH, %y feehig removed' by ttabeas 
Corpus ttiy the Sing's Beiich. Id rfie first 
imii (Jtetifitekis,yi h&yt'bteti tactt than 
dbtfdient tatft« lettcroffhe Scriptural law; 
for> ^Beb^ flie' ftailitfsr came for my coaf 
aM clo^ lk> toy house, they alsb had my 
*bckiAgi> flhoe6>. shirts, anrf breeches ; 
to whiett I subfeittedf with aH humility ; 
altho*^ \t ^HxM: hare b^en ^tty dis- 
tressing to me, and a *Woiiderful loss ; for 
those verjr clothes would Have beefi solrf 
a« pubUd auctiorr for a;irifle when com- 
paiHsd wrflb thcJr real* yalue \a me, as it 
i*«<mM have cost me at least ohe hundred! 
afld€ftypotmds-tb replate them', fof a debt 
6f ftwrty^ght' pottiidk; had they net per- 
<!iiaftce beenr given by the s^eritf^s dfficer^ 

« 

to i&y^ii^d Mr. GraHaHi the' ailcfioner, 
■who genecottsly* paid the nlcJney fdi* me, 
a»d preserved my clothes; fop pay the 
■itebt I abioiutel^r could niDt a( that 

• 2 
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nor -could -I- liquidate it for many month& 
with my generous friend Graham. Here 
both the lawyer and Mr. Graham verified, 
the Scriptures : but the world I trust will, 
give the greater credit to the latter ; for 
the lawyer, when, I was helpless, \^aoA:. 
me in-, but Mr. Graham, when I was 
TiaJced, clothed me. I cannot help, 
but with, a considerable dearree of satis- • 
faction and pleasure, remarking the very- 

moderate costs 1 on this action of forty- 

„ . * * »i» " . <f ' 

eight pounds, they not amounting to 
much above one-^half of the original debt, 
which I think I may say^ and I am certain 
was a bill given by toc for twenty-six or . 

thirty, pounds^ not exceeding that sum; 

,. "• 

for^ in many suifs tji^t have been brought, 
against me,/ J have often pa/d costs.- 
a mojnritir}g to . within - a . trifi^, of ths ab-r 
sphUe, original deJ^t] of .which I have ; 
given ttw^ reader some,, authentic sped-*, 
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mens, where I have paid nearly one hun^ 

* 

dred per cent, costs of suit to the law- 
yer,, and hardly ever less than ^fy per 
cent. 



What advantage is it to you, ye lovely 

Cyprians, if a man possesses the most 

< 

transcendent abilities, and wiH riot afford 

» « 

you his counsel and friendship ? IMine 
are of a very inferior degree ; but such 
as they are, I have given them' to you' 
spontaneously : nor have I made any* 
conditions with you ; yet, I must confess 
that it is not my intent to give you this 
advice gratis, nor have I pleaded your 
cause without a ' retaining fee : for I 
have long had the satisfaction of be- 
iiig the chamber counsel of many of 
you. ^ ' " - \ ' . . / 



1. > 



• Let others pk)T!igh the main ift (juesf ef 

o 3 



19^ 

gold, juid rm^ok Iadi»> hittrmi^ soil w 

search 4?f ^ems ; or b»vc the wicked 
jnessengpr of death, to graep that phan^ 
torn. Honour, in the tented field. My 
bark shall spread her swelling sails, and 
bear me to that happy isle, wherie jretgns 
in loveline§,$ attired the Eaphian /jueeQ ; 
^eo wijl I bend the kaee and sacrifice 
with her sportive nymphs on Cyth^erea $ 
ajtar, and pay d^e jiomage to the Queea 
of Love ; for, to lovely woman, mdupught 
but her on earth, will I pay hoinage. 

. Attentive a§ I have been to your iiii- 
terests in tbis world, yet I shoul4 be d*-* 
ficient in true regard to you, if I were to 
study only your temporal welfare and 
happiness. Life is but a span long ; but J 
have employed every ability I am master 
of, to render your short passage through 
a world fraught with mkery, 9s com-- 



4aait 



ISSew;^ k ^ tny tieiioiis and ^^^IfCtun sA- 
vioe, iiwr <be «aice of jAour itnmoiftal part, 
*i> ict jKMT ioButeliottrs bt de^'oted to the 
Tabonacle^ wliere^ with d«e attention 
tB Hk tdxtKry admonitions ^ t^ die- 
ta^es of tJa£ |iktfiB Doctor 6quifitam, you 
may speedily be regenerated, be received 
as babes of grace, tmd admitted to those 
&sists ^ ^om serai&ic kve, where none 
bvKt thetruiypettiteiitifere adi3)itted ; «ndy<w 
anay tiiesi <defy tbe cloven-footed gentle- 
raaAandailla^iswor^. kis notmypractict 
to cahinafiiate aiay <OQC ; but you know it 
to be tnK that i^ is a ^^eiy scurvy^ iras^ 
cally acquaintance^ who> if you continue 
dbiy connection with him^ will not leavfe 
joa.a rag'^-wi^ ocut a single rag to yo^or 

^ 4 
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For the more speedy accomplishing 
your regeneration, you should pay atten^- 
tion also to the private lectures of the 
foot soldier in the guards. Swaddling 
John, and Captain Joyce, formerly a 
boatswain s mate on board a man of war ; 
but, above all, I wish to draw your atten- 
tion to the Work of the pious Doctor 
Huntington, intitled Huntingdon s Bank 
of Faith. 

This pious divine was formerly a coal- 
heaver, afterwards a cobler, then a gar- 
dener. The inferior situations in life that 
he occupied can be no disparagement to 
him in your minds, for poverty and ob- 
scurity were his only faults ; yet, in the 
.most painful distress,, he never deserted 
the service in which he was engaged. 
Let me entreat you to attend to this pious 
man's Work, hi^s Bank of Faith; walk 
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* * 

in the paths he has trodden, and have but 
the same faith which he tells you he ever 
had in the worst of times, and you will 
be sure to succeed and prosper. It will 
not be possible, then, you shall ever want 
either food, raiment, or any other necessa- 
ry, to make this transitory life comfortable. 



Tou will observe, in perusing the ex- 
tracts which I shall select from this pious 
Christian's works, how his faith was re- 
warded ; for, although he never provided 
for his own sustenance or clothing, or 
that of his family or wife, and let the mor- 
row ever provide for itself, the Power 
'whom he served never failed to send him' 
every requisite necessary for his support. 
.When he was absolutely starving, he was 
6iiddehly furnished with partridges, fab- 
hits,' and money. When tired, he unex- 
pectedly received a horse to ride oq, and 
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«t the fiaine time a tailor ^ppeutA 1m 
measure: faim for a pair of leathern 
breeches to defend his postenors fmm 
excoriatitni on horseback, when, in bn 
^^ealous exertions to preach the word 4if 
God^ he h&d worn out his vrors6si small 
clothes^ and exposed his ^lansefni partSp 
(to use an expression of Mr. Burke>) to 
the ridicule of the iunholj xnultkude. 



His pious wife aJso^ whraishe urantedi. 
4i^ of tea, and had no monej to purchase 
it, had but to order the maid to lx)ii the 
kettle, and, before the water was tho* 
roughly warm, sQilie ministering angel sent 
her tea : all this ebe acquired by having 
faith. Beniindful, yeamiableCyprians,that* 
without faith jou can have no hopes^ and 
with perfect faith, every thing may be oh* 
tained> as this pious Mr. Huntingdon haa 
gravely and gratefidly informed us. 
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. K 70U but possess the same Inward 
CeeliDjgy you need not despair of recei'^ing, 
jisom the ^ same ben^cent hande, beeC 
0iaiton^. tea, petticoats^ and gin, which 
yDJip of course, prefer to .such a washy 
Taporovjs hererage as tea, 

I shall now request your attention to 
^e tiRllowipg e^^trdct^ from this pious 
Christian s Works : I wish to imprint 
them on your minds, that you may know 
what benefits may he derived on earth 
from true faith. The truth and asser- 
tipns gf tbi3 piousf wan, this spiritual 
sb(^h«rd, who ^tJbereth together the 
«heep who have wanderM away from 
the sheepfold, and fed on the wormwood 
;ind rue of vice and ungodliness^ instead 
of the clover and cinque-foil of holinesSi 

x 

cannot be 4o«bt^ I cojQCQand you* 
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you, by the sincere interest I take in your 
tvelfare, that you will not only study this 
pious man's Works, his Bank of Faith, 
but have faith — aye, and faith in him, and 
in every thing he relates ; for without it 
you cannot expect to be regenerated or 
saved. 



Extracts from Huntirigtori s Bank' oj^ 

Faith, 

*' As the life of faith consists in bearing, 
the cross of Christ, we must not expect to be 
long without trials. — Providence soon frown- 

, » 

cd on me again, and I got behind-hand as 
usual. This happened, too, at a time when 
my wife was lying-in, destitute of those ne- 
cessaries of life which are needful at such 
times. — ^Tlie nurse came and told her there. 

r 

was no tea in the house. — My wife, replied, 

* Set the kettle on, if there is not. ' — The 

nurse (whose name was Ann Webb, a daugh- 

, • ' • ... 

ter of mine in the faith, . and the first* soul 



\ 
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that God called liy nie)' said, * You have no* 
tea, nor can you get any.' — My wife replied/ 
* *• Set on the kettle. '-—She did so; and, be- 
fore it boiled, a woman (with wh6m at that' 
time we had no acquaintauce) came to the! 
door, and told the nuij^e that she had brought- 
spme tea as a present for .my wife. Th-M- 
God, \i\\o shewed Moses a stiek to sweeten- 
the Waters of Marah, sent a little tea to bit-' 
ter .the water in my dame's^ k45ttle. Soon af-- 
ter my 'dame got over her lying in, tidiilgs 
were brought to iis'.that a gospel itiinister' 
waSc dqm^ng (Jown to Kingston, to preach an 
evening lecture, and to break bread to the 
congregation. I had a great desire fo go to 
the table, and also to have my child baptised 
at th^ same time : but, as I never could go 
from the Lord's table without offering my 
npte, and at this time had no money in niy 
pocket, I did not go. However, I beg- 
ged of God to seu/d me a little money, some 
way or other, for this purpose ; which I ve» - 
rily believed he would. So I waited till 
iWitfcin hdf ,an hour of th? time -to ^, a^d 
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fhn began to -think i should bd <b33^}mtS^ 
cd : bttty just as unbelief set me to murmuf^ 
iiig and coraj^lawkigy I beard a mdn vidtf c^ 
to itty dooF asr I ifatf ia my study at tbe baek: 
part of the hoose ^ and, whtn he rokk atrarf^ 
again» 1 called to my wife to grt icadjr W> 
gow * Gret ready r said she, * wbf ydtf 
knov we hdve no money!* — ' Poh.! poHT 
«iid: I, * God; haa sent the money !'— And 
true endogh it was that God had sedt it ;^ 
fpr all ::he business the rmm had widi us waar 
t^ give us some money ! Surely it i«s^ God' 
that sent him, and none else f fi)r, if ^ef 
halis ^ dHir bead are all numbered, we haver 
reason to believre that our wants^ are; and' 
if God kee|)5 our hairs ftom falling to tfee^ 
ground, he ceitainly supplies our wantsr ttioi 
Thus the good^ God and Saviour, who tmidd 
a* fish produce money for an earthly tiibtrte; 
sent the man with three shillings as aa oStesf- 

« 

ing.to God; and of his own we offered m 
him." P. 7 3-^7 S* 
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Mf ye^r beiBg ncrnr expired, I wanted 
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i Ttev pamomc fivei^ ;. wherefore,, in fiumble 
ftfiytfy I toM my most breased Lord xuA 
Mastar^hftt my y^m was out, and my appaj- 
fel liad— tfeat I had no where to ^ for these 
fl^ttgs hut tJo him ; and, as he had promised 
Ito grre his servants' food ^d raiipent^ I 
hoped he would ftilfil his -promise to me, 
tfhoughr one of the wt>rst of tfcem. Seeing no 
immecGate sign» of my fivirry coming, I tc- 
gftn to omit praying fer it; though Godf 
feys, *Fbr all these things 1 will be inquired 
ef fey the house pf Israel, that I may do 
tbese things for them/ It fell out. one day 
tflbat I called on a poor man, who complant* 
td that he could not attend fhe word of 
God for want of appareL This drove me to 
l^ay agaiir for ray new suit of clothes, that E 
ittight give my old ones to him. A ft w days 
after this I was desired to call at a gentle* 
man's house near London* Indeed it had 
been impressed on my mind for six weeks 
iJefore, that God would use that gentleman 
as an instrument to furnish me with my next 
«it; Andso it feW out; for, when I called 
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on him; upon leaving^ his house he went a 
little '\vay with me ; and, whiie we were on 
the road, he said, ' I think you want a new 
suit of clothes.' I answered^ ^ Yes, Sir, I 
do; and I know a poor man that would be 
very glad of this which I have on, if my 
Master wpuld furnish me with another.' 
}Vhen we parted, he desired' me to call on 
him the next morning, which I accordingly 
did, when he sent a tailor into the room, 
und generously told me to be measured for. 
^hat clothes I chose, and a great coat also, 
lyhen I got the ntw^ I furnished the poor 
man with my old suit. This was the fourth 
suit of apparel that my Master gave me in 
this providential manner, in answer to the, 
prayer of faith. Thus God, who kept Israel'^ 
clothes from waxing old, though in constant 
use for forty years, gave me a new suit every 
year.'' R 79. 80. 

'^ I now preached at London, at Rich- 
mond, at Cobham, at Wooking, at Worples- 
don, and at Farnham in Surrey. This L 



fouud too much for my strength. However, 
I continued for a considerable time, . till at 
kst I was generally laid up sick about. onc^ 
a month. I found I had great need of z 
horse; but feared I shoul4 not be able to 
keep it, if I had one. However, it happen- 
ed that I had a very severe week's work to 
do ; I was to go to . Wooking and preach on 

the Lord's, day morning, to Worplesdon in 

« 

the afternoon, and fronm thence to Farnham. 

* • * 

in the evening; to preach at . Petworth in 
Sussex pn the Monday, at Horsham on the 
Tuesday, at Margaret-street chapel on the 
Wednesday, and at Ditton on the Thursday, 
evening: but before I could reach Ditton 
on the Wednesday, I was so far spent that 
I thought I must have lain down on the 
road ; yet, with much difficulty, I reached 
home, and then I had to go to London. 
Finding myself wholly unable to perform all 
this labour, I went to prayer, and besought 
God to give me more strength, less work, or 
ahorse. J used my prayers as gunners use 
their ewivels^ turning them . every wisiy as 
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the various cases tcquircd, I then hired a 
hofse to ride to town ; and, when I came 
there, went to put him up at Mr. Jackson'a 
ftv-ery-stables, near the chapel, in Margaret- 
ktrect ; bat the ostler told me they had not^ 
room to take hini in. - I asked if his master 
ITas in the yard. He said, Yes- I desired 
to see him ; and he told mc he could not 
take the horse in. I teas then going out of 
the yard, when he stepped after me, and 
askerf if I tvas the person that preached at 

(  

Margaret-Street chapel. I told him I was. 
^e burst into tears, saying, he wduld send 
one of his own horses out and take mine in' ; 

t 

R • 

and informed me of his coming bh6 night to 
hear me out of curiosity, because he had 
1)een informedthdtl had been a coai^heavet. 
lit then told me that, under the 6rk set- 

r 

ition, God shewed him the insufficiency of 
*his own wretched righteousness-— the carna- 

^litji^ and hypofcrisy of his religion — the true . 

., . . . ' . * 

state of his soul — and the necessity of the 

^spirit and grace of Ghrist Jesus the Lord to 

6hsH}ge his heart if ever he wa:s saved ; and 
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blessed God for sending me there! This 
was good news to me. He ako said that 
some of my friends bad been gathering mo* 
ney to buy me a horse, and that he gav* 
tsomething towards him. Directly after, I 
found the horse was bought and paid for ; 
and one person gave me a guinea to buy a 
bridle, another gave me two whips, a third 
gave me somethings necessary for the stable, 
another trusted me for a saddle — and here 
was a full answer to my prayer : so I mount- 
ed my horse and rode home, and he turned 
out as good an animal as ever was rode. I 
believe this horse was the gift of Grod, he- 
cause he telb me in his word ths^ aU tfae 
* 

beasts of the forest are his, and so are tha 
cattle on a thousand hills. I have often 
thought that, if my horse could have spo- 
ken, he would have had mare to say than Bk^ 
taaniz ass ; as he might have said, ^ lam -^n, 
nnswer to my master's prayers-^I live by tfiy 
master^ s Jaithy travel with mysteries, and 
strfFcr persecution, but I do not kaow for 
what.** P. 83-^5. 

t9 
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*^ Having now had my horse for some 
:time, and ridifig a great deal every week, I 
«oon wore my breeches outy as they w^ere not 
fit to ride in. I. hope the reader will excuse 
my mentioning the word breeches y which I 
should have avoided, had not this passage of 
scripture obtruded into my mind, just as I 
Jiad resolved in my own thoughts not to 
mention this kind providence of God.-;^- 
' Aiid thou shalt make them linen breeches 

» 

• to cover their nakedness; from the loins 
even unto the thighs shall they reach. And 
they shall be upon Aaron and upon his sons 
when they come into the tabernacle of the 
congregation, or when they come near unto 
the altar to minister in the holy place ; that 
they bear not iniquity, and die. It shall be 
a statute for ever unto him and his seed after 

.him.' £xod. xxviii. 42, 43, By which, 
and three others, (namely, Ezek. xliv. 1 8 ; 
Lev. vi. 10 ; and Lev. xvi. 4. ) I saw that it 
was no crime to mention the word breeches^ 
nor the way in which God sent them to nie; 
Aaron and his sons being clothed entirely 
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By Providence; and as God himself conde- 
scended to give orders what they should be 
made of, and how they should be cut. And 
I believe the same God ordered mine, as^ 
trust it will appear in the following history. 

'^ The scripture tells us to call no man 
master, for one is our master, even Christ. 
I therefore told my most bountiful and ever- 
adored Master what I wanted ; and he, who 
stripp'd Adam and Eve of their fig-leaved 
aprons, and made coats of skins and cloth- 
ed them ; and who clothes the grass of the 
field, which to-day is and to-morrow is cast 
into the oven ; must clothe us, or we shall 
soon go naked :— and so Israel found it, 
when God took away his wool and his flax,* 
which he gave to coyer their nakedness, and 
which they prepared for Baal ; for which ini- 
quity were their skirts discovered, and their 
heels made bare. Jer. xiii. 22. 

%  ' 

s ft 

'* I often made t'eri/ free in viy prayers 
•with my inmluable Master for this favour ; 

P 3 
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but he still kq>t me so amazingly poor that 
I could not get them at any rate. At last I 
iras determined to go to a friend of mine at 
Kingston, who b of that branch of business, 
to bespeak a pair, and to get him to trust me 
until my Master sent me money to pay him. 
I was that day going to London, fully deter- 
mined to bespeak them as I rode through the 
town. However, when I passed the shop, I 
forgot it; but when I came to London, I 
ealled on Mr. Crouchefj a shoemaker in 
Shepherd's Market, who told me a parcel 
was left there for me, but what it was he 
knew not, I opened it, and behold there 
Was a pair o^ leather breeches, with a note in 
them ! the substance of which was, to the 
best of my remembrance, as follows: 

' Sir, 

^ I have sent yoi^ a pair of breeches, and 

hope they will fit. I beg your acceptance of 

them ; and if they want any alteration, leave 

in a note what the alteration is, and I will 

call in a few days and alter them.- 

J. S/ 



r 



*'l tried them on, and they flttcJ ft$ W«ll a» 
if I had been measured for them : at whicli 
I'Vas amazed, having never |>e€n measured 
by any leather breeches-maker in London. 
I \rrote an ansvrer to the note, to this etfect : 

* Sir, 

* I received your present^ and thank yo« 
for it. I was going to order a pair of leather 
breeches to be made, because I did not know 
till now that my M^jster had bespoke them of 
y oua They fit very well, which fully con* 
vinces me that the same God, who moved 
thy heart to give, guided thy haAd to cut j 
t)ecause he perfectly knows my size, havin^^ 
clothed me in a miraculous manner for near 
iive years. When 3WU ai^ in trouble, Sir, I 
bope you will tell my Master of this, and 
what you have done for me, and he will rc^ 
pay you with honour. * 

*^ This is as near as lam ahk tQ r6lat;e it; 
and I added, 

' I cannot make out I. S. unless I put 2 

P 4 
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for Israelite lAdeed, and S. for Sincerity ; he^ 
cause you did not sound a trumpet before 
you, as the hypocrites do. ' 

** About that time twelvemonth I got an- 
other pair of breeches in the same extraordi- 
nary manner, without my ever being mea- 
sured for them." P. 85—88. 

^* One providence I had almost forgot. 
We were at that time very badly off for bed^ 
and bedding ; my children were no b^tte^ 
provided than the Saviour when he laid in ^ 
nf anger, for they slept upon bags of hay : 
but prayer at a long run brought in thes^ 
things also. Some of my most intimate acj 
quaintances knew how I was tried in this rer 
spect, ^hough I never made it kuowA to any 
liody who was capably of helping me out of 
my trouble. But one night, after I had 
done preaching at Richmond, a person in- 
vited me home to his house, and shewed me 
a large bundle tied up, saying it was for me; 
J asked who the donor was; he replied, 
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1 

1 
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* You are not to know that' learned it 
home, when, lo ! it proved to be bedding, 
and the very things I stood so much in need 
of!" P. 9L 

^* Perceiving. that the Lord approved of a 
bold, though iwt of a presumptuous beggar, 
agreeable to his word, * Let us come boldly 
unto the throne of grace,' &c. I boldly ask- 
ed; him the favour, and persevered in it, un- 
til I was one day informed by a friend that 
four or five pious people were coming on 
Quch a day from JLondon to visit me. Tlien 
my faith tQld me I should soon have the bed. 
Accordingly they came, and we had some 
comfortable conversation together. Toward 
(evening they departed, giving me four gui- 
laeas. O! wh^t. Christian in his right mind 
^ould murmur and complain at his poverty, 
when, with a watchful eye, he sees such li- 
beral supplies poured forth from the inex- 
haustible stores of Providence ! Thus God^ 
who provided a comfortable lodging for 
Eli&ha the prophet, provided ine ^ a bed, a 
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table, a stool, and a candlestick, ' . 2 King* 
iv. 10. 

** I was determined to keep. this money 
for a bed; and therefore went to a good 
Hian in London, and bespoke one ; which he 
very soon sent me, with a rug also, and a 
pair of very good blankets. Soon after I 
called to pay him few it ; when be told me 
to pay his clerk, who gave me a receipt for 
the same; but afterwards the gentleman 
went a little way with me, and at his de- 
parture gave me all the money back again. 
How sweet are temporal mercies, «wheu re- 
ceived by those who are under the influence 
of grace ! when they aie seen to come from 
a covenant with God and Father, in answer 
to the simple prayer of faith. " P, 92, 93. 

'' But when I got about half over th* 
common, .it came suddenly into my mind 
to go out of the horse-r^ad into a little nar- 
row track, which leads over , the hiUs, be- 
twcen the Hand-post and the. Baih-House. ! 
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tould gain but very little ground by tjii^ 
nor do I remember tliat I had ever gone that 
way before; but I soon found what this ini- 
{wression-lheant; for there was to be a battle 
fought between a stoat, or ^weasel, ^ and a 
large rabbit. The stoat, or weasel, was to 
fight the battle and to win the field, and I 

» 

was to take the prey. So 1 took up my rab* 
bit, and gladly carried him home ; and it 
proved as fine a one as I ever saw, being 
quite in season, iri every sense of the word,^ 
for we had nothing but bread in the house. 

** This occurrence happened before 1 re* 
ceivcd the horse. But I cannot recollect 
every circumstance so as to range it in its 
proper place, my memory being naturally 
bad. I lived in this manner for seven or 
eight years together, and every day afforded 
some providence or trial. 

*' My dame about this time was pregnant, 
and not far front her lying-in. She gave mc 
4 large catalogue of the necessaries that she 
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atiould want against that time. I told her I 
had no money, nor was there any signs of 
my having ^ny, and we could not get them 
without. She went on in suspense this way, 
till she expected her time every day, and began 
at last to fret amazingly. I told her I thought 
that God tried her thus, because she was re- 
miss in the blessed privilege of private pray- 
er. I also remarked to her, that God would 
be inquired of by us, that he might do these 
things for us, and that, if she did not pray 
for then>, she was not like to have them. I 
believe this drove my dame to prayer ; for 
soon after this there was a parcel sent from 
Lambeth, another from Kingston, another 
from Richmond, and a few things from 
some neighbours nearer home. I now ask* 
ed the old woman if she thought she had got 
enough. She replied, * Yes, and more than 
enough.' — God had exceeded all her desires; 
for she had feared that she should not get 
money to buy the stuff to make up her little 
things ; and that, if she did get it, it would 
have been so late that she should not have 
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had time to make them ; * but God, ' said 
«he,  has sent them ready*made. ' So Mary 
was very well pleased, and richly supplied. — 
And I think, for three or four. births succes*- 
sively, the Almighty raised up one Dorcai 
here, and another there, to provide for my 
dame against lier lying-in," P. 1 10, ill. 

*^ At another time, when Providence had 
been exercising my faith and patience till 
the cupboard was quite empty, in answer tf> 
simple prayer he sent one of the largest 
hams that I ever saw. Indeed I saw clearly 
that I had nothing to do but to pray, to 
study, and to preach ; for God took care for 
me, and my family also, agreeable to his 
own promise-" P. 1£5. 

* * After I had preached there a few times, 
it came to pass one evening, when I had 
finished my sermon, that a person came to 
inform me that a woman (who was lately 
taken very ill, and was apparently near 
death) desired to see me* I accordingly 
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.went; and, M'Tien I came to her bedfide, 
asked her if she had sent for me. She re* 
plied, *' Yefi/ I asked her what she had 
sent for me to do* She said, to pray by lief. 
:I asked her what I was to pray for — that 
{ifae might be raised up again ? She replied, 
* No ; pray God to give, resignation to hh 
will, and that he may not depart from me/ 
1 asked her if she was sure tlie Lord was 
with her. She said, * Yes. * iShe now gavie 
me a very sweet account of the operations 
of tlie Holy Ghost, and of the precious li- 
berty which he proclaimed by the revelation 
and application of Christ crucified to her 
understanding, mind, and conscience. These 
tidings made my bowels yearn. O! the 
conversion of such souls are greater riches 
to me than all the treasures of Egypt ! God 
in mercy soon afler raised her up again ; and 
she attended my ministry for about two 
years, appearing a most amiable Christian. 
She always «at with her head down, and 
heard me with alt the attention Imaginable ; 
aaid, when she had^ get herportiotty like Han- 



tiali, shewould set off without either look* 
ing or speaking to any body, as if she sus- 
pected every one that spoke to her to be a 
robber of her conscience. Indeed she was 
no bastard — she was my (nvn daughter — shfe 
lored a private religion, that lay between 
Christ crucified and her own conscience; 
and I believe she kept her day-book very 
strictly. Her name is .Stuart. I dearly 

^lo*oed her foul in the horcels of Christy as / had 

.' * 

begotten her, and had sorely travailed for 
htr." P. 143—145. 

V 

*' A good gentleman, with whom I had 
but little acquaintance, and of whom I 
"bought a load of timber,; sent it me in with 
a bill and Receipt in full, as a present to the 
Chapel of Providence. — Another good man 
came M^ith tears in his eyes, and blessed me, 
and desired to paint my pulpit, aesk, &c. as 
a present to the chapel. — Another person. 
gave half a dozen chaird for the vestry ; and 
my friends, Mr. and Mrs. Lyon, furnished 
the with a tea-chest well stored, and a set of 
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china. — ?ify good friends Mr, and Mr^ 
Smith furnished nie with a very handsome 
bed^ bedstead, and all its furniture and ne- 
cessaries, that I might not be under the ne- 
cessity of walking home in the cold winter 
nights. — A daughter of mine in the faith 
gave me a looking-gluss for my chapel 
study. — ^Another friend gave me my pulpit- 
cushion, and a book-case. for my study. — 
Another gave me a book-case for the vestry. 
— And my good friend Mr. E. seemed to le~ 
vel all his displeasure at the devil ; for he 

t 

was in hopes I should be enabled, through 
the gracious arm of the Lord, to cut RaJiab 
in pieces ; therefore he furnished me with a 
sword of the Spirit — a new Bible, with Mo- 
rocco binding and silver clasps." P. 148,149. 

*' However, the Almighty condescended 
to stop the rapid spreading of this disease by 
a singular circumftance. I received the fol- 
lowing note from an unknown friend : 



* Mr. Anti-Arminius's free-grace love to 
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^r. Huntington, begS his acceptance of a 
(li3h of dead men's brains ; he believes most 
of them are of the evangelical family : they 
!will be with him in a day or two : he is de- 
sired to ask no questions of the beaiers. 
^ Dead-man's Place, ' &c. 

*' What these dead men's brains were, I 

f 

could not conjecture ; but suspected some- 
thing to be sent by way of contempt, as the 
doctrines which God hath taught me are 
.point blank against Arminiauism. Howbeit, 
in a day or two the dead men's brains arrived 
in a very large packing-case, brought by 
two chairmen; which I at first refused to 
takeinj suspecting an Arminian cheat; how- 
ever, I opened the wooden scull, examined 
,the brains, and found them to be three or 
.four hundred volumes of divinity, geogra- 
phy, history, &c. 

** A few days afterwards he was pleased 
to send me another dish of brains, or a se- 
cond course; which he informed me, bv 

VOL. II. Q 
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note, consisted of some good and some Inuf ; 
and so I found them: for, among others, 
were the tracts of the irreverent Dr. Priest- 
ley, clothed in a suit of red Morocco em- 
broidered with gold. I had not read much 
of him. before his priestly craft greatly dis- 
gusted me. I stripped him out of his coat 
of many colours, and served it as, I think, 
Christ will serve the author ; that is, I cut 
it asunder, and appointed it a portion m the 
fire, as the Lord will do with all hypocrites 
and unbelievers. I confess I was much disr 
pleased to find some precious old authors, 
who were administering comfort to the peo- 
ple of God, with nothing but a sheep's- 
«kin jacket about them ; while the Doctor, 
that sworn enemy to the God of armies^ 
"(busy in undeimining and destroying that 
comfort,) was strutting about with an em- 
broidered uniform ! * Ah, Doctor !' thought 
I, * I will put this scarlet suit on one of these 
old warriors who have been good soldiers of 
Jesus Christ ; they shall walk in embroidery, 
for they axe worthy. ' Th^e w-ere a few mor^ 

5 



i\y tiypocrltes crept in aaiotig tUem, to whoflA 
I gave house-room until I founcj th«n out, 
when I sent them bag ancj baggage after the 
Docton" P. 157> 158* 

* * Reactef, t could have mentioned many 
more blessings which came to me in a way 
of providence ; but aa I have recited, per* 
haps, too many of then) already, I have here 
given thee only a few fathoms of heavenly 
meditation, with which the God of all grace 
enabled me to sound this mystery in a fit of 
sickness that befell me at Thames Ditton. 
Then it was that I received the greatest part 
of this consistent chain ; the link* of which 
kept every faculty of. my soul, and every 
thought of my heart, so delighted and en- 
tertained, that I sat down a most willing, 
submissive, and delighted captive, at th^ 
foot of my prevailing lover and almighty 
conqueror." P. 172. 



. The above extracts^ which I have 
taken from the righteous bopki wid<(^ 
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ten by that pious coal-heaver, cobler, 
and divine. Doctor Huntington, intitled, 
Huntington s Bank of Faith, I most 
cordially recommend to your attention, 
ye lovely Cjrprians! By them you' will 
be taught how to wrestle with Heaven; 
but remember, you must use your pray- 
ers as gunners use their Swivels*, turn- 
ihg them every way as your various cases 
require, or they will have but little effect; 
and you nlust positively leave off dance- 
ing, for that, he informs you, in page 27 
and 28 of his pious book, ** is just a^ 
serviceable a net to ruin souls as devils 
could invent/' Observe, when you pray 
for any thing in which you are consider- 
ably interested, that you go under a hedge 
to pray, cut a stick half through, bend it ' 



/ 



* Vide Huntington's expressions, page 83, in his 
•Bank of Faith/ 
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down^ rcome h^ck, look at it^ dnd praise 
God if the favour you ask is granted. At 
another time you must go into your tool- 
house in the garden, and wrestle hard with 
God. This pious man never prayed for 
any thing but he informs you the Lord 
sent it him. The Lord killed carps^ eels, 
partridges and rabbits for him, to feed his 
children with. When he had nothing 

m 

left to eat, nor any money to buy any 
victuals, the Lord took away his appetite 
for three or four days. And at another 
time, when he knew ther^ was no food 
in the house, he looked in the cupboard, 
and found that his heavenly master had 
sent him a large ham. His prayers are 
so substantially efficacious, that what- 
ever he requests by prayer is sent hitn i 
not only clothes of every sort for him and 
his wife, but even the minutest articles of 
life, such as bedding, stools, candlesticks^ 

Q 9 
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whips, looking-glasses, tables, tea, sugar^ 
&c. &c. But, above all, I charge you, ye 
lovely Cyprians! be mindful how he- got 
his leathern breeches, as it must give you 
great satisfaction. If you can be as well 
fitted for a pair as this pious coal-heaver^ 
cobler, and diVine was. Without any tai- 
lor taking medsure of ypti, your jno-^ 
desty will never be put to the blnsh. 
Now I cannot see any reason whatevec 
why you should not obtain all the varioui 
benefits, gifts, and advantages which Were 
granted to this pious coal-heaver and cob-* 
ler, provided you have equal faith with him ; 
for without faith nothing is to be obtained* 



, I have given you, ye lovely CyprianS:i 
every instruction in my power for the 
happiness of your souls and bodies in this 
World ; and, to secure it in both instau* 
qes, you cannot do better than follow 
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the precepts laid down by this righteous 
coal-heaver and cobler^ in his book inti-» 
tied, Huntington s Bank of Faith. If 
you, ye lovely Cypnaas, have but equal 
faith with this pious man> every thing in 
lifcs, that you can possibly desire to haveg 
you are plainly shewn how to obtain^ ex-» 
cepting gin; anii as I do not irecoUecti 
in toy part of this enlightened and pious 
work, mention being made of his ever 
havii^ obtained that wholesome liquor 
either by faith or prayer, I confess I am 
at a loss how to instruct you relative to 
' the acquiring of this liquor, except by pur- 
chase. However, should you, by the meana 
which he employed, obtains superfluity of 
clothes, our father s brother * will always 
indulge you with the loan of a trifle on a 
jjpledge ; and as this liquor is so salutary 

Q 4 

\ * Our uncle. 



232 

and conducive to your health as well as 
to your happiness, every exertion must be 
used to obtain it ; therefore^ mind the di- 
rections this pious man gives how yoii 
are to obtain any thing, you most ardent- 
ly wish for : be .mindful, then, to wrestle 
hard, and turn your prayers in every, 
direction as gunners turn their . smpivels^ 
This direoticMi, strictly observed, will, wheii 
you are onoe brought to believe it, obtain 
fevery thingyou wish an--^xcellent and vBe-n 
ful endowment which (his pious cp^-hea^ 
ver and cobler was blessed with ; and if 
you, ye Ipvely Cyprians, can but arrive 
At the same proficiency, you will find it 
of the greatest! advantage. It will pre-' 
v^nt your passing many unhappy hours 
when the green-eye- d monster inflames 
youf heart. Whenever this pious man^q[ 
wife went to glean in the harvest- 
Jields, not informing him by any m^ani^ 
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which way she intended to go, hi? pietjr 
taught him to go directly straight to the 
place where she was; which was equally 
the same, he informs you, whether she 
had gone north, south, east, or west. 
Now'^ if, by faith, wrestling hard, and 
throw:ing your prayers in every direction 
as gunners turn their swivels, and by 
leaving off dancing, (for that he posi* 
lively forbids as a deadly sin,) you can 
arrive at the same perfection in finding 
any person you immediately' wish to see, 
you will be the happiest mortals on 
earth; for, if the captain or your flash-? 
man should ever go astray, you will im-* 
mediately know on what part of the 
towa to dash after him, and be enabled ' 
to take vengeance on your rival's counte- 
nance. If you find him paying his court 
to another female, the gay deceiver 
can have nothing to plead in excuse. 



334 

and yoa will get rid of a geatleman 
who, at the best of times, is but 
a troublesome guest. Make youFselves^ 
therefore, I entreat you, perfect mis- 
tresses of this pious man s writings, and 
tread, in bis paths with unerring at- 
tention ; after which you may study two 
other pious Works, Banyans Shove to 
a Heavy-breeched Christian, and Hea^ 
ven taken by Storm by a Repentant 
Sinner ; with the assistance of these two^ 
in addition to the pious Huntington's Bank 
of Faith, you must shortly get into the high 
road tohearen, from whichif you ever wan-* 
der, *' the devil himself (to use his expres- 
sion) must be within your bodies, and I^- 
bah have full possession df your soul.'* 

Be mindful that you constantly fre- 
quent the Tabernacle, in preference to the 
Church of your established religion, and in 
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preference to the rational sermons preach* 
ed by bishops, deans, and other digni- 
fied clergymen of the established Church 
of England : seek far and wide the pious 
ftnd instructire harangues of the follow- 
ing enlightened and righteous men, who 
all serve in the bowels of Christ % whe- 
tlier they deliver their pioUs instructions 
^d exhortations to repentance and faith 
either in tub or pulpit, in tabernacle, or 
in the high-way*, in a cart, or from an 
bay-coek: ^ 

' R^v, Mr. Norman, Dealer in old clothes. 

Mr, Wilson, Grinder. 
- Mr. Timothy Hands, Sheep's head seller, 

Mr. Sanders, Coach^paintcr. 

Mr, Godston, Pressman. 

Mr, O -, Mangle-maker, 

Mr. Downes, Glazier. ' 

Mr; Hiskup, Footman to T. G. Esq, 



fJM».»^W^W>— ^III H I II I «— <(—^ I  I lll,^»l 



* Vide Huntington's Subscription to the Dedica^ 
tion of his BanK of Faith. 
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f Tooth-drsw^cr, periwig-p 
maker, and phlebotor 
mist. 
Mr. Party, Breeches-maker. 



Rev. Mr, Slanton, 



The wisdom, science, education> and 
learning of the clergy of our estahlished 
Church, can by no means be put in com- 
petition with the puperior talents and abi- 
lities of the above-named pious, learned, 
and scientific disciples of Methodism*, who, 
to use the pious Huntington's expressions, 
sen e in the bowels of Christ ; for they^ 
as the rightepus coal-heaver and cobler 
mentions, can fill you with as much reli- 
gioil as you can well carry away; and 
besides, can teach you also how to bar-> 

* The above .are the names and professions selected 
out of 597 persons who took out sixpenny t>reaching- 
licences^ at the Se&sion-house^ Glerkenwell,. in the 
year 1796-7, taken from The Rise and Disso^atipn of 
the Infidel Societies. By W. IJamiltoa Reid, * 
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'tcr in old clotjies, to grind, to deal iti 
sheep's heads (commonly called Field- 

' lane duGks)^ to paint a coach, to press, 
to mangle> to mend windows, to wait at 
table and at tea, to draw teeth, make 
periw^, and bleed, and to make breech- 
es/ Pardon jne, ye lovely Cyprians ! for 
using the word breeches : and it is my duty, 
having the example set me by the pious 
Huntington, to apolo^ze for using that 
indelicate word ; I ought to have said- 
inexpressibles. Now all these accom- 
plishments you may turn considerably 
to your advantage in life : I conjure 
you, therefore, attend strictly to these en- 
lightened, pious, and learned preachers. 

Having performed my duty to you, ye 
lovely Cyprians, in endeavouring to pro- 
vide for all the happiness of which your 
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aside their cordial stomachic strong wa^r 
ters for plain gin^ by which their healths 
will be benefited, and the lovely CyprianSt 
will leave off drinking bi^ndy, rum, rasp* 
berry, and cherry-bounce, and stick to 
royal gin, and gin only, so peculiarly 
aalutary to their health, it is reasonable 
to expect that the consumption of that 
liquor will increase at least one- third — 
' then I trust I shall experience more gra- 
titude from the distillers of that liquor* 
than my friend Dr. Moseley has from the 
^Vest-India planters and merchants for 
having published those excellent treatises 
on the salubrity and utility of coflfee and 
sugar, which has been productive of such 
advantages to their trade as to increase the 
consumption in a v^iy considerable dc-- 
gree *. For the truth of this I appeal to 



. * Three treatfses published by Dr. Moseley, name- 
ly, Moseley on Tropical Diseases ; Moseley on Cgf- 
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the historian of the West Indies^ Bryan 
Edwards. But great men, when their 
turn is served, think but little of us infe- 
rior mortals. 



fee j and Moselcy on Sugar^-^not only shew the exten- 
sive professional knowledge of the physician, but the 
philosophy, the philanthropy^ and erudition of the 
scholar, ^o^d th^ urh^ity of the gentleman. 
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CHAPTER III. 

I 
\ 

On the Misery and Wretchedness of 
Female Prostitution. 

JL AM extremely desirous that all persons 
•who read this particular Chapter, should 
be acquainted with the real motives 
^which have induced me to write it ; and 
I trust and believe that they will &vour 
them with their approbation. 



Among the modern, new-fangled, and 
soi-disant philosophers of the present age, 
lost in longevity and putrified in matter, 
one of whom tells us that no man could 
die if the mind was not prgudiced by the 
fear of death, which makes him inca- 
pable of the necessary degree of volition 

R 2 
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to live. I own I do not understand, in. 
this sense, the meaning of the word voli- 
tion. He might, in my hmnble opinion, 
as well taU: of the air balloon of life as 
the volition of life, which nought but the 
Almighty can give and take away. 

Another of these wretched animals and 
idiot blasphemers, whom it is degrada- 
tion to mention, who draws the breatli of 
life, and dares tc» assert, that if there be 
such a thing as what is called Gody it 
can be only matter *. 

X 

These men/ by arrogating to themselves 
a knowledge which can belong only to 
the Supreme Being, who made this world 



♦• Know then thyself^ presume not God to scan^ 
The proper study of mankind is man. 
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and every thing in it *, have, I am sorry 
to say, induced some unthinking persons 
to doubt the validity of certain points in 
religion f which constitute our chief hap- 
piness in this world, and can alone con- 
duct us to happiness hereaftet. Religion, 
now-^a-daysi is much but of fashion. But 
I confess I am not ashamed to own that I 
am old-fashioned enough to have some 
religion in me, and glory in an ardent, un- 
diaken belief in God. .Yet at the saipe 
time that I view the atheist with abhor- 
ence J, I despise the superstitious bigot, 

V 

I 

* Who knows but he, whose hand the lightning 
, forms. 
Who heaves Old Oceanj and who wings the 
storms. 

r 

•f Reasoii, to think of God when she pretends^ 
Begins a censor, an adorer end&. 

i I never heard of one of these men who had ridi- 
ouled every thing serious, when on their death-bed, 

R 3 
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I have read the Works of .these haTP- 
enlightened exotic philosophers, who 
spring up from the fkces of human cor- 
ruption, arc bred in the hot-bed of athe- 
ism, and are fostered hy wickedness and 
depravity; these Ark-wright, literaiy, 
spinning jennies, who spend their time in 
(^reading cobwebs to catch the waver- 
kig flies; these turnspits, wha, in the 
metaphysical wheel, turn the spit of con- 
jecture, while they emit the fiimes of a 
distempered imagination, and the va- 
pours of 'a sickly brain ; — ^who think 
that they have travelled fer in philoso- 
phy ^ but, like the dog in the wheel, end 
where they began. They have not brought 
me over to their no-faith, nor have they,, 
in the slightest degree, shaken my belief. 



and apprised of their approaching disiolution^ who-did^ 
act uiake a watery end* 
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Strtinger toils must they spread to eh- 
taiigle me. The littlfe finger of commoti 
tense, by one single movement, wipes 
away silch cobweb films, which for an 
instant may dazzle, but nercr can blind 
the true and perfect rision. 

If onfe of thestj nieii were iti agk me 
jdow I !know that there i^ a God, I 
would give him for answer the words of 
the poor ignorant Arab of the desert ; 

ff 

who> when asked that question by one of 
these metaphysical turnspits in philoso- 
phy, replied> '^ In the same way that I 
am able to tell, by the print impressed 
on the sand, wttether it was a man or ar 
beast which had passed that way." I 
should like! to be informed by one of 
these philosophers> what confine the sun 
between the tropics. It is not to be ac* 
coimted for by any philosophical: hypo* 

R 4 
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thesis. He who walks daily in the great 
temple of Nature, and contemplates her 
wondrous works, T^ants no assistance to 
assure him of the e:dstence of a Creator : 
his wondrous works all nature proclaims 
aloud ; it is conspicuous to every one, 
and is known even to the hlind; for, 
though deprived of sight, they feel the 
warmth of the sun ; and the imtutored 
Indian sees God in the clouds, and 
hears him in the winds. We cannot 
even draw our hreath without conviction. 
How fated to misery is that nation, go- 
verned by a king, who fears not a future 
state of remuneration ! there is hardly any 
excess, cruelty, or oppression, of which he 
may not be guilty. 



It is not possible to keep society toge- 
ther without religion: such is my irre*- 
vocable opinion. But I certainly am no 

1 
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b^ot : and I have ever thought that there 
is a wide difference between priesf craft 
and religion. Nor does anyone see the 
folly of superstition in a more ridiculous 
point of view than myself Nor am I 
one of those hypocritical psalm-singing 
repentaiits^ who, conscious of the infa- 
mies they have committed in their more 
early days, think for certain, that, to 
insure their future and eternal happiness, 
it is necessary to set apart so many hours 
in the day to prayer and hynjning. One 
self-approving hour far outweighs whole 
years of Tabernacle prayer and Taber- 
nacle pmise. 

The Tnens conscia recti is a surer guide 
to happiness hereafter, than all the formu- 
laries that have ever been established. I 
know the use and the necessity of public 



Worship; but the daily attendance at d 
parish-church will be of little avails both 
for this world and that which is to come^ 
if we do not contrive to establish a chapel 
of ease in our. own breast. There I learns 
from the preachings of Conscience^ aij 
heayenlj^gifted orator^ ordained to ita 
holj work by God himsdf^ that it is my 
duty> as it is my inclination^ to support 
and plead the cause of seduced, deserttid^ 
and miserable woman« 

Is dietfe a man so bas^ and so unfeel*^ 
ing, who walks the streets of this metro^ 
polls at late hours^ without feding thd 
utmost pity and compassion for the mise-^ 
rable objects whom they behold taking up 
their night s lodging on some dunglull^ 
or under gateways^ waiting for the eai^ly 
opening in the mom of some nosious 
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giii-ghop, their sole* and only residence 
or abode, whilst' the vile seducer, a(: that 
Bioment, revels' in every luxury of life? 



Amongst the lower order of people^ 
though highly culpable, yet the seducing 
a vU^n, and turning her adrift on the 
wide world wkhout any maintenance 
whatever, and absolutely compelling her 
to prostitute herself in the public streets 
to satisfy the calls of hunger, is more easy 
to be accounted for ; but in respect to the 
gentleman of education and fortune, there 
is no palliation or the smallest excuse for 
the crime, and the infamy is increased a^ 
hundred fold. Yet, how many women do I 
know, who have been seduced by such men, 
and prevailed on to quit their parents and 
desert an hospitable home, with every as** 

 

surance of the tenderest regard and pro« 
tectson! Some have not, to my knowr 
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ledge, even scrupled to ofier matrimonj^ 
to accomplish their treacherous designs — ' 
that nuptial hait so calculated to lead a 
fond and doating woman to the arms of the 
seducer : yet, after all, and every promise 
of the most tender and sacred nature, 
they have taken the lovely all-credulous 
£adr one to some common brothel, where^ 
after having gratified their barbarous pas- 
sion, they have left her to the power of a 
mercenary, unrelenting, infernal procur- 
ess : she is soon brought in debt to the 
Lady Abbess, who threatens to send her 
to prison, or to turn her into the streets, 
unless she consents to her infamous de- 
signs. To her parents she cannot return* 
Deserted by the man on whom she has 
placed her afiections, and in whom she 
bad reposed the utmost confidence, she 
bas no alternative : a prison, famine, or 
prostitution await hen Of these three 
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cruel evils, the wretched being chooses 
that which appears to her, to be the least ; 
and nought remains fgr herl)ilt to become 
tjie victim qf despair, or to seek for refqge 
from the pangs of her bosom^ in a life of 
profligacjr and intemperance : painful dis- 
ease, and confirn^ed depravity, too often 
close the scene. Some few, before they 
arrive at tj^is ipiserabje situation, have 
found protecting friends, who have pro- 
vided them with a comfortable home, au4 
restored them to comparative happiness : 
Jl)ut, after all, they are but few indeed, 
Vfhen compared with the thousands, who 
sink by degrees into the lowest gulph of 
prostitution and infamy. Alas ! ho\^ 
many of those who have rolled along the 
streets of London in their elegant equipage, 
who have been decked in golden array, 
^nd were finest at every fine show, havp 
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dosed their short lives in a workhouse op 
jm hospital! 

I 

Can any man professing Christian mo- 
rality, or even professing nothing more 
than the character of a gentleman, recon- 
cile such deeds to his mind ? Is there a 
man so mifeeling, so destitute of principle, 
as to enjoy one moment's sound repose 
on his pillow, when he reflects that some 
poor, wretched female, once £aix and beau- 
teous, though now no longer an ol^ect of 
desire, is reduced to the most miseilahle 
condition, by his base seduction and per- 
jured vows ? Perhaps she has not a bed 
of straw on which to repose her weak and 
weary limbs. Destitute of food, with scarce 

t 

a garment to protect her from the pier* 
cing cold, and courting the lust of the 
lowest vagabond or midnight robber for 
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^ niomentaiy ^ubsistencej it is her final: 
pllotment to curse her seducer and to 
die. Yet such men there are, who dare 
to walk tbe^ streets in open day, and 
jUTOgate to themsielves the character 
of men of honour and of gentlemen ; nay 
more, would attempt to cut the throat of 
any one who even suspects them of a con-» 
trary conduct. Monster ! for man thou 
»rt not^ if perchance thou shouldst cast 
thine eye oij these pages, thou perjured, 
base, and infamous wretch, I hurl my con- 
tempt and execration at thee ! But you de- 
serve much more from the injured fair 
one ; vengeance, nay death, inflicted by her 
hand, would be but a just atonement for 
lier sufferings ; and were she to stab thee 
to the heart, and give freedom to thy soul 
to quit its cursed abode, and fly thy base, 
inhuman trunk, it is no more than thou 



> 
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migbtest expect, though it would be a 
punishment inadequate to thy criroc. 

; 

. To prove, therefore, that you have, in 
reality, some spark of honour, some sense 
of crimCj hasten, ere it be too late, to 
atone, by future charity ^d kindness, for 
thy past ofience. Go, seek the deserted 
fair one far and wide, whom thou hast 
seduced and forsaken, and, by a generous 
conduct in future, make all the satisfac- 
tion in thy power for thy horrid infamy. 
But if thy cankered heart is hardened in 
misdeed, jgo, boast the number thou hast 
debauched and abandoned, and sacrifice 
fresh victims to thy infernal passions. But 
know, that injured virtue will be avenged; 
another world has its punishments prer 
pared for wretches such as thou art, Sa-^ 
tan, at thy entry intp his dominions, shall 



pay th6e homage ; "Syhile the inferior de* 
tnons shall gr6et thee with the fraternal 
kiss^ and make thee partaker^ of theii? 
destiny. Be not tf oiibled With any alarm 
at the posthtimotis I'eprbadhes of this world 
after death ; 1 will insure thee the praises 
of posterity; Half a dozen seven-shilling 
pieces shall purchase thee as many para- 
graphs in the , public papers, which shall 
hold thee up to the adniiring multitude ^s 
a pai*agbfi df virtue, and ah example for 
the age in which thou haSt lived ; and 
who will date to contradict the assertions 
of those aiitheiltic, candid, and impartial 
repositori^ of the current events of the 
world ? 



But what Am t Writirig ? If your heart 
is so hardened, if yod are 60 lost to all 
sensibility of what is truly hpiioui^Me in 
the human character^ you will lauj^^h at 
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the opinion of the worlcj : and if, in^^ a mo^ 
ment of rptuming virtue, you should repair, 
. to the utmost of your power, the wrongs 
which you have done» you will secun^ 
the fevour of all those whose approval is 
honour, and whose friendsh^ is hairiness. 
To err is in the nature of man, but to per- 
severe in, errpr, irx spite of th^ dictates of 
.honour, the suggestions of conscience, an^ 
,the precepts of ^ligion> belongs only t«^ 
Kbc Totarifis of the devils — ^This is a very 
«nQmento« coucerrt, in which we are all 
deeply interested : I beseech you, there- 
iovc, ye gallant, gay JiOtbarios of the age^ 
to look to it^ 



Before I shall propose any metlioJ 
hy which hve^ woman may be iqore^ 
jprptected than ^e is at present, I 
A^aU state i^ justice <x{ the law of 
tilie landj by wl^ich cvety man naay ob^ 



Uui hot only redress, but heavy oatiiagea^ 
froip the person who does hiqi an injury^ 
trMuees his character, or vilifies lava $o a# 
to affect Jiis worldly interest. If a npble^ 
Jnan XX jiriv^te gentleman is vilified or li- 
belled, tlie law gives him aippl^ redres^ 
by heavy damages. If a tr^de^man is vit 
Jifipd or lihelle4> he protsejcytes, j^nd th^ 
iav(r gives hin^ id^rh^ges ^ccord^ng to th^ 
injury he is supposed to have repeivfed, of 
may receive^ relative to his tirade. Un- 
married womeQ of f93hi(»i have re<:eiyed 
heavy i^api^es* &r scstndaloijs paraT 
graphs against them even in the i^e\7s-. 
papers : xoi^n and woixim of all descrip-: 
tions have redress open to them from th^ 
law of the land, except tlve much to bci 

* Mr. Tattersall pajd 40001. damages for ^ parst^ 
graph in the newspaper of which he was proprietor, 
ttiough he rtever knew it Was inserted until he arrived 
£rpm hif country -j^ouse. 

92 



2(J0 

pitied seduced and abandoned fair onr,, 
whose injury is by far the greatest that 
man or woman can sustain. As for tbc 
nobleman or gentleman, when the asper- 
sions on his character are cleared up in 
public court, it is sufficient to his honour; 
the fining or imprisonment of the libeller 
is but of little consequence to him ; the 
verdict of a jury sets all right between hinx 
iind'the world. 



Before 1^ mention t\ft actual and only^ 
redress that a woman who has been se- 
duced and abandoned can obtain from a 
court of justice, I will ask a few questions, 
of those barristers who are in the most 
constant habits of pleading at the bar, from 
the celebrity of their talents and oratory. 
Do they often receive a brief to plead the 
cause of a woman who prosecutes for the. 
non-compliance in a promise of matri* 
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mony^ and at the same time acknow- 
ledges, that, in consequence of that pro- 
mise, she has given up her person to the 
defendant ? I believe they will not answer 
me in the affirmative. Ijtt tts therefpre 
examine what redress a woman, in such a 
situation, can obtain in a court of justice. 
I never yet heard of a woman appearing 
to prosecute for a non-compliance of mar- 
riage, who instructed her counsel^ in his 
pleadings, to state, that on the defendant's 
promising her marriage, ^e yielded to his 
wid.es. I am of opinion that her copn, 
tsel would advise her to keep that part of 
the history to herself But might not 
the opposite counsel, on cross-examina- 
tion, inquire whether she had ever sub- 
mitted her person to the defendant ? And 
might it not be observed, with some de- 
gree of eflfect, to the jury, that it would 
Jiave been more pni4en[t to have gone to 

a 
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qkurch first, and then hare consummated 
Ac nuptials ? What charge would a judge 
give to the jury on such an occasion ? and 
What damages would they give to stich a 
Woman ? The action, I fear, would be 
Soon got lid of, and I have my doubts 
whether or not she might not be told that 
was an impudent hussey for demand- 
damages for a breach of promise of 
marriage, when she had wantotily put 
herself in a situation in which it would 
have been disgraceful in any man to have 
fulfilled it 



But 9 greater misfortune attends the 
incautious^ credulous, unsuspicipus fair 
pne, who, from real affection, ^nd know- 
ing the sincerity of her own heart, suspects 
neither deceit or perjuiy from her seducer. 
She has no witnesses to bring forward tp 
attest his perjured promises : b^ore Heai 
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<ren, and in secret, those rows were itiad^ : 
:she therefore has not, nor can she have 

• • • 

redrew. Bii^t I must, at the same time, 
toeg leave to ask, if a woman is seduced 
and abandoned, is not the injury done ttf 
lier greater than the Ubcliing or vilifying 
iOxc character of a gentleman or a trades- 
man } Yet they have ample redress : the 
gentleman, when his daaracter is cleared 
np, suffers not in the least, and has thef 
pleasing gratification, in all companies 
where he goes, of b6ing complinrent^ and 
i^ongratulat^ on the honesty o# his con- 
duct> every one deprecating the vi'llany 
of the assassin of his character. The 
tradesman even benefits from the false 
aspersion ; for, irach is the natural com- 
passion of mankind, that many are induced 
to deal with an injured, honest man, who 
otherwise would not have thought about 
him, or, perfiaps, have ever heard of him* 

S 4 
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But where does the kind, incautiousj and 
^i^ctionate woman find redress? No^ 
where. If, indeed, in addition to the 
heart-breaking misery of being thus aban^ 
doned, she should have the additional mi-> 
aery of being with child, she may certainly 
s\7ear the child to the seducer, and com-* 
pel him to pay forty pounds to the parishj, 
"who will take care of the infant, if she. 
(:hoo$es tp part with it ; but it ipust Ije an 
lumatural mother who does not wish to 
hare the care of her own offspring. In 
this place, I believe I am correct, the pa-^ 
rish will pnl^ allow her at most three 
shillings per wce]j:, Thus the infernal 
perjured miscreant gets rid of the woman 
and the cluld ; for she cannpt compel him 
to give her any maintenance^ Thus, de-^ 
sprted by her friends, and forsaken by 
I^im, she is left 4^0 9iake her way in the 
•\vprld as well a^ she can. Many, it c^-i 
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not be deniecl, are compelled, from im- 
pending starvation, to seek the means of 

f 

satisfying hunger by prostitution ; but they 
are very few indeed, when compared with 
the great family of women who are sup- 
ported by it. 

In former days, eveiy unmarried wo- 
Hian who had a child was compelled to 
stand publicly in the -church, in^ a white 
sheet ; but the shame and eiposure of 
this punishment frequently produced the 
most unnatural of crimes, as the terror 
pf such a public exposition was the cause 
of many women murdering their chil- 
dr^n, for which reason that fatal ceremor 
ny is now altogether omitted : neverthe- 
less, the unfeeling and censorious part of 
the world deride and censure a woman 
who has had this misfortune. They, 
alas ! never look intp their own conduct. 
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but are ever greedy to slander others ; 
and jet people with 8uch a disposition go 
to church constantly^ and dare call them- 
selves Christians ; but little do they imi- 
tate or think of the all-forgiving love and 
kindness of the Author of their religion, 
who even pardoned the woman taken 
ia adultery. 

Before I give any opinion how these 
unfortunate and injured women might be 
redressed and protected, I will relate three 
instances of villany perpetrated by unfeel* 
ing monsters^ which, within a few years, 
have come to my knowledge, and 1 
pledge my honour to the truth of them, 

A, young woman, the daughter of a 
reputable tradesman, happened to gain 
the friendship of the daughter of a gen- 
tleman of wealth and consequence, and 
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guch wer6 her amiable manners, that the 
parents of the young lady were induced to 
take her into their house and complete her 
education. There an oiBcer persuaded her 
by the usual arts, and a most solemn pro- 
mise of marriage, to elope with him to the 
Isle of Wight, But he remained only one 
night with her ; and, without giving her 
the least suspicion of his intentions, went 
on board the fleet then lying at Spithead 
pnder sailing orders for the West Indies. 
When she arose in the morning, and in- 
quired after her lover, the waiter of the 
inft informed her that the gentleman hacj 
taken his trunk away with him, and was 
gone in a boat on board the fleet at Spit- 
head. At the same time he informed her 
that every thing was paid in the house, 
supposing her, from the conduct of this 
f Uffian^i, to be a woman of pleasure, 
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I need not tell the reader the distrac«<i 
tion and misery of mind she must have 
suffered. Having quitted her parents and 
her protectors, where she was educated, 
to them she could not return; and, in 
this wretched situation, she knew not 
what step to take, or what measure to 
pursue. At length she recollected that 
two young ladies, with whom she had 
heen in the strictest habits of friendsbipr 
lived not far from the place of her misery. 
She wrote to them, requesting they would 
be so kind as to call on her ; at the same 
time informing them in general terms, 
that, from some unforeseen and extraor- 
dinary events, she was in the greatest dis- 
tress. They immediately came to her, 
when she related to them the whole of 
her misfortune. These excellent girl§ 
went home to their father, and told him 
the whole history. That worthy man 
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instantly took her to his own house, 
treated her with the utmost affection and 
tenderness, soothed her sorrows, and af- 
ter a certain time, the affair being known 

* 

only to his family, he reconciled her pa- 
rents to her» and restored her to them. — 
The villainous miscreant of a seducer died 
of the yellow fever shortly after his arri- 

4 • » 

val in the West Indies^ 



My next history is of a girl, the daugh- 
ter of a reputable tradesman in a country 
town, who had for two or three years 
lived as lady's maid in a genteel family in 
the neighbourhood. An officer in one of 
his Majesty's regiments prevailed on this 
girl to quit her place, with every promise 
of protection, and to live with him. 
When she had been with him only twenty- 
four hours, the father, being informed of 
herelQpement^n^ade a diligent search after 
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her throughout the quarters of the r^- 
ment ; but her seducer concealed her sd 
as to elude the vigilance of her fatfier^ 
and sent her with a soldier's wife to ad 
inn in London, assuring her that, as soon 
as his duty would permit him, he would 
follow her. Four days aftef , he sent her 
four guineas, and told her by letter that 
it was impossible for him to live with 
her ; for, if his parents should discover thtf 
connection, it would prove his ifuin. I 
am of opinion, that, injustice, they should 
have discarded him for eVer for so base a 
conduct towards the woman he had thus 
reduced and deserted. I most solemnly 
declare, that I would nxakje a son of 
mine, if I had one, allow a woman in 
this predicament an ample mainteuaiio£» 
according to his power; or I would ^^ 
inherit him forever. By the greatest 

chance in the world, the wife of an officei' 

' . . . . * 
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in the navT c^ne up frcMn Cbatb^m to ths 
saii^e irai, when, obseijving this girl ex- 
trejncjy miserable, she pi:evailecl on her 
to disclose her distress^ and this amiatde 
and geiierous woman took her into her own 
family. She has since, as I have been itt- 
formed, mar rkd ^n officer in the navy. . 



, It te \>nt an .act of justice to mqntion^ 
jjn thi* place, how kind, affectionate, And 
^en^roii^ the gallant tar is to womaiau 
yhete i? scarcely an instance of a^ sailor 
^senting a woman, or using her ili 

^ * 

l^cmgh at aja as the boisterous billows^ 
unconquerable they ride over the foamr 
ing su^e, and, masters of the waves, to 
wojonaji, and to woman only, do they 
€)wn spl^ctioa. They know the value 
.0f the loveliest part of human n^tur^^ 
and treat theo^ as they deserve, with hor 
?, siijci^rity, and protection. Wovld 
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1 cotild say the same in general of^ thAt 
brethren in war ! But with sorrow do 
I relate, that many seek as much to ruifl 
a woman> as others seek a civic crown ; 
and regard every virgin sacrificed to their 
infernal lust, as a fresh laurel on thek 
brow. Nor are there a few who feel a^ 
little remorse in turning a woman on the 
town, as in turning a horse for the win- 
ter, to save expence, on a common, t 
am no friend to an increase of penal stsi'* 
tutes; we .have enough of them. Yet I 
should wish to see another, with heavy 
punishments for female seduction, added 
to the number. 



The third and last instance of the base- 
ness and villany of man towards woman, 
with which I shall trouble the reader, al* 
though I could giye fifty more,^ is. of a 
servant girl who lived with, a woman that 
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%as kepi by an qpulent 'citizen. He "vi^ 
sited this woman for some months^ al-^ 
Idwe^l her an income, which was paid h^t 
punctually every week ; but he never let 
her know bis nam^, and desired she never 
would ask who he was; This is a con- 
stant practice amongst citizens who are 

- • r 

not kill) wn at the west end of the town : 
hay mope, they often pass by fictitious 
iiames ; it is their constant practice ; and 
there are many Wometi at this moment 
Who are sumptuously maintained by mer- 
chantsi Whose real name they never 
knoWj and whose interest it is not to 
know it ; for, if theise delicate factors 
should suspect that they were discoveredi 
it is an hundred to one if they ever en- 
tered the hduse again^ 

^i# honest citiiten at iast took a l^ii^ 
%f |6 tbe Servant, prevmled on her to t^xxif: 

VOL. Hi V 
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Waiittressaiidtake anapartmefit, prOmia* 
ifig to maintain her in comfort and inde- 
pendence : the girl yielded to his wishes ; 
and the following morning he quitted her 
altogether^ and li^ft her to pay the lodg- 
ing- 

Let me soberly and seripu^y ask my 
readers what they think of these three 
miscreants ? My o{Hnion is, that they me- 
rit the gallows ; but so, alas ! it i^, that, 
in a country renowned for the wisdom; of 
its legislature, there is no law t^iat can 
reach them. 



/I shall now propose the outli;ies.of a 
remedy, to prevent such inhun)a|i m<A« 
sters from perpetrating their. . SMptl^. of mr 
famy, at the expence and ruin of too qre- 
jduious/ confiding, woman. * It certetfily is 
m the power of the legislature to: 9$Safd 
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the sex more protection; and it is my 
prayer to Heaven, that spme true lover of 
th^m, nov^r in Parliament, may undertake 
their cause. I pledge myself, if ever I 

9 

should have the honour of a seat in the 
H<>ude of Commoiis, to consult some of 
th^ most able men in this country, in or* 
der to bring forward a bill for the better 
protection of woman, and to afford relief 
and tnaialtenance to a female, seduoed and 

\ * • 

^bandpned by any faithless and unfeeljing 
.m^tt.: and J trust, that, in such a just, hu- 
mape, and laudable desigq^ I sl^ould find 
a warm and animated suppo^ both in 
the hearts and voices of a great:^49fHa- 
in4n4ipg:niaJ9rity of the B/iUsh aepate. , 

limja <^nsctoua qf i^V; owrn. inability to 

I » 

.^wne.^.l^w for tfee pr^yentiQ^ olTsi^cb 

.4b«scs.;.TJwitefor<^ J: sball otilj give, the 

^ jB»uttirtci|, itru^tlngjthat 89^6 igenerpus; and 

T 2 
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iMe senator will undertake the frafnin^ 
and completion of this grateful ta^k. I 
propose, therefore, that every man who 
seduces k woman, if he does not niany 
her, shall be compeUed to give her a main* 
tenftnce, such as the l^islature may Jik^e 
that she has a claim to receive, and the 
man, according to his circumstances and 
situation in life, is able to bestow. Not 
that I would, by any means, wish that A 
woman s oath should alone convict a maD> 
and make him father a child, wheii sh^ 
ba» been connected with others, which sh^ 
M^^ now do, and lay her infant to any 
Dian whom 'she chooses to pitch upon, al^ 
though he never has been within twenty 
miles of her ; a circumstance that has hap- 
pehed to raaiiy men, and particularly to 
an acquaintance of my own> who was 
thusf compelled to father his brother s ttis^^ 
deeds. I am ^ l9a!tetK>ned for wiitliiog t^^ 
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^xdude' a woman's oath without some 

corroborating testimony, when I inform 

» 

the reader, that Madame La Chevaliere 
f Eon, when she personated, for some 

V 

years, Le Chevalier d'Eon, had a child 
sworn to her. — Substantial proof should 
he produced, the same as in cases of crim. 
Qon. ; and, I think, were the court to com^- 
pel the seducer ts> maintain the woman, it 
would be full as laudable aa act as the 
cndeayour to make a maa pay 1 3,oooi. 
for dejUing the chaste bed of a taylor*. 
It may be truly said, that many mtm could 
aot pay such damages, and must be con^ 
£jaed to a prison.; but are not all those 
w^hjoare found guilty of crim. con. ccmir 
pelled to pay the verdict, lie in prison,, or 

r 

• • ^ 

*- Panjages were laid at 13,000/.. aod the vcrdift 
was very heavy, amounting to several thousands. 
'S'V'ith the specific suijil cannot charge ray memory. 

T a 
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fly the country } Is not the one crime, mo- 
rally speaking, as great as the others 

r 

To consider this matter further, I am 
certain it would considerably lessen the 
number of those wretched women whom 
we every night see roving the streets to 
supply the necessaries of life, if man in 
certain cases, and in certain cases onlt, 
(which I have minutely spoken of in my 
chapter on Matrimony and Polygamy,) 
were permitted to marry a second wife 
during the life of the fomien To the 
above-mentioned chapter I refer the reader 
for my reasons, which are stated at a con- 
siderable length. I am confident, if these 
two regulations were enforced, and per*- 
mitted by the legislature, that in a very 
few years prostitution would lose one half 
of its wretched victims. The Magdalen, 
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Fcmndlihg Hospital, and other charitiety, 
are laudable institutions : but, in efi^t, 
tiiey are no more than attempting to lave 
the RiyerThamea with hand-buckets; you 
must strike at the fountain-head^ to dxf 
up the stream* 

1 

Having spoken so fully of the detj&ita- 
tion and abhorrence in which I hold the 
crime of seducing and abandoning wo« 
men ; injustice to myself, and for my own 
satisfaction! and particularly on account of 
that respect I so truly profess for all cen* 
serious old maidst church-going oypo- 
crites, and pious, regenerated, methodistica^ 
sinners ; as well as to save them the trou^ 
ble of making any pleasant remarks rdl^ 
tive to my conduct in this instancei I hei% 
most solemnly, and in the face of JSJb^ven, 
declare, this^t I never seducpd a yiMM, in 
my }if& I pon&st that m^ |^^W|^ |m 

7 4 



sometimes be^i the cause of my ncvtt 
having committed such an act^ because I 
have ever conscieotipusly held it the 
greatest of crimes to seduce a vromari, 
without; iDakit)^ a suitable provisioi; 
for her. 



Reoderi thou mayest say that I have !nq 
great virtue to boast of, and that toy oha-^ 
racteris inot distinguished by jiny prcremW 
aeot morality, I, do not claim the <listxnc-?' 
tion : but trijth I claim ; and God^ whor 
reads my heart, kiaews the truth of thfe 
assertion I hayf just, made; the feet is so, 
r-And here let th^ chapter close. 



V * » 
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CHAFTEIC IV, 

History of the King^s Bench^ 

X HE real and true state of this prison^ 
and the miseiy and distress that prisoneis 
suffer in it, are yery little known to the 
world in general. It is the public opinion^ 
that no persons surrender to the King's 
Bench but such who have money in their 
possession which their creditors cannot Jay 
}K>ld pf^ sp that they are enabled to live 
there in some degree of comfort : that it 
^ a place of mirth, festivity, and joy: 
that no prisoner is in want ; and that, in 
general, th<ftse w ho surrender themselves 
only go there till a proper arrangement of 
their affairs can be accomplished. I have, 
proof positive to the contrary. It is high- 
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W worthy the attention of our legislature 
to sec that the subject, restrained in th« 
greatest ble?^ of life, . his liberty, 
shoidd not be in want of what is abso- 
lutely necessary to prevent the corruption 
and consequent destruction of the soul. 
The legislators possess a protection of 
their persons ; and it becomes a duty in 
them to preserve their constituents from 
an oppressive deprivation of their per- 
sonal liberty. 

/ 

This prison rivals the purlieus of Wap- 
ping, St. Giles's, and St. James's, in vice, 
drunkenness, and debauchery; and, set- 
ing aside the indulgence of unnatural pro- 
pensities, may be said to out-Herod So- 
dom and Gomorrah. Unless a man be of 
a certain age, of ^ bold and firm mind, 
and of undaunted resolution to bear witJi 
fortitude and manly dignity the opprps-^ 
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Bion and heart-breaking agonies he suf- 
fers from his persecutors, he soon sinks 
into drunkenness and dissipation ; and, 
what is worse, loses every seibse of ho* 
nour ami dignity of sentiment— every mo- 
ral principle and virtuous disposition; 
with which he may enter these walls-^ 
from the immoral contagion that is to be 
found in them. This contagion is so 
greats that, like the plague or the ydloiY 
fever, if he does not separate himself from 
the multitude, and live alone, which, un- 
der his circumstances, he must be more 
than m'^n to do, or contrive to associate 
with those alone, for such there are, who 
bring honour and gentlemanly manners 
with them into their confinement, which 
is no very easy matter, he soon will be 
contaminated, and be lost to himself, to 
l^is ^^nds, and to the wprld fpr ever. 



L 
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The very air of the place is eriLQugU to 
Infect a weak and afflicted rtiind ; if its 
virtue should be able to preserve it fronj 
the despair which presents itself to many, 
on their passing the gates, which are bar- 
ed by an unfeeling creditor ; or to support 
the severity of the laws, and the unfeeling 
conduct of the fattening ministers of them. 

With respect to the women to whose 
lot it has fallen to be doomed to this mi-' 
serable and corrupting abode, those who 
are good become bad, and those who are 
bad become worse. No unhappy and 
unfortunate female ever did, nor do I be- 
lieve ever will, quit this seat of contamir 
nation without the most degrading, if not 
fatal^ effects of such a situation. Nay, if 
Diana and her nymphs, from not being 
able to pay the penalties for an accidental 
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breach of the gime-laws, were to he cdti- 
fined one twel^month in the Bench, tin- 
less thej w4xe locked up in the strof^ 
iitone-room^ they would be completely 
iitted for the associates or attendants on 
the Paphos Queen^ and perhaps in a state 
to furnish a set of game-keepers for the 
ladies of manors in that delightful island ": 
for Messalina never stole from Claudius 
Caesar s bed ta greater scenes of revelling 
than is practised and enjoyed within, these 
wanton walls. 



Therfc are within thenjt from three 
hundred and fifty to five hund]!«d prisons 
^ -ers, out of which m^nber, I can with 
truth assert, there are very seldom fifty 
of this melancholy number whp havfc 
any regular means of sustenance. I do 
not mean to 5ay that prisoners have eyer 
been absolutely starved to death.; hftt tUm 
3 
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J positively assert^ that numbers 6f the 
jower order^ and many officers ccmfined 
some even for small djebts^'under fi^ty 
pounds *, who have served, their country 
with gallantry apd fidelityi apd have bled 
in her defence^ have often gone a whole 
.week with not above three or four meals 
^ victuals ; nay more, have frequently 
.been destitute oi a p^ny tq buy them . a 
roll of bread for breakfait, . Thecomfoit 
:of appeasing hunger is too gre^t a luxmy 
for a confined debtor to be .sure of enjoy- 
ing. And if a creditor, in this boasted 
.land, of liberty, were compelled to allow 
his debtor in prison one good meal of vie- 
;tuals a-day, jtwcftild, I doubt not, bc.cx^ 
clairned against a3an h«rrid.act.of compul- 
. sory injustice. " J^o ; he owes me money ; 



 I shall ipcak hcrcftfter of officers confindi for 
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to: prioon he shall %o ; and> when he is 
there, 'whether he starves or not is no (ton- 
cemdrxnine/' I call on the supreme Juat* 
ice 'of H^vcn to determine, whether, in a 
land ^hich boasts so loudly of tts^ liberty, 
of tl^ jtistice of its laws/ and the lenity of 
itB government, or inany otfaerland*--'Whe-^ 
iher, I jsay, it is just, that, because 1 have 
lieen esElravagant and imprudent, or evea 
if I have done wbrse, that because I am 
a debtor, I should suffer the most search- 
iog of isU pSenaldeg, that <jf hunger ? 1% it 
not sft(MSci<srit atOneiQtot to th^ injttred 
creditor to <i^rive me af my Ubcarty? 
Inti; inu9t h^ ;$t^rve hie also ? Am l.alSQ 
to bf deprived of the isixpence a-day, '9% 

ft 

^MBst-^'inuiKa^l^l^ pittaiice> !i^hich the law 
<if roy cwtn^; giv«s . me^ by the p^tty* 
.foggiog reptilci yci^ped »n attosroey^ 
-wlip, %;«Mnc.qtiitk. w ^bWe» or.litir 
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tVrtlxe lAoiitlis^ prevent the piisoner froiri 
racdiying the allowance which the law of 
tke land intended should he paid him in^ 
stantty on his committal, to keep hini 
from fiitarving \ Just Heaven ! shower 
down thy vengeance, I beseech thee^ on 
all such infamous and inhuman oppressors 
of .their fellow-creatures ! or soften their 

hearts, and turn them from deeds of 

%. 

corudty and oppression I 

If ^ prisoner be arrested, and ^suttetid^ri 
to the King^s Bench in the month of June> 
after the term is over, th^p being no term 
till the next November, during a period 
of near five months, he may starve j for, 
Wfcltil the Court is sitting, he cannot apply 
for his groats ; but when November ar- 
rives, and h^ applies for them> tj^n the 
attorney may, by ^' litigipus pr odefc> pre^ 
vent him from r^coveritig the mis^rabl^ 
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boon until the following May, Many 
prisoners, during the five months of this 
long yacation, have suffered cruelly, and 
some would have absolutely starved, if it 
had riot been for the generosity of some 
gentlemen, who themselves are prisoners, 
and have it in their power to contribute 
to the wants of the wretched sufferer. 
Many gentlemen, as well as others of su- 
perior stations in life, for several weeks, 
have, to my know^ledge, for successive 
days, never known what it was to enjoy 
one good meal. 



Nor is this all : from the scanty fare^ 
and irregularity of their diet, they fre- 
quently contract diseases, which they have 
carried with them to their graves, and 
made them miserable objects during their 
lives. One gentleman, who, if he had 
justice done him, would be worth from 

VOL. II. U 
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thirty-five to fiilj thousand pounds, during 
four months was not able to purchase 
any other aliment than a cask of sea bis- 
cuit, with some brown tea and treacle* 
From the bad quality of the biscuit, he 
was seisced with a violent bowel com- 
plaint, from Which he with difficulty re- 
covered. During his illness, his humane 
relations, who, by a suit in Chancery, had 
thrown him into prison, sent to the prisoin 
door, every othet day, to know if he was 
dead ; but ttever came nea* hitti, 6r sent 
him any relief. Providence has spared his 
life, I trust, to enable him to punish such 
inhuman mcrnstefs. 



But, supposing eveiyprisonerto recdvt 

« 

•sixpence per day from Ws creditor, IwiU 
a^k one simple qtiestion ; will any man 
venture to assert that a man can live on 
'such a stipend? -^^^at can he purchase for 
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it? Let those wbo- mate this law try, 
only for one daj, what they can purchase 
for such a surn^ and. they will find that 
they will go to bed '.both hungry and 
thirsty> unless they drink water; for a 
sufficient quantity of bread and small beer 
cannot be purdiased for that money to 
.atbfj; their appetite «,d their thirst. 

The author was confined in the year 
1 798> and Speaks of the price of proyisions 
€it that jperiod/ when they were above a 
third cheaper than at present. What can 
a prisoner buy now, in 180 1, for six- 
pence, when even bread is at twenty* 
pence the quartern loaf, and all provisions 
bieaT a proportionate exorbitance } I shall 
endeavour to make a calculation of what 
a prisoner may purchase for sixpence. 
The quartern loaf weighs four pounds five 
-ottnces> and is at twenty-pence ; beer at 

V 2 
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four-pence tl^e quart : one pint of porter 

« 

at two-pence, and one pound of bread at 
four-pence farthing the pound> costs sixf 
pence farthing. By this calculation, a pri- 
soner cannot purchase one pound of bread 
and one pint of porter per day. Meat is 
totally out of the question : one. meal per 
day of bread and meat is too great a luxury 
for a debtor to enjoy. I will ask any 
unfeeling church-going hypocrite, when 
he lifts his sanctified e} es to heaven, and 
repeats that petition, in the most beautiful 
of all prayers, " Give us this day our daily 
bread," when, at that very time, he is 
starving his debtor ; I. will ask him how^ 
he dare supplicate that just Being, who 
declared that be will shut the gates of 
heaven against such as refuse f,o visit 

those who. are sick and in prison? 

. - \ 

I know it is said, with justice, . that a 
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prisoner for debt is not to live in prison, at 
the ejcpence of his creditor. Certainly not. 
For some idle vagabonds would run in debt 
on purpose to be supported without la- 
bouring for their maintenance. But, in 
return, I will ask, whether it is just he 
should be starved ? But . poverty is the 
greatest of all crimes ; therefore, in the 
first instance, the law is more severe 
against a debtor than a robber, a murderer, 
or a catamite ; for they fire taken before a 
justice of thepeace, and sufficient cause must 
be shdwn, before they can be committed: 
but a man may often be taken by a bailiff^ 
and dragged to prison, on the false oath of a 
villain, and deprived of the dearest blessing 
in life,, his liberty. It is said, that if a 
man be imprisoned falsely, he has suffi- 
cient redress from the laws of the land. 
I deny it ; he has not : and, to validate my 
assertion, I will state the extent of the 

u 3 
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redress he can obtain. I could give more 
than one hundred cases, full as grieyous 
and oppressive ; but, that I may not bear 
too hard on the sensibility of my humane 
readers, and, I hope, I shall have many of 
them, I will content myself with the fol- 
lowing relation : — 

A particular friend of mine, a gentle- 
man of distinguished knowledge, science, 
and philanthropy, and, but a few years 
past, member of parliament for one of the 
most opulent counties in Ireland, was ar- 
rested for another person in the month of 
July, just as the long vacation commen- 
ced, and carried to the Bench. No term 
commencing till November, he remained 
in prison near five months. The moment 
the Court sat he was discharged, when 
he commenced a prosecution agatinst the 
person who had so long deprived him of 
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his liberty : but the prosecution was 
scarcely begun when the defendant be- 
came a pennyless bankrupt, and was him- 
self carried to the Fleet prison. What 
redress can this gentleman have for the 
loss of his liberty for five months ? He 
cannot put this man in the pillory for 
perjury, as the law does not allow it, be- 
cause it was not wilful : but if he could 
be pilloried, is it any atonement to him for 
his sufferings to see this fellow stand for 
one hour with his head through a hole in 
a board at Charing-cross ? Would it not 
be more consistent with justice to prevent 
such cruel proceedings in the first in- 
stance? The felon in Newgate, and the 
prisoner in the Penitentiary-house, Cold- 
bath-fields, for high crimes and misde- 
meanors against the State, whatever his 
sufferings may be in a solitary cell, has 
one comfort — ^he knows not the pangs of 

U 4 
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hunger : but the gentleman, the citizen, 
the sailor, and the soldier, who may have 
bled in their country's defence, oppressed 
by sinful poverty, the worst of crimes, is 
allowed only sixpence per day for all his 
wants, and has not even a bed or fire 
found him to ifest his wearied limbs or 
warm his half-starved frame. 



When any one surrenders to the King's 
Bench, and has a command of money, he 
can procure a room by paying Iiis chum, 
or chamber companion, out, as it is call-, 
ed ; that is, by giving some poor man a 
weekly sum to let him have the room to 
himself, to the mutual convenience of 
both : as the latter, for the sake of get- 
ing a stipend to purchase food, will b$ 
content to get a lodging where he can 
find it at a cheap rate> by sleeping ten or 
twelve in a small room ; or without any 
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cxpence at all, by preferring a soft plank 
in the tap-room, or a smooth stone on SL 
stair-case* 



We who live, in a land of liberty, wild 
boast of the justice and lenity of our 
laws, who profess Christianity, can we, 
without remorse of conscience, reflect on 
the miseries the oppressed debtor suffers ? 
Can we pretend to possess any feeling and 
any religion or humanity, and with indif- 
ference view one part of our fellow-crea- 

\ _ 

tures persecuted and half-starved by un- 
feeling, remorseless creditors ? I positively 
assert, fearless of contradiction, that many 
prisoners in the Kiilg's, Bench have been 
half-starved, and have contracted disor- 
ders, from lack of sustenance, of which 
they have died* 

The law against debtors, and. their suf- 
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ferings in prison, ciy aloud to Heaven 
and the Legislature for redress. I will 
feuikly acknowledge it to be my indi- 
yidual opinion, that no person, in a conn* 
try of liberty, should be confined for debt, 
who gives up his whole property to his 
creditors. But the law having decreed it 
otherwise, and lawyers fattening, as they 
do, on the fruits of it, I must leave it to 
the future operations of justice and of 
mercy. But why am I, because I am un* 
fortunately bom a gentleman, liable to be 
deprived of my liberty throughout my 
life, for the small sum of ten pounds; 
which is a possible case, when, from the^ 
rich merchant to the inferior trader who 
keeps a green-stall, provided four-fifths 
of his creditors consent, can procure his 
certificate of bankruptcy, without the risk 
of imprisonment : while a gentleman, if 
he owes ten thousand pounds, and can. 



299 

pay orily nine tliousand nine hundred and' 
ninety pounds, may, by one obdurate ere-* 
ditor, be confined all his life, as an act of 
grace has not for many years involved so 
large a sum. Would it not be just, at 
least, to put the gentleman and the sol- 
dier on the same footing Vith a vender of 
cabbages, or a cabbaging tailor ? 

Many officers have been, and some now* 
are, confined in prison, who have offered 
their creditors a part in money, and good 
security for the remainder at a distant 
period : but they hav6 been deaf to all 
terms, imagining that they have rich re- 
lations or friends, who will come forward 
and satisfy the whole at once. Hiey 
know little of human nature : nor does 
any man thoroughly know either his re- 
lations or his friends until he has once 
been in prison. But I repeat my opi- 



300 

nion, that, in a free countrj , there should 
be no confinement of the person for debt ; 
yet I would have it made felony for any 
person to secrete one shilling of his pro- 
perty. It is said, that, were there no law 
to confine a debtor's person, our trade 
and commerce would sufier. It is no 
such thing. There is no law in Scotland 
to confine a debtor who gives up his pro- 
perty ; and has the trade of Edinburgh and 
of Glasgow decreased ? I will not confine 
my argument to this country. Look to 
Holland, a country where the true inte-. 
rests of trade and commerce are as well 
understood as in England. There is no 
law there to imprison a debtor : yet Hol- 
land had arrived at; its wealth and gran- 
deur by trade alone. 

It must be allowed by every candid 
person^ that these arguments, in favour of 
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the personal liberty of the subject of this 
country, are very forcible ; but yet I fear 
there is a stronger reason against it, as a 
considerable part of the expence incurred 
to the debtor before he is imprisoned, and 
the processes carried on to bring the ac- 
tions against him to a judgment, from 
the stamps and fees, &c, &c, form a con-« 
siderable part of the revenue to Govern- 
xnent, which, until a substitute is found, 
it may npt be judged prudent to annihi- 
late; but, wijth my lack of brains, I 
would undertake to find one before to- 
morrow morning, that would answer 
every purpose of finance. Such a mea- 
sure would also deprive one half of the 
attornies of their iniquitous bread, mois- 
tened with the tears of their miserable vic- 
tims, which might be considered by some 
Machiavelian moralists as a crying act of 
injustice. 
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fivcry term prisoners come from the^ 
pemoteet parts of England to surrender to 
the KiBg-s Bench, not from ehoice, but 
from Compulsion. The^ptocess of tb^ 
hw in thi. rppeet » unknown to .He 
piiblic. I will state it. If a man is ar- 
rested tbree hundred miles from London; 
on a judgment, or tak«i in execution, h6 
is carried to the county jail ; but if he is 
arrested for a simple debt, and som6 
friend bails him, when the time arrives 
that he must either pay the money or sur- 
render his person to prison, or fix his 
friend with the debt who bailed him, he 
tannot surrender to the county jail. Let 
him be in the most distant part of Eng- 
land, he must travel to London and sur- 
render there> and on foot, if he panncft 
afford to pay for the conveyance of a 
coach or a waggon. . 



One very singular instance I will relate^ 
of a poor old man, between seventy an4 
eighty yeare of age, who came all the way 
from Cumberland on foot to Surrender, 
sooner than be so disbonest as to fix his 
bail. When he came to the door of the 
King's Bench, he was bare-footed, and 
holding bis shoes and a small bundle of 
clothes hung across a stick over his should- 
der. He shewed the door-keeper a letter 
from an attorney, stating his case, and at 
whose suit he c^me to surrender. The 
door<-keeper told hiin, according to his 
duty so to do, that he could not permit 
Irim to surrender ; for, if he did, without 
^undergoing the proper forms, that though 
he was locked up there, if the process was 
not regularly performed, his friend, who 
bad bailed him, would be fixed with the 
ddbt. The door-keeper very kindly or- 
dered one of the tipstaves to go over with 
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him to Clxinccrj-lanc, where having paid 
the customary fees, and walked some hun* 
dreds of miles, he then marched over to 
the King's Bench prison, and was received 
in proper form within its walk. 

Having stated tliiis curious, thougli a 
very common process, relative to a debtor 
surrendering to the King's Bench, I will 
state a process of the law which takes 
place after the prisoner has surrendened, of 
which I had an Example in my own affairs, 
when^ a prisoner in this place. Amongst 
the writs to which I surrendered myself 
there, one of them w^as in the Court of 
Common Pleas : the rest were in the Court 
of King's Bench. Accordingly, on a sub- 
sequent day, that honest officer, Mr. Ncdve, 
the door-keeper, came into my room', to 
inform me that a Habeas Corpus was 
served on me, to remove me to the Flert 



PrisoA. Although I knew a good deal of 
the process and expences of th^ law for 
debt^, having paid some thousands for 
' my knowledge, I was ignorant of this 
ceremony. 1 must confess I could not 
view this process either as humane or just; 
that being a prisoner, and after having, 
by Jhe assistance of my friends, made my- 
self a little comfortable in one prison, I 
should be dragged to another. However, 
being of Dr. Fangloss's opinion, que tout 
est pour le mieux, though the circum- 
stance was sufficient to make another mah 
doubt of the fitness of things, and that it 
would be of no benefit to fret ?ind vex 
myself about it, I asked Mr. Neave how 
I should act in this case, as, from his situa- 
tion, he must be well informed of all such 
processes. He advised me, as the debfc 
was btit a small one, to tlewre my lawyers 
io settle it; which was done, and I re- 

YOL. II. X 



s&ied' tiiliete I wts» If I liad not beeD 
a|)}e to pajr, I abcwld have bea:i taken t0 
'tfaib 'Fleet FrixNi^ diere surreiideredi. wtd, 
mihtv paykig the fee» t)f tbat prisoii^' nrait 
hart taken an Habeas Corpus,. to remow 
myself bac^ to the Kiog^s Bendh. The 
whole exp^ice wooU have been. about 
•acren pounds; and if I could not hawpi* 
cured tba moiieir, I mtnt>ha^ remaiocd 
.in the fleet;: To this case thisre is soew* 
Ifaitig moie attadied than the expeuce of 
bfingtDg myarlf back by a Habeas Cqrp«s 
io the Bench* By the kind assistance of 
iny worthy and bert fiiend, Jacob WiJr- 
Idnsan^ who wastnybondsman tetk&snaf- 
ahal, I had procured the blca»iiig df a it- 
•betty to walk and enjoy the bpem adr 
within the boundaries of the Kill's BoKil, 
called the Rufea. : The expence inquired 
on the bond to bbtiain the benefit o£ ^ 
Bules, is ttn pounds for the fiist huadrtti^ 
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and foiir poatidsfor^TierjretlteFlutitdv^l 
of the debt X)r dcbte fbrVhicH you* awj 
iaipri$oiied« Et)r inatanbe^ if k mAn is a 
prisoner for four hundred^ be must find 
good security, and pay twenty-two pounds^ 
and so on ifi proportion for a latter ddbt. 
Hiad I been earned o^"er to the Fleety anii 
there iemainad^ I must bare fof&ited tiie 
mxMKf.l had paid' to obtain the Jiberty. of 
the* Rules of the Beneb^ arid been closely 
confined^ if not . able to> proeute mon^}^ 
to pay the expences necessary Xjo, peo^ 
cure the Rules of the' Fleet i at^ what 4d 
tndre ismgular^ if there Had been se^en or 
ei^ Wfits^say any number/(for it makes no 
di&cence,^ in eommon> whether it be one 
or one hundred pleas againiS^t me>) I should 
liare been dragged therfe for every one of 
tfaiem> and paid the sflme expehces on ^ach 
and every writ as on one, if I could { and 
]f*I icduld iioti the ^Kpences would bcMrd 
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lain against me in the Fleet, and I nitist 
have disclurged them before I could be 
liberated from prison, after settling with 
my creditors. 

I shall beg leave to mention another 
singular fact. If a man surrenders to the 
Fleet Prison instead of the King^s Bench, 
which is at his option, if he has but one 
writ against him in the Court of Common 
Pkas, and one, eight, or eight hundred 
writs, (it is all the same, though not the 
same expence,) in the Court of Kings 
Bench, against him, on every writ in the 
Court of King's Bench he can be removed 
to the King's Bench Prison from the Fleet 
This is ringing the changes with a ven- 
geance. It is not sufficient that a prisoner 
be confined in one prison, but he must 
like a shuttlecock, be thrown backwards 
imd forwards from oii^e prison to the other^ 
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With the distress of being put to consideiv. 
able expenoe^ in addition to all that he 
has already sustained. 

A sihort time before I was dischai^ed 
from this place^ two brothers werebrought 
up from some distant part of the island^ 
and surrendered there. They had been 
«igaged in a law suit, in which they were 
cast. The person with whom they had 
been at law was. so humane as not to 
continiie the process; but the attorney 
sent them both to the King's. Bench 
for the costs of the suit, amounting 
to something above twenty pounds. This 
case may appear singular to the reader, 
V(rho fortunately is not informed of the 
persecution practised on prisoners, by 
attorniess but I w^l inform them, and 
if they doubt my assertions, they may 
apply to the records of the King^s Bench 
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end Fleet Prisons, aad diey wiIb&iH there 

# 

ane many bmnrineds who :are coi^aed fer 

the costs of suit to the ioK^a, whose on* 

j^nal debt did not amount to teii pounds ; 

iiaj fcuther, there are humbeiB no\r ib 

f>iison for debts ^mginally amounting onlj 

to tlie small sums of .fo«r» £ve> ux, or 

seven ^p6unds/ 'Ihtst small debts have 

been brought to a judgment Jby the Mt^^ 

itomtj, yvbxdi attaches the person^ the 

<nhoiiient Ihe costs, jointlj with the djAt, 

asDCNint to above ten pounds^ though the 

idebtctr is'aye and wtlUng to pay the ontgi* 

^naidefat. ; Many have ofiei^ to pay ey«n 

^ pkrt . of the cost? : . but, although tibe 

^original debt did not- eii^ceed. five or sbi 

^qu^ds; thejQow are fixed iq ppnson fiw 

•woxg^ twmty poun<ls« «(wan^ to; the attQi> 

iwy oot bciag willing^to ijekk onc&liiHing 

of lu»demajQd fear qoatsxirf. su^la byitlgiog 

iftcdebt to .an execution., . 
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lays^^f^ Bpot ojoXj of the txt^r^fpuit <x* 

]^p-f:^. atit<;o4iQ||[ . «m«U debts nnder tei^ 
ppujoi]^ J^u|t,,of Hhc geperofiitj^ 9nd inte- 
■dty of th;? honest tradesman. I built « 
<>p^-bc^ch^«anie}'3earspa6ti thepckx; 
^iras, to Jthe best of mj cecpllection, l^« 
t^?!W9i f ^ jwqid. su^ pputt^ds. Tl*e first 
4ny I ^H^ it for two Uouw* mecdy to 
t?y it, 5i!>4 jto have it properljr buqg^: | 
^fc[^ left it a few days with the mato^ tq 
^egulatp it; and, befare I took it wavg 
I paid one h^drpf the priqe.in money, an4 
gave a, bill for: tjhc ojther b^f at a shAif 
4at^, yvhv^ was jaid. Hfowever, I hap« 
psenied ,t0 send the chaise back to bf 

sci:pwed up^ ^j^^ to have soiqe Ciiflii^ al« 

' ' » » •• ' j^ 

t^ionmdff. %,;tlw:qtp«»ce tof ^ifllll 

. fHQQunted .iff, five .nouo^s ^ix shUtinga^, or 

sjpt ppupds! five, I forget which. Aftcf 

^ wing, tins trifie fpf ^.cpoaiden^ 'F«^ 

x4 
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of* tattle, r vfas serv^ with- a copy of a 

» » • 

writ : this 'vns but a very few months 
before I surrendered to* the Khig*i5 Bench 
prison^ amongst a rarirty of other de* 
mands of much greater amount, all di 

« 

which I paid before that horrid day, the 
Morrow of All Souls, which is so fital to 

many bodies in the first week Hi Noveili- 

• • • • 

ber.- I had been out of towii for above 

# * 

two months, and totally forgot that Ihad 
been served with a copy of a writ for so 
small a sum. In December following, a 
sherifTs officer met me, who had often- 
times arrested me, and told me he had a 
warrant against me. I asked him why 
he did not call at my house in the mom- 
!ng early, that I might have gone out 
^^m him and settled it, as it was then 
near my time of dinner. He gave me a 
Very- satisfactory reason why he did not. 
5 asked him the silifl it amounfted to. "A 



Hi 
ftmall sum, somewhat above twenty/* he 

WW 

replied^ As it was rather late in the dscy, 

and near dinner-time, I desired him to 

* •■ 

call on me the next morning, and I would 
jjettle it. " I would With pleasufe, Colo- 
nel," said he ; *^ but it is an execution." 
'* That is impossible!** I replied, *^ for I 
have nt)t signed any bond or warrant of 
attorney to any person existing.'* — '^ I 
assure you, Coloriel/* continued he, ^* it 
is an execution. Ton ought to tnbw the 
law, and what lawyers can do, for you 
have^^aid eriougH to know it in your life- 
thne/* ~'^' 1 now ufadersiand you," T re- 
pliied ; " I suppose it is sotne sAiall debt 
under ten pounds, brought to a judgment 
by the attorney."—^'* Exactly so.** Tq 
cut this matter very short, I went to my 

friend Mr. Wright in Carey-Street, and 

> » • . . * , 

surrendered to" him, ' My agent very 
kindly brought me the boney to dis- 
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c1)arge*tbe,debt amd cotts^ which ^moun^« 
ed to. above twa;^t^-fbur..p^ .;^«i^* 

^. I bad not l^eon able to^paj it, I ,ii»pt 
liaTe suTfeodered to the King js Bcncp, oi 
Flcet^ and tb^ I might haTp>lain until I 
had rotted^ unless I had paid the twentj- 
lour pounds ; for I haye.no. i:easoa to be-^ 
^Tje that the, att9rfiey empLDjed^^gs^nst 
mc would have deviated iron» the line 
fdopted bj httbiictlircq, <iii4 hav^sihewji 

' » ' . t 



DforMi that when, I was maktnfl& an, ar-f 

])i|d agreed ^ take a-p^rtin mpnej^ an4 9 
«cuatr. in h^ for «te.te<n<Mod« tb, 
narticularaL of which \ have^stated 49 an*« 
Otbi^ jpart. of ithis "VVx^j^, , tbew "vras b]»t 





«gainsfc;axe, tl^ would idbt c«e Bbilliilg 
pf tibek co^. idtbougli. thor ^SomlA tre«^ 
satisfied "wsl^ a pait» tb^ ircmld be paid 
(heir wiioie:demaad; and Boii^e of tin 
cmt% to the attohiies aoioiuited to vci/ 
tiear .as .much afi the originial ^bt ty^ira% 
to. their clients. 9iit this is in the oidL- 
'mjy.imy of ..the> deteatatfaie pfofe^oMi 
ipdiich they foljow. ? : But, notTCillhs|:iikod^ 
ix^.aU the inJYinea tliex liaye do^ 
^and aj3e. continuafiy doing makikjifid, > I 
.will^ove my Christum charity by pce^ 
.^acntii^ th^itt mth their {>«f&ftit frosa the 
':sacTedi W23ti0^^^ Ye .are of your-f^thcr 
iliejde!^r>and.the works of <you)l!fii^iffir 
yc vrflldo;'* Filial: piety^ jperhap9>\ arty 
be itbesr only virtue. 



• • • 



, . .1 de^ it loajr bfi IF^U withstood, 
I da not {Qean« ia ^ 9t«uis : wfiAtevieif , to 
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aUoniies and solidtors, who would <^ 
ilainto engage in Jow and base traffic, 
l)hough not one of them is wkfaont one 
of these low fellows in his service to da 
the dirty work which they must not ap- 
pear to do for themselves. Whatever 
they may do in the higher course of husi<- 
nessy they disdain the common jog*tiiat of 
writ^ dedaration and Judgment; noraie 
they Jinked with the pawni^broker, silver- 
'emlth,. ironmonger, &c« &c. who dis^ 
count gen^lemea' s bills> giving a part in 
money and the r®t in goods, ' with, four^ 
'five, orsix names indorsed on the back of 
the bill, and who purchase such bills from 
* these ^extortioners, in the hope that theper- 
son who drew them will not be punctual 
at the day the bill is due, so that he may 
bring his action against the drawer of the 
'bilP,and make him pay costs for every se^ 
' paftitenamejndorsed on the back of it. ^ 
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I ^hill now proceed fo relate an* ct-? 
ample of extortion which I know to be 
correctly true. A Jady in the habit of 
doing bills in the manner I have related, 
issued a bill for eighty/ninety, or an hun- 
dred pounds^ 1 forget which sum : this 
biU, after passing through eight persona 
hands^ of course had as many indorse* 
ments, and was purchased* by one of 
these miscreants. When the bill became 
d^6 she could not immediately pay it, and 
he of course issued a writ- against her : 
her lawyer undertook, put in bail for hei^, 
and defended the action. When, she 
came forward to pay the money, this ho- 
nest man charged her eight costs. 

This worthy member of society, who 
lived in the Temple, is now dead, and 
gone to the devil. There being a special 
cause to foe tried in the infernal regions. 



lib nlemal mt^eAy tymM^^paste bfm M 
IttDgdr; bat, ia tetam for iieirides pet^ 
fernied^. be has made him his attam^^ 
general ♦. Oi her payihg the wt«tch 
his Remand, she then informed him that 
she would prosecute him for an iisurioud 
tamsaction, and make him pay ^boiit fif^ 
teen hundred pounds^ which wouI<l be 
the penalty of it> in retiii*n for his^ne^ 
T01X3 and liberal conduct to her. But the 
lyevili who has so greatly promoted him 
in ihb other worlds tised to 4Stand his 

m 

Aiend while . he was in this ; and he help* 
ed him out of the scrape in the following 
4nanner :-^ 



This lady had ^ whimsical propensity 
'now and then, when in 'waht of casht to 

* The attorney ^general, in former times, was called 
Diahojus Regis, or the King's Bull Dog. Vide a 
t^ok intitled ** The Mirror of Magistrates.- ' 



^ojM.ft 1£ll:i)f, heni wlttat ihib tinwiii: dbt)* 

^lilatsjoliii which this: attorney, bad !gat into 

1^1 posseasiom with a- d&tiaguislMdi no«- 

^icUmu]ks name .tQ\it> yilUs^ fihe» in hor 

4*we way, iiad witiken -IcvdUi .hct : Qjwa fair 

liand.. He accordingly took an tsarljrtqpH 

i-pottmiity to infcrrm her,. that a bill had 

(boefi ofierbd to him fon .nt^^9iion, 

^drawn-by:her> and. acciepted by ajaofal#- 

mssiaii^ for whiph^ befoce he gave, cash, » 

iyamm of high rank \0ere not, like their 

4xi&7iors^ always punctual at the day :q£ 

payments he requested to know if 4te^ 

had any objection to his calHng on him 

to ascertain that circumstance, llie l«dy 

repBed, that the bill would certainly be 

pmd on the day it was due ; and. thUt it 

wi>uld be very intruding in him to troti- 

bkw the nobleman with a visit on any SHch 



wbject At lengthy however^ our herd 
in infamy b^an to ^eak a little plainer 
than !he had hitherto done, and frank- 
ly told her that the bill was in his 
possession, and that he knew she had 
forged that nobleman's name. She then 
threw herself on his mercy, and he gene-^ 
rously spared her life on her engaging not 
to commence a prosecution against him 
fof his former infamous conduct. I am 
tiot certain whether I am right or -not as 
to the law in such a ca$e ; but I am im- 
clined to believe that this honourable and 
humane attorney was guilty of com^ 
pounding felony; but if he was, it is not 
to be wondered at, as it was in the way 
of his business. 



As to myselfl I cannot charge my me- 
moiy with ever having paid more than 
iom costs on one bill of exchange, which 
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hsiS fallen into tbe hands of such ho'^ 
nourable practitioners of the law; which, 
by the by> is tolerably reasonable, . These 
particulars are related in another, part of 
^his Work ; I shall therefore proceed to the 
misfortunes, hardships, and prosecutions 
to which prisoners are subject, from un- 
feeling creditors, and their harpies ycleped 
attomies, when doomed to this prison. 
To proceed — Anacquaintance of mine was 
committed to the King's Bench, in the 
year 1 794, for two debts, amounting to 
upwards of an hundred pounds, when he 
gave up all his property, which was then 
in Chancery, and took the benefit of an 
Act of Insolvency. In the year following 
he was imprisoned again, for a debt of no 
more than twenty-two pounds j when he 
applied for his sixpences, and was denied 

r 

them, on account of his having ^takqpi the 
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benefit of a former act for the debt already 
mentioned, and would have starved, had 
not a subscription been made for him by 
his friends, although he had property 
coming to him which waited the de- 
cision of Chancery. 

Since that period I have had nothing 
further to observe : it may, however, be 
remarked, that when a prisoner sues for 
his sixpences, he must swear that he is not 
worth five pounds, (I believe the oath is 
now extended to ten ;) I will not posi- 
tively assert the actual expence the pri- 
soner must pay to obtain three shillings 
and sixpence per week, for sometimes their 
friends do it gratuitously; but where 
it is paid for, as in niany instances, 
the following charges are near the 
mark : 



; 



I^or moving the Court — 10 6 

To the attorney, for attending at 

the King's Bench — 6 8 

 

For attendance at Weftminster 
Hall — — 6 8 



£. 1 3 10 



But these are not all the expences of 
this process. He cannot appear at 
Westminster Hall unless in the cus- 
tody of a tipstaff belonging to the King's 

 

Bench^ who must also be paid for his 
trouble: then he caimot put his nose 
out of the prison Tvithout pajdng for 
a day rulcy the price of which, I believe, 
is the same to him, or to any prisoner who 
has taken the benefit of the Rules, and 
wishes to go to town to transact business, 
that is four shillings. I do not pledge 
myself, in this one instance, to the cor- 
rectness of the charge, but, I believe, the 

T2 
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fbe to the tipstaff is ten shillings ; thus 
thirteen shillings are added to one pound 
three, already incurred. 

If it were not for the sufferings of the 
prisoner, this process, which a man must 
undei^o to ohtain three shillings and six- 
pence per week to keep him from starr- 
ing, is so absurd and ridiculous that it 
would be worthy of laughter; for, that a 
prisoner should pay one singly shilling to 
obtmn the scanty pittance from hiis cre- 
ditor of three shillings and sixp^ice per 
week, is truly ludicrous? Although it is 
not in my nature to sport with the feel- 
ings and sufferings of the oppressed, yet I 
am at libeny to laugh heartily at a pro- 
cess of law, I meah^ (reader, do not mis- 
construe my words,) the law of attornm 
relative to the charges they have; made to 
their clients, at whose suit a prisoner is 



»• 



/ 

I 

confined. Every Monday evening, beforfe 
the elock strikes nine, three shillings and 
f sixpence must be deposited in the hands 
of the door-keeper for the use of the pri- 
soner; in which payment if the creditor 
^r his attorney is deficient, the aetion is 
«uper^edable, and the prisoner is dis- 
charged, Now, I do assert positively, 
<liat many attomies have charged their 
clients three shillings and four-pence, or 
6ix shillings and -eight-pence, for sending 
their clerk, or going once to the Bench 
themselves, to pay the three shillings and 
^sixpence. This, reader, you will readily 
-believe, when you know that these gen- 
tlemen will not take a walk jpvcr to the 
King's Bench, or work in any shape, far 
nothing. So the creditor paya his attor- 
ney either three shillings and four-pence, 

 / 

QT six shillings and eight-rpence, in addlf 
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tion to the three shillings and sixpence* 
The whole transaction is scandalous^ and 
requires inunediate redress. It may ap- 
pear singular to the reader, but I assert, 
that, at this very moment, there are manj 
persons lying in prison, whose original 
debt to the creditor did not amo1^lt to 
above three, four, five, or six pounds, 
whose debts now, from costs to the attor- 
nies, do exceed twenty and thirty pounds. 
I myself have paid for a debt of four 
pounds thirteen shillings, and for one of 
six pounds sixteen shillings, and two or 
three times for a debt under ten pounds— ^ 
I say, that; I have paid ten, twelve, or 
fourteen pounds costs. Many prisoners 
are able, and have offered to pay their ori- 
ginal debt, but cannot pay costs to the 
attorney ; they therefore remain in con- 
finement, where they might pass their 
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lives, if an occasional act of insolvency 
did not relieve them* 



I know also, that many creditors have 
been very .willing to take the original 
debt, and have been desirous of liberating 
the debtor : but a creditor cannot releasee 
the prisoner ; for, if he grants the prisoner 
a discharge, the attorney fixes him with 
the costs of the debtor : so the creditor 
must pay the attorney twenty or thirty 
pounds costs for doing nothing more than 
what he ought to do, namely, for dis- 
charging Ijis debtor, on his paying the 

original si^m he was indebted to him. 

I must now apologize to the reader for 
breaking off so suddenly, and not describ- 
ing various other miseries ^nd oppressions 
to which the unfortunate debtor in this 
prison is subjected, much to tl^e discredit 
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of a country which hoasts so proudly of 
its liberty ; but I promise faithfuDy, in a 
third volume, which I shortly intend to 
publish, to give various interesting cases 
of distress and oppression, not only in the 
King's Bench and the Fleets but also in 
that Court, so well known by the name, 
style and title of the Marshalsea. 



At present I have neither time or place 
sufficient in these volumes : I shall there- 
fore conclude, for the present, with two 
or three interesting stories relative to the 
conduct of attornies, how they obtain 
bills of exchange, for what reasons they 
take them, and what cost they charge on 
them; together with a few particulars 
relative to prisoners confined for debfes 
under ten pounds. 



Jleaderj mark well >vhat { am now go*- 



.1 > 
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Ing to relate, and seriously reflect, whe- 
ther, in a Christian country, and in a 
land of liberty, it is fit that any individual 
shduld be subject to such dire persecution. 
It is not possible for roe at present to 
speak with certainty to the fact, not hav- 
ing as yet obtained an account of the num- 

* 

ber of prisoners who are confined in the 
various prisons in London for debts under 
ten pounds : But I call God to wit- 
ness, that, from' the conversations I have 
held with various prisoners in the King's 
Bench, (in the Fleet it is exactly the 
same,) and the information I have ac- 
quired on the subject, I truly believe that 
I speak much within the compass, when 
I with horror inform you, that above one 
half of the prisoners in the King's Bench 
and the Fleet, (aye, and in most of the 
other jails in England,) could be liberat- 
ed, and would be liberated, - to-moitow. 
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were it not for the costs that must be 
paid to the attorney before they can be 
dischargeiL 



I shall now relate one instance in 
which I myself suffered very materiallj, 
^lany years ago I kept horses at the li- 
very-stables of my old friend Mr. Fozard; 
I had for some time given over keeping 
horses, and had settled all accounts with 
him for many months, when a man called 
on me, and told me that I owed him four 
pounds some shillings, for the keeping of 
a horse at grass some distance from Lon- 
don. I told him that I knew nothing of 
the matter; that I never had put any 
horse to grass with him ; and that I did 
not even know the place where he lived, 
which I literally believed was the feet. 
In about three days after, I was served 
with a copy of a writ. I then began to 
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reflect, and did recollect, that Fozard had 
put a horse one winter into a straw yard 
for me ; but, having settled my account 
with him, I of course concluded that I had 
paid thatexpence with the rest. I accord- 
ingly went to his stables and examined 
the books, when I found that he had not 

m 

made such a charge, and of course that 
I owed it. I was served with the copy of 
a writ on a Friday evening, and on Mon- 
day morning quitted town for the neigh* 
bourhood of Ascott-heath, preparatory to 
the races. I was so incautious ass not te 
look at the date of the writ, to see when 
it was returnable; nor did I send it to 
my lawyer, thinking that a week would 
make but little difference, as I should be 
in town the following Saturday. The 
writ, however, was made returnable in 
three days, and a fresh term commenced 
in four days. Thus the lawyer had the 
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Btart of me by two terms in one wedc^i 
which enabled him to make such rapii 
progress in his expenccs. On the Satnr^ 
<iay afternoon, only eight days from the 
time I was served with the copy of 4 
writ, I went to his house to pay the debt; 
and judging that I should not have above 
twenty shillings to pay for the ex- 
pences at first incurred, was surprised, 
when his clerk made the account out, to 
find that the four poundq were, in eight 
days, accumulated, by the attorney's 
costs, to eleven or thirteen pounds, I 
really forget which ; but either of them 
is sufficient for my purpose. On my ex- 
postulations Telative to the exorbitant 
charges produced in so short a tim6, the 
clerk informed me, that another term had 
commenced since the issuing of the writ, 
and consoled me by the assurance, that it 
was very fortunate I happened to call 
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that day, as, from my having neglected t© 
plead through my attorney to the writ, 
judgment would have been entered up 
against me on the Monday morning fol* 
lowing, which would have been three 
pounds more, and that then I should have 
been taken in execution- I now began 
to understand the affair, that it was very 
regularly carried on, was very legale 
very moderate^ and very just ; and nought 
was left for me but to pay the whole 
sum, acknowledge the equity of the 
process, and content myself with having 
had the good fortune to call that day, the 
moment I came to town, by which I 
saved the additional charge of three 
pounds. This all took place in eight 
, days^ I had, indeed, seen, during my ab- 
sence at Ascott-heath, some tolerable 
good raceing ; but this attorney, it must 
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he allowed by all sportsmen^ beat every 
thing for speed. 



I will trouble the reader with but one 
case more relative to exorbitant costs on 
debts for small sums, although I could 
mention several others which I have paid 
within the six or seven last years of my 
life. 



Before 1 surrendered as a prisoner to 
the King's Bench, I gave a bill to a 
tradesman, not for any debt contracted by 
me, but for a lady of my acquaintance. 
This bill was kept back by a law}'^er, into 
whose hands it fell ; and, not being a 
debt of my own, it escaped my notice. 
After I was liberated, it was demanded 

* * 

of me ; but, as I could not pay it, I was 
arrested, and compelled, from actual 
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necessity, to bail it, and defend it for 
some time, till I was able to pay it, when 
I gave my attorney a sum of money to 
discharge that bill, and some other 
matters I had to settle ; but not having 
sufficient money given him, he left six 
pounds unpaid, and informed me of his 
so doing. The lawyer was perfectly sa- 
tisfied, and assured him that he would 
put me to no trouble for the remaining 
trifle, and that I might pay it when con- 
venient. My lawyer, however, went out 
of town for two months on business, in 
which time this gentleman carried on the 
process against me; and, having brought 
it to an execution, fixed me in judg- 
ment for sixteen pounds sixteen shillings. 
It is necessary to remark, that the original 
bill was only pounds, the costs 

pounds, of which he was paid all 
but six ; and this six pounds he increased. 
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hj additional costs, to sixteen . poundb 
sixteen shillings and sixpence^ which, 
together with what he was paid be- 
fore, brought the original debt of 
twenty *six pounds to no less a sum 
tlian 



In addition to this, the customary ex- 
pences attending on a judgment, such as 
sheriffs poundage, caption fee, one guinea, 
searching the office, and some smaU per- 
quisite to the house of the officer I went 
to, amounted to above two pounds ore. 
Thus I paid, for a twenty-six pound 
debt, no less a sum. than 



This is law, aye, and very sound, le- 
•gal, and excellent law too, and what is 
practised every day in the year, to, the 
emolument of the attorney, and ruin of 

« 

the debtor, who, when it is a distressing 
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circumstance to him to pay nH pounds 
as compelled to pay sixteen or be smat t# 
jail^ and there to la/ until he rots^ or cai| 
pay the costs to thie attorney as wdl fif 
the principal debt. 

The reader wiU please to observe^ tiwit 
I paid sixteen pounds sixteitn ibiUiogs t4 
the attorney for his costs on thf remainio^ 
six pounds which wero left unpiod ^ «4 
original debt of twenty'-siit pounds^ oft 
which he had already lec^ired 
costs. 



3e&)re I take my leavB of this wrqtcbMl 
subject, I cannot refrain ff om relating t 
idstory of an attorney iato whose handf 
a bill fell belongifig to k rtfry {vattioalar 
friend of mine j beti fi#s^ I, sbAll sttftei tht 
motives which induce attomies to pwtr 
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d^ase bilfe- of exchange. — ^WTien money is 
Karce^ and a gentleman wants a little cash, 
dnd cannot get his bill discounted at ^is 
bankers^ having overdrawn his account 
considera:bly ; or, as many are situated 
who have no banker at all ; he goes to 
«ome. advertising money-broker, and gives 
feim i bill, we will say for an hundred 
||6unds, to get discounted: the money- 
4>roker goes to some pawn-broker, wool- 

r 

lenndraper, ironmonger, or some other 
tradesman who is in the habit of dis- 
counting bills, and giving part in money 
and part in goods. Of the particular 
losses that gentlemefi suffer by taking 
ialf goods and half c^K which'U the ge- 
^eral custom, I have mentioned in another 
part of this book ; I shall, therefore, on- 
ly relate how this bill' is put into cir- 
culation. 
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The tradesman pays this bill away to 
some other tradesman who is accustomed 
to the same traffic in bills, and puts his 
name on it, the broker having indorsed it 
before for a verj good reason, because his 
name> being on the back of the bill, 'pre- 
vents him being called as a witness on a 
qui tarn action for usury. The second 
tradesman, who now holds the biU^ in-» 
'dorses it^also. Now, tfeere is the name 
of the drawer of the bill > the broker's 
name, ^nd the two tra^sjnen's names, 
on thie bill J these make, four name*. ^The 
^asfe-^raentifened tradesman, being in want 
.•of cash, goes- to some attorney who is in 
lliCv constant habits of purchasing such 
*^iUs{ -^hen he comes to the attorney and 
»sheWShim tlife bill, telling ^him he wants 
^'ittdney f*r it, the attorney neyer examines 
the face of the bill, but looks directly on 

z 2 
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the back of it, to see how many names 
are there indorsed. If there are three 
natncs, it is a matter worthy of his atten- 
tion ; if four, it is excellent, thaf making 
fiTC names with the drawer's. At first 
he pleads poverty ; but at last tells him 
that the drawo: of the bill is not a punc- 
tual man in payment of bill^ and that 
loost likely he shall have some time to 
wait, for bis ifibpney; in short, that h^ 
camiot give h^tn above mnety^ pounds for 
the hundiied po^nd bill This the trades- 
man ytry resMy take», be bsying* by 
the bard quality of Uie goods l^eaoldj if he 
waa the ftret diacount^ri ixaM already 
{tQm thirty %q forty, per cent ot las pur- 
chased it at an inferior price of the €qxwT 
ixi^tmn i :b«t, in general, these tneOr 
^ho^Ye Uwge qiMttititiefi of goods, «n^ 
-hut a sosaH part ift caah, are many cf 
Ihem connected intimately together, and 
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mutually pass each other's bills back-*: 
wards and forwards, with mutual indorse-* 

« 

ments. But, to return to the attorney ;. 
when the bill is due^ if not paid at the 
day, a process is commenced, and a writ. 
civilly issued for form's sake; for these' 
polite; attoriiies are too well bred to arrcsC 
the drawer of the bill in the street ^, but 
inform him, in a very civil letter, that, 
he is sorry he cannot give time on the 
biU, being directed Uy his client to inforce 
payment, (the client, observe, reader^ is 
no other than his own dear self,) tlieTe*-. 
fore respectfully requests that you will 
favour him with the nanae of youf solW* 
citor, that he may undertake for ydu t6 
put in bail, ^ it is far firoBi his inlfertf t^ 
serve you pnblicly With an arres(;**--Tou ; 
have now to thank him for hb polite tu«* 
tfaod of doing business, and send him'^the * 
name of your solicitpn iM) Is »h6rt^/' 

Z 3 



B42 

put in ; and if it is not in your power to* 
pay it in a term, bail above must be put 
in, and bail must be justified ; and, when - 
you take the bail up, you must pay four 
oosts exclusive of your own ; and there isi 
no means of avoiding these four extra 
costs, unless you \tt judgment go by de- 
fault, which if you do, you must be pre- 
pared with the money to pay the princi^ 
pal sum of the bill and your own single 
costs, or your person is taken in execu- 
tion, which is the ne plus ultra of the 
law, and your body may be committed 
to Newgate, If you defend the action 
by various ingenious methods, such as 
sham plea, writ of error, and some 
other very clever inventions, you may 
postpone the payment of the bill for 
many months; but, at the final arrange- 
m^t, when neither sham nor fudge 
can avail any longer, then you must b^^ 
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eontented to pay four costj 'exclu^vfe ' d§ 
your own ; which, iadeed, is ; toltrahlyp 
moderate, as I have given you one in- 
stance in the foregoing pages, ift whfch 
an attorney made a lady pay eight or mn& 
costs, and every one of them were speciat 
originals^ and each ten pounds expence ;r 
but he was a jewel of an attoi'ney, and arf 
transcendant in real honour as a brilliant 
is to a rose diamond, to the rest of hi* 
fraternity^ 



You now see, reader, how great an ob- 
ject it is to an attorney, who buys a bill: 
of a tradesma^n, to have four or five namey 
indorsed on the back of it, otherwise it i| 
not worth his having ; nor does be thinlsr 
it worth negociating, if there is a prdbft^' 
bility that the drawer will punctually pay 
it at the day when it is due : . the attom^, 
after all, nujus no risk, even if the.df avt^er ©fr 

Z 4" • 'I 
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Ihie t^n diMiM rati away, for he ean C6m6 
flf^n the indorsers. 

• Birt, t<» come to the story, which is jiot 
without amusemeBt i^^-mA friend of mine, 
who was not always, as well as myself and 
many others, r^dly punctual in taking up 
his bills at the hour when due, discounted 
t bill in the preceding manner: there were 
ibur or five names on the back of the bill^ 
which made it very eligible : an attorney 
readily purchased this bill. The morning 
when due, it was presented at his house 
with thQ accustomary notice left in wHt- 
i»g:~r*^ YAuthillfi^ 100^ lies due at 
JdMsn.  — '"^ banher^*. Please to call 
this day betwMft the hours of three 
mmdjiv^^'^'*-'^^ friend, that ^f, » happy 



'  Oftentimes the attorney announces that the bill 






U5 

day for him> but a day of disapp6lntmeat 
to the attorney, was, per chance, nwrc ia 
cash than usual, and sent his servant 

« 

t^ith th6^moncy, between three and five 
o^clock, to take up the biU ; which he did^ 
and brought it to his master cancelled. 

A few weeks after, the i^me trades*^ 
man, who sold this bill drawn on inf 
friend to the attorney, called again on him 
with another bill drawn on the same 
gentleman, asking him to discount it. The 
moment he saw on whom the bill ifras 
drawn, he threw it with indignatioa oa 
the floor, saying, " I am astonished, Sif> 
at your offering me such a bill ; I will 
have nothing to do with that gentleman's 
bills, for the last, which I gave you nw**^ 
ney for, to oblige you, was paid the day 
ii was presented" — The tradesnpiatt, 
much to bis morti&catiosw ^xae oli^ged 
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to depart without getting * cash for his. 
bill, and had the trouble to seek for some 
other attorney who dealt in hills, to 
whom the unusual punctuality of my 
frieind was not yet known.- 



Reader, I trust this story has given you 
some pleasure ; and I assure you, on my 
word, it is a fact. For the veracity of the 
following interesting account of a distin- 
guished junto in this town, I cannot be 
altogether so responsible ; but> on my ho- 
nour, I have heard it from good autho- 
rity, and I believe the general outline of 
their transactions to be true. 



A few years past there existed in this 
town a truly philanthropic money-lend- 
ing society : it consisted of about five or. 
six reputable tradesmen, two attomies, 
and one bailiC 1 have had the honour 
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of knowing them all per&onaUy;. and 
with the three latter, the two attornics. 
and the bailiff, I have been on a very, 
familiar footing, and through them bave^ 
experienced the philanthropy of the so- 
ciety to the amount of many and many 
hundreds of pounds. This distinguished* 
society (pardon the vulgarity of the ex- 
pression!) all rowed in one boat, passings 
bills from one to the other to multiply* 
the names on the back of the bills^ till at» 
last they were placed in one of the attor-, 
nies hands, by whom they were ulti- 
mately consigned to the- care and atten-- 
tion of the bailiff. I have been informed. » 
that they even shared in the perquisites, 
of the bailiff: but I do not believe iti be- 
cause his fees are so trifling that it would' 
not be sound policy in these able finan- 
ciers to partake of sp small a part of the 
profitSi and let the bailiff 9hare with tkcnX' 
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in the greater. In my opinion he could 
not have had any share in the profits, 
excepting the expence of the arrest and 
those incurred in his house, unless hfe 
placed money to the general account : in 
this manner he might pull an oar in the 
boat also. This amiahle society is to- 
tally broken up and dispersed, by the de- 
Vil having wanted one of the attomies to 
transact special business in the infernal 
courts, and by the other respectful L'mb 
of the law having retired, otio cum dig-- 
nitate, into the country on an handsome 
fortune, acquired by costs upon bills of 
exchange, and costs charged to distress 
debtors, there to await the call of his in- 
fernal majesty ; for two such able men 
he will not admit at the same time in his 
dominions. iTie devil even dreads their 
power, and stands in awe of their unpa- 
ralleled skill and abilities. 
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For the present I shall saj no more 
relative to the King's Bench, or of attor- 
nies, but promise the reader to give him, 
in a Third Volume^ which will be soon 
published, a more minute account' of that 
prison, and a complete investigation^ of 
the conduct of attornies to debtors, with 
other circumstances relative to the police 
of the King's Bench. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Interesting Particular^ relative to Col. 
George Hanger when in America; 
being a Continuation of his Life and 
Adventures. 

JL^ about three months after I was ap- 

»  * 

pointed a captain in the Hessian Yager 
corps ; and in the middle of the ensuing 
;month of March, I sailed from Ports- 
mouth for America. — Reader, be not 
alarmed! I am not going to fight over 
again the American war ; it is as much 
forgotten as the Trojan war, and the re- 
cital of the one would be full as inte- 
Vesting to the public as the other. It is, 
J however, my intention to relate some in- 
ddchts relative to myself, which, in the 
history of my life, are necessary to be 
mentioned: * 
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t fiad not been arrived above tw0 
months in America, when I rdceived a 
letter from my mother, (the best and 
kindest of parents,) informing me that 
Mr. Wyatt, soon after my departure^ and 
before he could parcel out my estate, iad 
been seized with a paralytic stroke, whichf 
she was fearful, would shortly prove fa* 
tal to him. She informed me at the same 
time, that the mortgagee was endeavour- 
ing to foreclose the mortgage on my 
estate, and to sell it. She also sent me a 
fresh power of attorney for me to pxecute, 

to empower her, and some friend jointly 

* * '  ' • * 

with her, to transact my affairs, as she 

was fearful my worthy friend Mr. Wyatt 

would never be well enough to act for 

« ' ' ' 

mc. This fresh power of attorney I for-* 

« * * . . 

warded by the, first packet to England, 
to my mother. In the mean time, my 
worthy* friend Wyatt, recovering a little 



• Ml . 
ftota the effects tjf the paraflytic isffok^} 

^ • 

fieglected not, tbe moment he waB-ablc td 
go down to ray estate^ to arrange every 
thing for sale ; but a setond visitation of 
his disease put to end to' his valuable 
lifei ' * • " -^ " . ' * 
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'During the interval between his deatE 
and the arrival of the fresh powers of at^- 
lorney from Ameifcai for my mother and 
her friend to ict for me, which, in passing 
and repas^ng, t6ok up some months, tfab 
mortgagee foreclosed the' mortage ; 'and 
all that my mother could do was in 'vain> 
for .my estate vir^s sold before a Master 
in Chancery^ at public auction, for little 
more than half its real value. 



The rc&def will be pleased to renairk, 

A 

that the very circumstance whidb^ ren- 
dered me happy and ss^sfied on my ldiv» 
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ing England, by haring placed my ajO^rs 
in so worthy and aUe a fnend's band^i 
pr99«d my ruin, from my want of cau* 
tion in not putting the name of some 
Mha person jointly in the power of at- 
torney I gave to Mr. Wyatt: had J so 
done, as I have been informed, from the 
Best ailthfmty, it would not have been 
{imcticftbk to have foreclosed the mort- 
jpige; biit I nefver dreamed of Mi. Wyatt 
Mng strudL wi& a fit of apoplexy; for 
he was a hale, hearty man, and by no 
Hieans adraaced in yeavss, though he wajs 
of a corpulent habit. Some nnniths 
afterwacds, the common process of law 
having taken its course, my estate wa^ 
sold,^as I have already mentioned. 

It is dsoi necessary to relate^ that, in 
•the ialermedmte tkne, a£rd previous to the 
-sale, war with France and Spain was de^ 
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clared, in addition to that whenein we 
were engaged with Aitieiica, which was 
the occasion of land falling ahove one-^^ 
third in value. In short> my estate 

4 

was sold for sixteen thousand and Some 
few hundred pounds ; though^ if I could 
have kept it till the peace^ it would hsLy6 
fetched between twenty and thirty thou-^ 
sand* 



In addition to this piece of gotid news^ 
my kind mother informed me^ that some 
outstanding debts> amounting to several 
hundred pounds> I'emained unpaid, not- 
withstanding the security Mr. Wyatt had 
given for me; and that executions had been 
introduced into my house, after his deaths 
from the great deficiency of the sale df thci 
estate. Thus I at once found myself se-^ 
yeral himdreds worse than nothing, in^ 
jstead of not owing a Shillings and having 

A A 2 
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eight or ten thousand pounds in hand, 3ji 
Mr. Wyatt assured me, knd 'vehich he 
certainly would have accomplished, had 
not the French war broke out, or a legal 
compulsion forced me to sell my estate 

during that period* 

. . ..  

I now, indeed, and in truth, became a 
soldier of fortune, for I was stripped and 
plundered of every thing, and, which was 
worse, left encumbered with debts. 

Ajfter serving the first campaign in the 
Hesi»an Tagers,\ my old and worthy 
friend. Sit Henry Clinton, requested the 
Commander in Chief of the Hessian 
troops to give me, in addition to my Ya- 
ger company, the command of two hua- 
dred meij selected from the Hessian re^- 
ments, which he was so kind as to com- 
ply with; and, in addition to that 
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quest> he permitted a certain number of 
men frprn every Hessian regiment to 
turn out volunteers. As soldiers, who 
have been confined to the regular dutj 6f 
a battalion in the line, are ever desirous of 
serving with light troops at the out-post, 
it may be easily imagined that these men 
were the eliti of the Hessian infantry. 
This favour was much approved of by 
my commanding officer. Colonel Pe 
Wurmbe, as it not only increased his 
conunandi but strengthened it by the ad- 
dition of a body of men with bayonets, 
whq might by night be employed to 

A. 

% 

greater effect than the Yagers, who h^d 
no bayonets, and were armed only with 
rifle-guns, A further and most singular 
favour was granted roe on this occasion. 
If any man behaved ill, or of whose con- 
duct I disapproved, I was permitted to 
send hioi back to the regiment to which 
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he belonged, and to have another s^nt ^ 
replace him. This was productive of sack 
good order, that, during three campaigns, 
I never was under the disagreeable neces- 
sity of punishing any one of them, jfiif- 
ther than by a few days' confinement. — • 
With the additional command to my Ta- 
ger company I continued to serve until 
the great expedition to the southward 
was undertaken by Sir Henry Clinton, to 
accomplish the reduction of North and 
South Carolina, of which I shall make 
mention in proper time; but, prior to 
that, I must advert to incidents in whicl^ 
I was personally and most materially con- 
cemed. 



Shortly after the arrival of Lord Car- ^ 
lisle, Mr. Eden, and Governor Johnson, 
at New York, they published a proclama- 
tion, in the name of the King, addressed 



t^e different United States. It was juijgs 
ed prop^> far form's aake, that the Cq«-^ 
itMader in Chkf should fiirwaifd tiua 
proclamation by land> from the out-posts 
of the army, to Congress ; and that thd 
Admiral should dispatch a y^ss^ with 
the same to Philaddpl^a. Tim proda^ 
ination was sent to thfc out-post of the 
Yaget corps> to my commanding offioer^ 
Col. Ue Wurmbe, with .oixlcirs to bled t» 
forward th^m by a flag of tnwe .tq tk^ 
most c^^ntiguous advanced pi^st of tbf 

I yifvust the only Englishman ^9 ' thuit 
corps : jny friend Col, JDe Wwmb^, 

therefore, requested me as a. fayotur (k 

» 

not being my turi^ for duty) to go out 
with tfa«se prodajBQtai|io|i9j and ^^ed 
as bis reason for desiring ^e tQ lupi^rtake 
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this buaiiie»j that, as the otber c^ficeift 
did not understand the English language^ 
some mistake might take place from their 
not lyeing able to explain matters, axKi 
converse with the American officers. 
Col. De Wurmbc certainly could have' 
commanded me on this service; but to 
comply with a requ6st^ or even a hint 
from him^ was but a small tribute of 
gratitude for me to pay to so good and 
amiable a man^ as well as so kind a 
friend. It was, therefore, with the greater 
pleasure th^t I undertook thi$ duty ; but 
not without foreseeing the disagreeable 
consequences attendant on it, by which I 
might have lost my life, and in the most 
unpleasant manner for a soldier and 41 
gentleman, 

I was perfectly aware of the temper of 
' the Americans at that period, elated as 
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they were by the succours which their 
great and good aZZy had already sent, and 
promised still to send them *• A French 
fleet being off the coast, some French troops 
having been already landed and marching 
to join Gfeneral Washington s army, and 
others coming from the West Indies, it wan 
most natural to imagine that they would 
reject all proposals from the British Go* 
vermrient, niat only with scorn, but con- 
tempt. I, therefore, told ' Colonel De 
Wurmbe, on my taking leave, .that I 
would endeavour to stay as short a time* 
at the American out-post 4s possible, 
.merely to demand a receipt, and push 
back with all expedition ; for I was con- 
fident, if I remained a sufficient time 
for them to deliberate, that I should be 

^ Count D'Estaigq h?id blocked up New York bar* 
bour for some time, and was then gone for Rhode 
Isfand, 
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stopped and made a prisonen i The evei^ 
proved the tnidi of my conjectures. 

I must here observe^ that the trumpeter 
and mounted Yager that went with me, 
carried several hundred' printed copies <^ 
this proclamation for me to dietciixLte^ 
as I ^vent alo„g, at the countrr-n^n « 
houses, and in the towns through which 
1 passed. In Ferry-town^ ^tuated f(»i(v 
teen miles from our out-posts, Idistri- 
fcuted some hundreds. About three or 
four miles farther, beyond Een'jHto3am, I 
'fell in with a pqtrole of light dragoons^ 
who carried me to their officer at a house 

9 . 

close by, who. commanded abowt fiftj 
men. I gave J^m thirteen padkets, joae 
^dressed to every State^ and iDBte to Ge- 
neral Washington. On reading a printed 
copy, he tpld ipe he . did not know whe- 
ther it was proper for him to receive such 
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{)aper8^ and tbat i^ was motssBjiiy fyt 
him to fiind to know the coidiina&diS 4^ 
<3reneral Bcott tm that subject, who lay 
:at the distance of afoctat four miles. I 
told him I was commanded to lesure theih 
at. the :fir8t American aut-posi; th^ 2 
should fall in with : and> with an air 43€ 
^on-chaiahce, I added^ that^ if he did 
-not qhoo$e to receive them, I diould lea;fc 
them with the IjwndkM-A lof the 'h«ise: 

i. .' : -I  . 

but that it w^$ imt caomixion politex^ss 
from one officer to another, to give me 
an acknowledgment under his han4 that 
I had left them at the boruse, merely to 
shew my commanding officer that Jl iiad 
-done my duty, ' as I might otherwise be 
v6ry severely reprimanded on my Tetnm 
to the British army, and perhaps pot nur 
der airest. Jn short, after a good deal of 
persuasion, and telling him that the pro* 
iclamation, whatever it contained, was 

2 



..r 



304 

« 

notbiog to him or to me, as it came from 
the British. Commissioners, and that xrer- 
tainly I should, in a similar case, not he- 
sitate one moment in giving him a receipt; 
I procured a receipt from him, and, tak^ 
ing a polite leave of him, rode off for onr 
armj with no i;mall degree. of speed and. 
pleasure. A few minutes after, he dis^* 
patched an officer with the proclama^ 
tions to General Scott, but not beforo I 
had given evoy soldier who came round 
me -one of them. 



On my return through Fetry-town* them 
were above two hundred persons collected 
together, and I was und^ some appre- 
hensions that Ihcy would have stopped 
me, as a few armed militia amongst them 
said they knew not what business I had 
to deliver printied papers inviting the citi- 
zens of America to desert the Congress* 
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1 told tJiera that I was under the sanc- 
tion a( a flag of truce, and had done no- 
thing hut what the inhabitants requested. 
Thie populace were nearly all in ferour of 
me, and requested me to continue my dis- 
fributioh of the papers, which I did ; and 
a]^solutely went so far, at their request> 
as to read one to the people as I sat on 
my horse ; and nailed one up against the 
public house before I departed, I knew 
very well, from the distance General Scott 
was, that I could not be easily overtaken, 
and that Ihad near an hour to spare. I 
then made the best of my way home, and 

met with a strong patrole of oiir corps 

• ,  •■  

w^ithin two miles" of the town, when I 

» •  • 

returned, without further interruption, 
to the camp/ 

« 

This very day the Admiral sent Xieu^ 



Heele ia a cutter, to Huladdplua 
conntjerparts of the same packets 
I bad carried out The monnait he 
cast anchor in the liver Delaware^ the 
]letttcnant^ ahd his whole crew were made 
prisoners ; and Lieutenant HeeZe rexxiaior- 
ed above a jeai iii Philadelphia jail ; and 
X^^hould have been se!at thercf alfio^ and 
hacYO kept him company, had I waited to 
receive General Scott*^ comuiahdd ; who, 
in a very few daya afterwacda^ as I learned 
from the communicadoa we held at the 
•ut-po6ts^ had sent orders to detain me ; 
but fortunately the. bird was Hown. 
• •■.«»- 

I should never have thou^ of men^ 
tiomng the following ^circumstance^ had 
not my character^ both as an officer and a 
gentleman, been most grossly aspersed by 
ihe kifamous Fhiladdphia aiu^ Coonorti* | 
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cut JoQRikB on that subject. The foU 
lowing is » cocrect stateinent of the 
whole busiu^as — So help rae God ! 

The Commander in Chief, after having 
given orders to General Prescot to eva- 
euaite Rhode-Island, destroy the works, 
ttod repair with the troops to New York^ 
was ittdUced, a few days after he had sent 
Ihbse instructions, from certain events 
that took p]ace> to countermand these Of'^ 
dcrs, ai^d sent me to Rhode-Island for 
*tfaat pinrpose, giving me instructions to 
examine two particular works ; and, if I 
found them hot destroyed, or capable, by 
a few days' labour, of being put in their 
former state, General Prescot was by no 
.means to evacuate the island. I sailed i^ 
the Delaware frigate. Captain Mason j; 
and although it is not above an hundred 
and eighty miles from Sandy Hook, I was 
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seven days on myj^ssage^ ^^g fbrcel 
to work up close under Long-Island^ iti 
the very teeth of the wind, as it blew 
very fresh throughout the whole coursei 
of it. 



On the seventh day, in the evenings 
just at dusk, the frigate cast smebor about 
one mile and an half from the isl&nd, off 
the mouth of the harbour. On our ap- 
proach, there were two small armed 
sloops working out of the harbour ; . but, 
on seeing the frigate, they immediately 
put back. This gave us strong suspi*- 
cions that they were enemies, and that 
the island was evacuated ; but, as there 
were small rivers and creeks on the op- 
posite shore of Connecticut, it was pos- 
sible that they might come from thence, 
and not from Rhode Island. I consulted 
M ith my friend. Captain Mason, on the 






pc^casion^ who was clearly of opinioiii. 
that, from the length of our passage, we 

were arrived too late, for that the island 

. . ' 

was evacuated. I was of the same senti-* 
ment : yet, as there was a chance that it 
might not be so, a^, when frigates arrive^ 
they always send their boat in, and the 
General might not think it necessary to 
send a boat . off from shore till the next 
morning ; I su^ested to Captain Mason 
how very absurd I should appear were 
I to return to New York, and there find 
that the troops had not left the island at 
the time I had arrived ; stating to him, 
at the same time, the magnitude of the 
business on which I was employed, and 
that I should never dare to shew my face 
before Sir Henry Clinton, if I did not do . 
every thing that depended on myself: I 
was, therefore, anxious to risk any dan- 
ger in order to investigate thr objectf of 

VOL. II. B B 



my commiBsion. I accordinglj reqti^Bteii 
him to give me an armed boat^ being de* 
termined to land in the dark^ and galoi 
intelligence.. 

Captain Mason^ in compliance witii mf 
earnest solicitation, gave me hi& ten-oared: 
barge, two marines, a cockswain, and 
one of his lieutenants ; so that we con- 
sisted of fifteen persons. I timed it so af 
to enter the harbour just at the latter end. 
of the flood-tide, so that we might have 
the tide with us on returning. ' On my 
departure from the ship, he told the lieu- 
tenant strictly to obey my orders, and do 
every thing I commanded. At the same 
time, being sensible of the danger which. 
I encountered, he requested me to act 
with the utmost prudence and circum- 
specticHi, for that he would not, for tent 
thousand guineas, have that boat's crew^ 
3 



lost fer taketi prisonefs, as they had at*- 
tended oh his person, as barge- inen, dur- 
ing the^ whole war. The boat was well 
armed; every man had a musket and bay* 
"onetv with cutlass, pistols, &c. &c. and 
plenty of ammunition* With oars nwf^ 
Jled, I approached the harbour in silence^ 
keeping close under the shade thrown on 
the water by the high craggy rocks oii 
the right ; by which, and the darkness of 
the night, we Were so impervious to the 
view, that a sloop working out of the 
harbour, absolutely, when she tacked 
abouti was hot above one hundred and 
fifty yards from the boat, and could not 
perceive us. We lay on our oars till she 
had cbmpletely tacked and stood half 
way over to the other side, when we pro- 
ceeded^ and brought the boat to shore di- 
rectly under the High Bluff of Bririton'$ 
Point> and not far from the batter}?. X 
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boat might have passed us witlnn thirty 
yards^ and not have perceived us. I thea 
landed with the two marines only, who 
had sailors' bluejackets over their red ones 
fo conceal the red and white uniform, and' 
who were ordered to fellow me closely, to 
proceed when I proceeded, and to lie down 
flat on the ground when I fell down. We 
then crawled up the precipice, so as to bo 
able to look just above the summit, and 
remained some time in that position, to 
observe and determine how I was to pro- 
ceed. I heard the sentinels challenge 
every now and then, iand cry '' Jll h 
well ;" for they were quite on the alert, 
having observed a man-of-war anchor off 
the harbour, as I was afterwards inform- 
ed. At last a patrole from the nearest 
picket, which, from the fire, I judged 
was not above three hundred yards from 
she, passed ^me so near that I could dis« 
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I 

tincdy hear them speak ; and I heard two 
sentinels challenge the patrole, one on 
«y right, the othCT on my left. I knew, 
when the patrole was passed, that I had 
little to fear, and that I could easily, from 
the darkness of the night, pass between 
them. I accordingly ran across the road 
they went down, and, when over in the 
next field, which was very rough and bushy, 
I laid the marines down and sat up my- 
self, in order to set the poskion of our 
boat by the seven stars in *^he north, the 
pointers of which point to the north 
polar star, which is immoveable. Hiis 
every officer, especially of light troops, 
should be w^l acquainted with : if I had 
not known it, I might have been easily 
taken prisoisier in wandering along the 
cliff tn search of the boat on my return. 



I then looked about for *l\ouse from 
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nUch I might take some person i<k 
gain intelligence^ »nd fixed my eje 
on two^ about a mile distant^ as well as 
I could judge by the lights in themji 
and quite at a distance from any others. 
There were sereral nearer rae, but they 
vere too contiguous to the pickets and 
patroles along the shore, to suit my pur*^ 
pose, With great caution, and alwaya 
laying down when I heard any thing, I 
s^proached them ; they were about twa 
hundred 3rards' apart : in the one I saw 
two lights, in the other only one ; I, therc-i 
fore, made up to the latter, and laying the 
two marines down among the cabbages in 
the garden^ I stood about ten yards firom 
the door, at the garden gate> and halloed 
out— ^" Holla I house K* when an old wa» 
inan came to the door, and asked what I 
wanted, and who I was ? I replied^ 5' I am 
an officer €qs$^ from town; ajid am ord^ed 



r^ 



375 

over to Connectieut* by the General, oa 
businesa. I have lost my way in the 
4ark, and want to be put into the pathf 
to Brinton's Point : pray send some one 
to the end of the garden to put me into 
it" She replied, ^' One of our family is 
gone to town, and the other is gone to 
|;)ed; but if he is i|ot undressed, I will 
send him to shew you. '^ I had previously 
determined with my two faithful marines, 
if I could not entice any (Mie person out 
* of the house, to enter it * and take 5ome 
one away by force; but I dreaded the 
consequences, knowing that if resistance 
,was made, we should be obliged to shed 
blood in our crwn defence. My strata- 
gem succeeded completdy : out came a 

\ • 

' * The name of the opposite shore from Rhode- 

Island. 

t Ti^s is the cant term the New England peopid 
have for all roads : whether little cmt great, they call 

• • 

them all paths. 
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fine joimg fellow^ as straight and as tall 
as a poplar tree. The moment I saw him 
on the steps, I said, " Come along, my 
good man, just put me into the path to 
Brinton s Point, and I will give you a 
doUar/* 



I retired a few yards from the garden 
gate, which he passed; and when at a 
sufficient distance from the house, I took 
him fast by the coat, and, putting my 
pistol to his head, told him to look be- 
hind him at the two marines, who had 
their bayonets pointed within two feet of 
his body. I then chained him not to 
speak, pledged my honour to him that { 
would not hurt him ; but if he uttered a 
word, should he hear any soldiers p^- 
ing, he would be killed, and we must 

« 

* I 

endeavour through the darkn^s of the 
night to make our escape, I took hiiQ 
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into a rough place close by, and 'made 
him sit down by us; I then told hi to 
I was a British officer, not an American, 
and was landed from the frigate, that lay 
off the harbour, to gain intelligence. I 
now gave him a half Johannes, and re- 
peated my assurance that I would treat 
him well ; but that he must come along 
with me. His fears at length subsided, 
and he told me that the day before I Ar- 
rived the British had evacuated the island, 
and that an American force of three thdu^ 
sand men now occupied it. 

The marines judging with me that the 

tide of ebb had made, and that the moon 

ft 

would rise in about an hour, we pro-^ 
ceeded to the boat, walking alongside of 
this man, with my hand fast in his right 
hand jacket pocket : for I knew too well 
to trust to a New Englandman $ promises; 
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he got aytird 
aJanned the ^ 



When I had proceeded withiri about 
four hundred yards of the rock from 
whence I landed, I had the same road 
to cross again on which I had seen the 
patrole pass. As we laj down on one 
side of it, waiting for the passing, of a 
patrole, that I might hear where the sen'* 
tinels were, my guide endearoured to 
hetray me, telling me th6re waa no 
danger if I went up the path : I kAew 
better, and now no longer trusted him ; 
but f^t it out of his power to do any ttAs^ 
chief, by taking my pocket handkerchief 
and stuffing the greatest part of k into 
his mouth, that he ahouM not vociktsAe. 
At the same time I made one of the 
marines hold him list by the left teaad, 
whilst I held him as {a:&t hj the r^t 
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When the patrole had pstssed, we cfossed 
the path, and, on arriving at the brink 
of the precipice, I had, by keeping my 
eyes constantly on the north stars, set 
the boat with such precision that when 
I hollaed, ^* Mason, a^hoy /" I wa* an- 
swered directly beneath where I stood, 
^* Hanger f a^-hoy r which were the sig- 
nal wprds fixed on before ow departure* 
J got roy gentleman into the boat, and 
fowed oftt Qi the harbour j and the moon 
4id not rise before we were quite clear 
0f it* Every thing turned out well ; the 
tidte and rising of the moon was well 
timed, and with no inconsiderable degree 
of pleasure I arrived on board the Dela^, 
ware frigate, to the great joy of my 
friend. Captain Mason. Unfortunately it 
was not possible to land this man on the 
opposite shore, or to send him back to 
Bhode Island. Captain Mason therefoite 



proposed putting him the next day on 
ahore on Block Island^ a few. leagues 
from Rhode Island ; but this fog proved 
8o thick, that we could not make it 
with safety. We therefore stood out 
to sea, and I was compelled to take him 
with me to New York. On our arrival 
there, I provided him with quarters, 
drew provisions for him, and supplied 
him with necessaries, {t was intended 
that he should be sent by the first 
flag of truce to Rhode Island, or by the 
first boat to New London, or some, tpwn 
contiguous to his home in New England ; 
but he had not been six days in New 
Tork, wh^n he sickened of the small* 
pox, and died of that distempen 

The sudden disappearance of this man 
certainly wore an aspect of suspicion, 
which, gave room to many unpleasant 



conjectures. iTie fact, however, being 
l^nown^ that he bkd been taken away by 
£;>rce off the island, and his never appear* 
kig there again, was productive of many 
ipeports> ali infamously false, and detri* 
mental to my character. In various 
shapes and forms was this transaction re- 
kted, both in the Connecticut and Phila- 
delphia newspapers, whose principle was 
to render odious, in the eyes of the coun^ 
try, any officer who possessed the smallest 
degree of enterprize or resolution. It 
was stated first, that this man was mur- 
dered on the island ; and afterwards, that 
he was thrown overboard at sea. But, after 
some time, it being publicly known at 
New York that 1 had necessarily brought 
him there, and treated him with kindness, 
a more just account was published; but 
still it was added, that this man had been 
thrown into prison, where he died of the 
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JMl fever, t have pledged myself isoletttM-^ 
}y to the feet, and should not bare 
troubled the reader with the minute par- 
ticulars, was it not absolutely necessary 
to state them, to justify my character a^i 
a soldier and a gentleman* 

From my having been absent from 
New York so many days, indeed above 
double the time usually required to make 
that passage, (for the wind was foul near- 
ly the whole way back, as well as going 
there,) I was given over for lost. Some 
imagined that the frigate had sailed at 
night into the harbour and was takeny 
though such croakers little knew the 
abilities and judgment of Captain Mason; 
while others supposed that I had landed 

r • 

and was made prisoner. I arrived, how-* 
ever, to set aside all conjecture, just as 
Sir Henry Clinton was at dinner witii 
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iimiteen 67 £kittn officers at table> none dl' 
whom^ that I recollect, are livii^, except 
my old friend, Sir Thomas Wallace, who 
was one of the company, and is weU ac-^ 
^uainted with this circumstance^ 

After relating the whofe ai^r, at table^ 
to Sir Henry Clinton, and receiving his 
thanks in the kindest manner, I neVer 
shall forget, to the last day of my Kfe, a 
Tery singular remark of his> nearly in the 
following words : *' I commend your 
prowess much ; but at the i^ame time, I 
am sorry you risked so mndb:, as it wa* 
not in my wish you should venture so 
far : for, upon my word, my dear Hanger,. 
I believe if they had taken you on the 
isknd, they would have hanged yow 
dkectly.^ I relied, '^ My dear General,, 
that never entered into my head, it being; 
a thing totally impossible for the Ameri- 
eans to commit such aa outrage on an 
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ifficer sent by yon, in character of ail 
aid-de-camp» with orders to <mr comf 
manding officer at Rhode Island. I could 
be subjected to no other danger but of be^ 
ing imprisoned ; they could not sunely be 
guilty of such an act/* '^ You may/* re- 
plied the General, ^* think so. Hanger ; but 
I gire you my word I do not, for I know 
not what they would not do: and! am hap-* 
py to see you returned safe/* At this time 
my worthy and intimate friend. Major 
Andr^, aid-dc-camp to Sir Henry, was 
fitting at table ; the same who suffered 
gome time, afterwards, and of whom I 
jshall have cause to speak hereafter. 



Nothing of consequence, or of peculiar 
notoriety in the history of my life, took 
place, worthy to be related, until the 
great expedition sailed from New York 
for the reduction pf the Southern Pro-: 
vinces, except various military incidents- 
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&nd occurrences^ in which I acted an i^ 
jferior part, on the great theatre of the 
war, by no means intereMing to the 
reader, who long ago must have be^a 
teartily tired of every thing relative to 
that subjecti and it is very distant from 
my intention to trouble him with it. 
A repetition of the Trojan war, in my 
humble opinion, would be equally as 
amusing. 

Before I pass to the southward, and 
relate my adventures in Georgia, South 
^nd North CaroHna, I must mention a 
singular reverse of fortune which I now 
suffered. The Devil and Mammon had 
already coni^ired to ruin me, and had 
ransacked and plundered my property 
in roy absence, by compelling the sale 
of my esj^te at aiiction, ftpm ^^ 
fatality of my agent's death, ajt a tinjie 
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Mrhen lands were one-third less in va- 
lue than they were before the war or 
after. Fortune, that fickle goddess^ ndt 
satisfied with having already turned 
her wheel from me and my interests, 
again destined me to be the object of 
her caprice and neglect. I received & 
letter from my sister, Mrs. Vansittart, 
whose tender love and regard for me is 
deeply imprinted in my breast, inform- 
ing me that the Duchess of St. AIban*s 
(my godmother) was dead. She had 
made a will in my favour, that was wit- 
nessed by my mother, in which she made 
me heir to her whole property, to a veiy 
considerable amount. Within the Jast 
twelve months of her death, a Mr. Ro- 
berts came over from Ireland. She hafd 
never seen him before, or ever heard of 
him. He^ h6Wever> proved, to her Grace's 
satisfaction, that he was related to her ; so 
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that she reversed her intentions, made i, 
new Willi and left every thing to him. Her 
second will only bore date six months prior 
to her' death ; had she died seven months 
sooner, I should have inherited a consi- 
derable property, and a great additioxi 
after the Duke's death, who was then 
living. The Duehess of St. Albans 
was a Miss Roberts, a rich heiress t 
her parents and her near relations dying 
when she was very young, my father 
received her into his family, educated and 
protected her : out of his family she naap* 
ried the Duke of St. Albans ; she stood 
god-mother to me, and lived in the 
strictest intimacy and friendship with our 
family. It was but natural to believe 
that she would have left some part of her 
property to our family ; but thus she in 
gratitude repaid my father and mother 
for their tender Q^e and attention to her 
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fcr man J years, by leaving her wln^f 
property to a gentleman with whom she 
never had any acquaintance till about a 
year before her death. With what great 
expcetatito acnne people look forwsLrd 
to dead men^s and dead women s shoes: 
hmt those who de may go bare-foot- 
ed all their lives*. I nevo^ expected a 
guinea from her, therefore suffered no 
diaappointmeBft ; £&r my mother, afthoiagh 
she was one ef the witnesses to the 
Dttdiess's will, which was suide before 
I sailed for America, never, even in the 
most dijftant maimer, intimated it to m«. 
As I never had buoyed myself uf with any 
hopfls of adv^Mtage from her» I suffisrcd 
no mdrtificatkn. on th^ occasion, thou^ 
j coidd not bii^t rcjicct on the bitterness oi 
«y fortune, ti^t> within six tooatlis, my 
interest should have wffe^^ so matorial4y^ 
having b^n &c€d on by her Grace to br 



ssgi 

iser heir, and had never giren her cause 
to withdraw her former good opinion. 
But fate had decreed this, together wit& 
many other mortifications, miseries and 
distipesses, which I was destined to sufier* 
I>oomed as I was to a life - chequered 
^with misfortunes, by a Supreme Powct, 
that same Power gave to roe a vigorou$ 
, constitution^ and a bold and undaunted 
mind, to stem the curient of adversity, 
and bear up ag^st a sea of troubles* 

When the expedition from New York 
t^ook place for tbe. reduction of the South- 
«m Provinces, my worthy friend Sir Efea- 
ry Clinton fulfilled Ihe premise be bad 
ki^de me, of giving me a command : It 
consisted of the two hundred picked men 
from the Hessiaii army. Col. Emericks 
com^pany of ridemen commanded by Cap- 
t^ Abthomse^ and about sixty G«ermaii 

oca 
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' Jagers. uq their arrival at Savaiinah id 
.Georgia, some companies of Provincial 
light infantry were to he added to the 
above ipen ; and, at my own request, I 
was to join my corps to that of my most 
intimate, affectionate, and deceased friend 
Col. Ferguson, an officer whose distin* 
guished merit and gallantly is well known 
to the British army. The above- men» 
tioned men were put on board the ship 
Anne. In the violent gale of wind, whicii 

arose about five days after we quitted the 

« 

Jiarbour of New York, (Sandy-Hook,) 
this ship ran foul of another in the night; 
and carried away both her main , and 
mizen masts ; of course, haying but the 
foremast remaining, she 'was compelled 
to put before the wind, and make every 
,wind a fair onei She found herself un^ 
able to make either the Ame]:ican coadt> 
pr bear down upon the West Indies; 
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therefore, putting the troops and crew to 
a shorter allowance, bore away right be- 
fore the wind, it theii blowing hard at 
noxth'West, and the first port she made 
was St. Ives in Comwall, Th6 oldest 
navigator must acknowledge this as a 
most singular , event — ^a ship dismasted, 
bound for Georgia, and driven to Eng- 
land. 



The kindest inquiries after my health 
were made (as I have since been inform- 
ed) by some of those philanthropic gentle- 
men who had shared in plundering me of 
my estate, on their hearing that a corps 
of soldiers, commanded by Major Hanger, 
were arrived from America at St. Ives iii 
CornwalL However, the mutual happi- 
ness which both parties would have reci- 
procally enjoyed at meeting, was for that 
time prevented, by my having sailed ort 

c c 4 
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board the ship John, at the paiticuilaT 
request of my worthy friend Sir Henry 
CUnton, to see that proper attention was 
paid to three favourite horses ofbk during 
the Toyage, whidi were placed under my 
particular directions. Thus did I escape 
being driven to En^and, by which I 
riiould have been obliged to have taken 
a passage once more over that small her* 
ring-pool to America to join the army» 
beside the good fortune, perhaps, of 
idling in with some one of those 
tender-hearted gentlemen who wer& 
so kindly interested in my health, 
and experiencing from them the plea« 
sure of a funilia]: tap on the sbouU 
der. 1 



Hiis was a fortunate event for the sol*- 
diers in the ship Anne, Who escaped^ by 
singular erent^ the miseries of iil 



tiealtli, to which all those are doomed 
who are fated to serve iii ttiose intensely 
hot and sickly climates, whose baneful 
influence is known only to those who 
hare experienced it. To me it was a 
misfortune, as it deprived me, for some 
length of time, of the command of a 
covpi of light troops, so desirable an ob- 
ject to all officers. 

My worthy friend Sir Henry Clinton, 
iintil ah opportunity presented itself of 
employing me nitore actively, honoured 
Hie, during the siege of Charlestown, by 
continuing nie in his family as one of his 
aides-de-camps. Before I quit New York 
altogether, I must relate a circumstance 
that had nearly co^ me my life. The 
Cortimander in Chief Imd fallen down to 
Sandy Bbok, preparatory to his sailing 
with the army, and had desired me to re- 
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main mNewTork till the nfext day, tobring 
some papers of consequence to him from 
his secretary, vj^hich were not then finish- 
ed ; and, having received them', I thought 
of the best means pf proceeding to the 
Hook myself. The transports had aU 
dropped down for Some days; dxA I 
could not, even in all the river, find a 
sloop or schooner for . my purpose i I, 
therefore, pressed a strong row-boat, 
with two men, fron) the Flymarket- 
stairs, and proceeded on my way to 
the Hook. The frost had set in in- 
tensely severe for two or three daysjt 
^o that vast sheets of ice floated up 
' and down the channel with the tide. 
Before I had got half-way to Staten-. 
Island, the eddy-tide, from round the 
back point of it, drove several large 
sheets of ice into the channel, in which 
my boat got completely entangled ; aad 
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W€ could. find no way out, the ice ap^* , 
preaching nearer to us every moment.. 
At this instant, Mr. Hamilton, a gen- 
tleman in the quarter-master and trans- 
port sel^ice, w:a§ fortunately going down 
from the dock-yatd, in a very- strong- 
large sloop. Mr. Hamilton, seeing a 
boat in distress, surrounded by the ice, 
and endeavouring to find \ker way out, 
knowing the danger we were exposed 
to, very humanely, bore down upon us, 
breaking, by, the force of hid vessel^ 
thi:ough the flakes of ice. I was on a 
very intimate footing with Mr, Hamil- 
ton, but knew not who my deliverer was 
until I came within fifty or sixty yards of 
him. He was astonished how I could 
have been so iiiiprudent as to attempt 
passing down the river amongst the ice 
in a row-boat. I told him I had been 
warned of the danger> and knew it at njy 
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departure, but I could get no sloop of 
schooner ; and, as the papers were ofton^ 
sequence to the Commander in Chief, it 
was necessary he should have them, as 
the fleet was to sail that night ; beisides; 
I thought, as the tide of ebb ran very 
strong down to the Hook, I should not 
meet any ice in my way sufficient to 
Mock me up, as it would go the same 
way with me, and therefore would hot 
greatly endanger roe. Indeed I nieve# 
dreamed of the shoals 4f ioe that are 
hurried round the point of Staten^Island, 
by the eddy-tide meeting the other bodje;^ 
of ke going down to the island with thi 
ebb-tide, which completely hemmed me 
in between them. 



Myself and one of the watea-mfen had 
not stepped on board the sloOp aboye two 
m three minutes, when, as the othet 
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waterman aad my servant w^e handii^ a 
favourite spaniel and my portmaiiteau out 
of the boat, a sheet of ice stove her nearly 
in two. My servant jumped on board ; 
but the waternun slipped down, and 
would have been crushed between the 
vessel and the ice, if we had not thrown 

4* 

a rope to his assistance,^ and hauled him 
up. Thus I providentially escaped from 
a most miserable death, as I was above 
three mile& from any shore,, and must evi- 
dently have foreseen my death approach^ 
ing, without any chance whatever of 
escaping. I arrived, however, safe at 
the Hook, delivered the papers to the 

Commander in Chiefs and> sailed at day* 

-I _  
break the next morning. This happened! 

QXk Christmas-'Cve. 



« ' 



Had thiat expedition bpen delayed forty- 
eight lu>^rs longer^ tlaie whole fleet of 
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transports would have been frozen fast m 
the river, as the frost that wmter was 
more intense than the oldest American 
had e\'er known. Incredible as it may 
appear, it is an absolute fact, that iti 
a few days it froze so intensely, that a 
regiment of cavalry, cannon, and wag- 
gons, passed from Long-Island to Stateir- 

 • 

Island on the ice, over a channel so dee{> 
as to admit the laigest ships in the Bri- 
tish navy to sail up to New York. 



I) 



The rendezvous of our fleet was at Sa- 
vannah in Georgia, where I arrived after 
a tedious passage, owing to contrary 
winds and the most violent storms, 
which dispersed a great part of the fleet : 
there we were obliged to remain until 
several ships, which 'had been obliged to 
put into the Bahama,-Islands, joined us* 
The army then proceeded to besiegi^ 



Charlestown in South Carolina. The 
greatest part, under the Commander in 
Chief> proceeded by sea ; the other, un- 
der the command of General Patterson, 
by land ; and both joined their forces be- 
fore that town. During the time I re- 
mained at Savannah, I had an opportu- 
nity of seeing about six hundred Indians^^ 
of the Cherokee and Creek nations, pre- 
paring and training themselves for war. 
'This sight was very pleasing to me, hav- 
ing never seen any large body of Indians 
together before. 



The Indians abstain from women, take 
physic, and prepare their bodies for war, 
by frequently running, and using other 
manly exercises. In one, not unUke 
the game we call go/f^ they shew great 
skill and activity. They were a very fine 
race of men. One of their Chiefs came 
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to pay bis respect to the Commanding ' 
Officer at Savannah. Reader^ I think his 
triumphant entry and dress will at least 
make jou smile. He was mounted on a 
small, mean Chickesaw horse^ about 
twelve hands and an half high : bis dress 
cimsisted of a linen shirt, a pair of blue 
cloth trowsers, with yellow and scarlet 
flaps sewed down the outward seams; 
over this he had on an old full-dress uni- 
form of the English foot-guards, the lace 
very much tarnished; a very large tye- 
wig on his head ; an old gold-laced uni- 
form hat, Cumberland-cocked; a large 
gorget round his neck ; a sword, in a belt, 
hung over his shoulder ; a tomohawk 
and scalping-knife in his girdle; rings 
in his nose and ears ; his face, and 4 
breast, which was quite open, painted 
various colours ; and a musket on his 
shoulder. He was one of the most dis- 
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tinguished Chiefs amongst the whole In- 
dian nations^ and was called the mad 
dog. I took him for a madman ; and 
never laughed more heartily in my life 
than when I first saw liim^ 



The beautiful red birds of that country, 
which are known in England by the name 
of Virginia nightingales, are as plentiful 
in Georgia as sparrows in this country. 
A negro man had caught a dozen of 

, them in a trap, and offered to sell them 
to me for a York shilling. I might have 
had them, I dare ssay, for sixpence -^ -and 
the cock-birds are sold in London by the 

. bird-fanciers for three guineas a-piece. 

When the mg^ of . Charlestown was 
' iiaished, and the town taken. Sir Henry 
\'Cliiiton gaye mea warrant in conjunction 
, i^ith my old friend Colonel Fergusoa, 
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fekTiier jointly or fefepttfattely, throt^mt 
the pirmntcfes of Scnith and Ncrrtfe Garoi- 
Kna, to regulate, inspect, nuister, &c. 
a!fl Volunteer corps, loyal militia,^ an4 
others ; and to inspect the qwaatity ctf 
corn, cattle, &c. belonging to the in- 
^habitants; and to F^>ort *beteon to 
!Ldrd <Jomwallis, who 'cotmxsanded in 
the Southern OProvinces. Lord Coi^nwsl- 
lis moJ3t Mndfy 'told ^m^, that, although 
I was ^epar^ted from uiy old frieiki 
and prdtector ^ir <EIenty <5Iiriton, if it 
tvtts in hh power to ^tntfl^ ray sittlKtioii 
pleasant, I had but "to -coaino»»d bim. 
^ To t«r¥fe undfcr the commd»d iofiso ^octd- 1 
tenipeied: and ^ht^rt & S^ltiist cottld :&s>t 
but be pleasing to me, and to every 
other dffieer'Wlio« aisquaaited- mik his 
.goodness df'beatt. ^I- should tbe '^mm^ag; 
hi cdmmdn jii^ice, if -I ^^d ^^ot ^testify 

I 

^ ' bis 'kiadndls avid pt&ljifAiciti^oyim^ mc. 
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whicbr, from that day to this- moment j )9 
iias iiever with-hejd frojn me* ^ 



The power and command invested 'm 
me by this warrant was very exteneivf : 
it extended even so far as to empower naf 
to JQin the race of Carolinians together 
in holy matrimony. This^ however, tq^ 
quires ^explanation— By the laws and cus«- 
toms of Carolina, all justices of the peace, 
.fidd officers, and colonels of the militia^ 
had a power to marry, and did marry, 
the inhabitants who lived at a remote dis- 
tance from a great town. In the back 
parts of Carolina you may search after an 
angel with as much chance of finding one 
^.^s a parson : there is no such thing— I 
• mean, when I was there. What they 
r/ww srre, I know not : it is not impossible 
but they may have become more religious, 
moral, and virtuous, since the great af- 
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fection they hare imbibed for the French. 
In my time, you might travel sixty or 
seventy miles and not see a church, or 
even a schism-shop *. I have often call- 
ed at a dog-house in the woods, inhabited 
byeight or ten persons, merely froni curio- 
sity. I have asked the master of the 
bouse, " Pray, my friend, of what reli- 
gion are you?" — " Of what religion. 
Sir ?" — *' Yes, my friend, of what reli- 
gion are jou, or to what sect do you be- 
long ?" — " Oh ! now I understand you ; 
why, for the matter of that, religion does 
not trouble us much in these parts *^ 

This* distinguished race of men are 
more savage thdn the Indians, and pos- 
sess every one of their vices, but not 
one of their virtues. I have known 



' * A nuecting-hou^cf. 
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One of these fellows travel two hundred 
miles through the woods, never keeping 
any road or path, guided by the sun by 
day, and the stars by night, to kill a parti- 
cular person belonging to the opposite par- 
ty : he would shoot him before his owit 
door, and ride away to boast of what he had 
done on his return, I speak only of the 
back- woodsmen, not of the inhabitants in 
general, of South Carolina; for, in all Ame- 
rica, there are not better educated or bet- 
ter bred men than the planters. Indeed, 
pharlestown is celebrated for the splen- 
dour^ luxury, and education of its inha- 
bitants: I speak only of that heathen 
race known by the name of Crackers. 



Had I continued to remain in this ca- 
pacity with my friend Col. Ferguson, I 
might have suffered the ^ame fate aa. he 



^id at Xi0g*8 Mountain, where he wa^ 
killedt aad 1^ corps defeated. The 
Americans had such an inveteracy ag^nst 
Ferguson^ that they buried all the other 
bodies, but stripped Ferguson's of its 
c]totbes» and left it naked on the Geld oi 
battle, to be devoured by the turk^^y-* 
buzards, a species of vulture jn thai 
country. I state this merely to shev^] th^ 
ifiveteracy of the enemy ; for it is' of littlfi 
cooBequence, in my opinion, whether q 
jnan's body be devoured by vultures, • or 
embalmed as the Egyptian mummieis arei 
or buried in Westminster Abbey. . I^ in^ 
fleed, a^ Mahomet is ^i4 to haj^e done, I 
cojild take my flight to Paradise on a jsickr 
ass, that would be a pleasant ride. But 
Fate destined me fcr othpr thiiigs ; iny 
friend Col. TarlotOn sipplied for me to bf 
appointed major io thei British Legionj 



»(i4 the CoasiiMii^ef m ChwC Sii? B,: 

ClHit<n)^» *pj»Qiat«d ^fKi^ befell be ^i^^ 



* T^e reader i^iii girjs me ere^i^ I tniist, 
^ hftYipg pasaed Hiii?ojugh my mmp^iigti) 
^ tlt€ iiQrth 30 peacegibly a$ I hate 4sm^ii 
hs^ng nrit dfealt ia the iexiiciits ^ wm 
f Urtter 'A«i wa« ateoteteij we^saary ter 

tnwA ^io :he; will ap^piaiid my hunmtuty; hi 
tiot shQcfciDg hk feeling : for> at yet^ I 
hiive noli drawa one drop «f blood of 
th^ enemy ; nor is it my inteat. 1 hai/^ 
abo j^udiQi^ly avoided r^titig 4II titaflf 

calamities and horrors that in war 1^^ 
impossible to be prevented in the best- 
tjiflciplioed 'armaeB^ iiomedf wbicbi wj^ I 
to relate them^ J assure the xmd&, iv^i^i 
jAiJwld^ wig stand on m4: oa bis b^4< 
hnt a tmde to mujrderj ^luo4er, flin44#B9f 
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latlon. Let the reader be assured, if hi^ 
wig is not incommoded hy other circum-' 
stances^ my writings shall never disturb it*. 

. In the progress the army under Lord 
Comwallis made to the up^r parts of 
North Carolina, I caught the ydlow 
fever at Charlottebourg. Tarletoa was 
just recovering from it as I sickened* 
When the army inarched from that to^vn, 
myself and five officer^> who had the same 
disorder, were put into wagons and car^ 
ried with the army. They all died in 
the first week of our march, and were 
buried in the woods as th^ army moved 
on> 



My sickness happened in the autumn, 
^t which time the rainy reason sets in, 
when small rivulets, which, generally, the 
6oldier may walk through and not vret 
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Um abore the ancles, sweD, ia a few 
kours, to isuch an height as to take a raaa. 
np to the neek, and oftentimea for some 
hours impede the march of an army* la 
passing several of these small brooks, the 
straw on which I lay in the waggon was 
often wetted. Kind Nature had endowed 
ihe witha constitution much stronger than 
the generality of mankind, or the damps 
I encountered must have killed me- 
The fatigue of travelling alone brought 
the other five officers, in a very short time, 
to their graves. I took |:he advantage of 
the escort of a regiment, which was 
<?rjdered to lieavq the army apd march 
down out of North Carolina to Camden 
in South Carolina, where I arrived safe, 
and all but dead* There Lord Rawdon 
(now Earl Moira) commanded. I l^ad 
travelled over a great extent of country, 
in ^ waggon ; 50 tbftt froip the rpughne§s 



df the TCSids^ and the generid iekSity ei 
my whole frame, I was reduced to $orae^ 
ihyag rtry like a skeleton. I was, indtod/ 
to weak tint locnild not turn mjself, but 
was finroed to be moTed bj my attmd^ 
ants when I wanted for ease to change 
my posture. In this miserable situation 
i lay so long, first OB one side> then on the 
other, and then on my back, that the bones^ 
of ^my back and eadh hq) came fairly^ or 
rather freely, through the skin. I then 
had no other posture to lay in but on my 
^omach, with pilloA^s to. support na^. 

The reafder miay think that I exagge* 
tate the miseries I ilu^fered, for stn-ely no 
mail ever endured mors ; biit,. I pledge my 
honour> that all I relate is strictly. true c 
but I will give additional testimony 
to my own ; for, having the honom* tb 
dine »t Lord MoiraV house in St. James'iS 



411- 

Pldc€> about / two . years after my arrival 
in England vlKW.hitf Ro3^AlIIighn€S8 thet 
Frinte of Wa|ci, Sir Hemy CUiiton, Ge- 
neral Vaughan, General . Crc^&feie, an<l 
many other officers wh0 had served ,irt 
America^ were pteseftt, feis Lerdsliip 
coiild not tefrain ftoiii observiHg how 
surpjisir^ it was that a lAan should h% 
sitting in that company, whose Jbones he 
had absolutely seen at Camdaii comi5 
through his skin. — ^The disorder at last 
fell down into my legi, which, I Am of 
opinion, saved my life ; as that moment I 
feegan to recover. Till that circumstance 
I had taken nothing to support mt but 
cipi^iAi and port-wine for three weeks^ ba 
Bothitag eke would gfay on my etamachi 
I now began to havfe an appetite, and by 
4i5grees I recovered ; ^but for a long time 
could not w^aik without the assistances of 
mat crutch. If I do not actusUly. owe my 
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life to Earl Moira, I certainly am indebt'« 
ed to him for the more speedy recovery 
of my health, from the many comfortable 
and nourishing things he sent me every 
^ay.from his own table, which my ser-» 
vants could not make, and were not to 
be purchased; and the butchers meat 
killed at that time of the year, is 
absolutely little better than carrion at 
Camden. 



I was witness to the arduous task to 
which this nobleman, young in years, bu^ 
a veteran in abilities and military science, 
was appointed^ and from which he extri^^ 
cated himself with so much honour to his 
talents and advantage to his country* — 
Jjord Cornwallis s ai*my was marched 
into Virginia, and Lord Rawdon left to 
protect South Carolina, with a feeble 
force, against the whole, power which 
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General Green could assemble itt both 
the provinces; and he unquestionably 
(without any disparagement to the milt^ 
tary character of General Washington) 
was the best and most active officer iii 
the whole American army. From Cam- 
den I went down to Charlestown, where 
I found my old friend Doctor Hayes, 
(now Sir John Macnamara Hayes,) phy- 
sician-general to our army, who assured 
me, that, notwithstanding the great de- 
bility I laboured under, my stamina was 
sound and unimpaired; and that if I 
would either go to sea for two or three 
months, and take my passage to the 
northward, so as to quit, for a short 
time, that baneful climate, I should be 
as good a man as I ever was, in respec* 
to health. Captain George Montague, 
an intimate friend of mine, who com- 
manded the Pearl frigate, waS ordered 
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hy the' AAmiral, with the Iris frigati?, 
Oiptain D^wspn, to cruize off the Ber* 
xntida Lslaads ; aa4 be kirklly took me €H) 
board. I xieinakied at sea above tl^ee 
months ; a^ so benefido^ was tbe sea* 
voyager ^nd bathing every mormng ih 
4alt water, tbat, before tbree weelts wcri^ 

passed, { bad laid aside iny cfu|:cb. 

«... » . . , 

During our voys^e, I bad tbe pleasure 
joi lan^ng at Bermudas, a beauti&d spot^ 
and the most healthy climate on the 
face of the whole earth; Sict persons 
from the West ladies and the Carolixias 
resort to this island for the recoyery of 
their health. Beiog situated a great dis- 
tance from any land, it feels* not the heat 
of summer, from the perpetual refreshing 
breezes of t h^ ocean . There are here two 
.species of fi^/ uncommonly fisc, and of^i 
very luscio,us quality, called jGwoper and 
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Porge}% the one eqaal to a jotm-^orki 

the cdilier superior. m Savour to a <:arp% 

TJak islamd swarms with f)oultry, an4 

:^iekd$ the £nei^ omons, bdth isvlxidh ajBt 

sent to the West Indies. Cedar w^od 4s 

in great plenty on this island ; - so much 

"SO, . that all the sthot^ners afid sloops are 

huik with, it : they are Tery li^bt anfl 

buoj^nt, and sail faster than any vess^^ls. 

The titne for our cruise being ^xgpiped, 

'Captain George Montague bore a way for 

cjtlie Chesapeak-bay, We made the Capes 

.about two o'clock 3P. M. and w^ere standi 

ingin to thebay^ Itwik^ my inftetft tplandaft 

tiiefiMt feiti^ Portland proceed to joiamy 

:5»giment, ^he British i^ion, command- 

'«d 4>y Col. Tarletwi. A priviateer, how- 

4it^wer, foftujiflttely hme down to us, and in- 

• ibrnoedus th^ the Couitt Be Gra6se> witt 

:ia^i?»ench fleet, lay at anchor up the bay. 



41& 

t( it had not been for this intelligence^ Vfi 
shouldhave anchored at night, in the 
fniddle of the French fleet, as we ima- 
ged we should find the British fleet 
there. 



ThuSj by mj being at sea for four 
months, did I escape being captured with 
Lord Comwallis's armj^ as well as the 
being made prisoner at sea by Count 
De Grasses We stood out a great 
distance to sea that night, in order to 
avoid the track of another French fleet 
coming from Rhode-Island to join Count 
De Grasse> and then made the best of 
our way to New York^ where we heard 
all the particulars relative to the situa- 
tion of Lord CorriwaUis's army, v^'^hich, in 
about six or seven weeks afterwards, sur- 
rendered to the joint forces of the French 
and Americans. 



It is necessary «for rae; :to t^bBerye; th^ 
I sailed from New York with thitt fleet 
of men of war (in my friend Mwtag^«*s 
fijgate}; whicli tpok-on bpatd tm thoxir 
sand chosen :troops, tl^e p^lme of tbe 
Britis]^ andj Hessiap forces^ under the 
coqamiand of Sir Henyy Qlirrtpn; withctbe 
intent to relieve LQrd Cprnw?lli§*s arjny; 
This force, u^forttinately, arrived :th'C<^e.^r 
four daryg after Lprd ,Cprn\}falli?'s atrtfy 
.had cftBitulat<5d. ., •;:.;.:• i..' , 
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The fleet, wj^th the troa^^^ qw board 
from New York, finding .thisjIfliisfortuELe 
had befallen the army in Virginia prior to 
their arrival, :fetu?fftd to New YOTk. — 
Ttiia misfortunq drevy the wai:. to>^ coiir 

i 

• elusion* ; ■» %., * • • ^- '; ' ' ' * • *** i''^-^.'; . 
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The n?#. y^^ Sk Henry Clinton- wei^ 
Ijome. ,;; I. lo;3t my . kiod  pitof eotor and 
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friend, and the army die best of men and 
a most gallant soldier. — Sir Guy Carle- 
ton, now Lord Dorchester, assumed ih6 
oommand of the army in America. The 
manner in which this gallant and distin-^ 
gmshed veteran received me, after all 
tho^ officers, imder whose auspices I 
had served the whole war, were departed 
tbf £ngland, was highly gratifying to my 
teeUngs ; and the assurances he made me, 
on his arrival at New York, of employ- 
ing me in a very active line, (provided 
the war had cohtinued,) deserves ip y 
wannest thanks. 



I caiinot refrain frbni relating a ludi- ' 
<nmis coiivi»*9ation whifeh took place be- 
tween Sir Guy Carleton and myself, one 
day when J had the honour of dining at 
iboad-quarters, immedidt'ety\after his ar- 
irival,: which .strongly *vltt€ed his gobd 
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-wiiichy f rom years of practitj^ (ereo from 
^dqd ivirhcnieducatedin Germany,) I had 
eucifaitdL in the knowledge of a riflje-gun, 
^and^e precision and perfection to which 
I had brought the ^rt of shooting with a 
xifltt;, w^fl^ well knbwn fco the army, and Sir 
<juy Carleton. had beeninf ormed of it. At 
dinner^ he »iid to me^i aifttibg opposite to 
iijifa, 'VHajoie Haog«k Iljave been told 
thaS: ypu ^. at majBt, 'skilful marksman 
witk «:riti^giw. I have h^ard of asto- 
iitdbingiioiis that y<ru. have p^formed in 

.^hooting J'V-rTiiwdang i^^ com- 

^jyh^tejti I jtoW his E^cdiency, that I was 
uate t{n9^^ to ^ly/with tr^th^ that many 
^mm in; tbo ^my h9^ witnessed my 
-adivoitatMi Iill*i)fegaoi)o iaform Sir Guy 
hiQW rity (did deoeb^ed ifri|5nd> CoL Fergu- 
sem^.jjun^ )«nyB«tf> oiwl .pr^cti^d together, 
wh0,:^foi:y;i5kitf 9»^:Jkn0wle(^ (rf t]^t 

% 
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Meapbn/^d bienspceHebrsixd, and that 
Ferguson had ever acknowledged tlie i$u- 
periojrity of my skill to his^' aftser oae pir- 
ticular day's pr^tice; . i*heti I had ^shsA 
three balls runnifig into one hole-^-^Sir 
Guy replied to this, f I know, you are 
very expert in this art-i"— *l!low, .hjwi.I 
been quict and saittsfied* with the: cdmpli'- 
ment the Cdmtoander irt Chiefr paid me, 
and not pushed this s0SLt farther, it had 
been well for me ; but I replied^ ^' Yes, 
Sir Guy, 1 really have red^eed the art of 
shooting with a rif^] to fenct a: aioety, 
that, at a moderate distonoerlb^nJ^Z' A 
Jiea with a single bafl.?':- At thislSiriGuy 
began to stare not a htj^, and seemed tD 
indicate, from the s^ik oii Ms tottnte- 
liance^ that bethought I:>&ii raxlier out- 
stepped my ufsual outdoin^s^bi Jthe' att. 
Observing this, Trtj^ctftilly ireplicd^ 1 1*^ I 
see, by your Excdfm^y% contiiemnce, 
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that* you seem' daiibtfiil of ihe singularit j 
and perfection of. my aft ; bijit, if I may 
pi-eisiime sd much as to dare offer a \Vager 
to my Commander 'm Chief, I will bet 
your Exfcellency five giaineas that I kill 
a fli3a with a single ball once in eight shots, 
at eight yards ;" — (and,, reader, I will bet 
you fifty guineas I do ; and, what is more, 
the person who wagers with me shall de- 
cide the bdt, to shew that there is no 
bubble in it.) Sir Guy replied, "My. 
dear Major, I am not given to lay 
wagers ; but for once I will bet you five^ 
guineas, provided you will let the Jlea 
hop'' — ^A loud laugh ensued at the table; 
and, after laughing heartily myself, I 
placed my knuckle imder the - table, and 
striking the table, said, " Sir . Guy,. I 
knock under, and will never ^p^akiof my 
skill in shooting witha^riflergnri agftia( 
before you.'* .^ ' :\\:-^iV- i/o  i;:-?!.; 
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Peace took place shortly after, when I ob- 
tained a passport, both from the Confess 
and the French Ambassador at Philadel- 
phia> to. repair to that city to visit my old 
acquaintance the Duke de Lauzun, after- 
wards Duke de Biron, and afterwards 
guillotined. I must confess, although I 
bad a passport from the French minister 
and from the Congress, I was rather 
doubtful and diffident how I should jour- 
ney across the Ferries to Philadelphia in 
the character of Major to the British 
Legion ; a corps not much esteemed 
by the American?, Biijt my friend, Mr. 
Church, who resided many years, after 
the war, in England, together with CoL 
Wadsworth^ who had acted with him as 
Joint-Cemmiss^iea to the French army, 
kindly^topk me under their protection to 
Philadelphia. Theae two gentlemen, in 
great good humour, but not without some 
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degree of fear and displ^suf c on my part, 
when they arrived at Princetown, invited 
the celebrated, pious, and weU-known 
character. Doctor WItherspoon. To this' 
pious man they exhibited me in such pha- 
racters, that, although the Peace was con- 
eluded, I truly bejieve the Doctor thought 
' his head in danger that night ; and certain 
I am, if he had heard that I had be^ 
vsrithin ten miles of his pious and sapcti^- 
fied domain, he would have buried the 
last silver tea-spoon he was possessed of 
ten feet under ground. Thus did jjiy 
friend Church and WadsvrcM-th amuse 
themselves at my expejice : and, what is 
piore, all they told the Doctor in g99d 
humour and in fun, playing me off be- 
fore him^ the piouis Divine took for go- 
spel. ^ 



I was treated with the greatest civility, 

E E 4 
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Bot only by the French ambassador and* 
officers, but also with the most perfect 
respect, attention, and politeness by the 
leading families in Philadelphia, particu- 
larly by Mr. Morris the financier; also 
by Governor Morris, a gentleman who, I 
think, at that time filled the; office of Se- 
cretary of State for the war department;. 
and though he had by some misfortune- 
lost one leg, that accident had not in the 
least impaired his understanding ; for he 
was one of the most sensible, the best- 
informed, and most agreeable of men I-ever 
knew : But, above all others, I here with 
pleasure pay that tribute of gratitude to 
General Dickenson*, a distinguished of- 

* He was brother to the famous Dickenson, who 
was called the Pennsylvania farmer^ from havm^ 
[ written Letters under that name at the beginning Oti 

\ the unhappy differences between Great Britain and 

^ her Colonies, which instigated the people to take up 

\ irms. 
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ficer in tlie Ambrican service, for the iin* 
common civility and attention he shewed 
to irie: his house, replete with the tru- 
est: hospi^talitj, was open to me by night- 
and by day : his mind- w^as too noble, too 
enlightened, too expanded, to think ill of, 
or harbour; any rancour against nie or 
any othefc officer, who, by any active ser- 
vices, might have made themselves ob- 
noxious to the generality of Americans* 
I am convinced, from my heart, that, had- 
I been of ten times more detriment to 
the Americans, his respect would in pro- 
portion have increased ; for he had, from 
an early period of the war, served his 
country with distinction and alacrity, and 
honoured those British officers who had 
endeavoured, to the utmost of their abi- 
lities, tO' serve their king ajid country. 

I 3]iall liere relate a conversation that 



took place one day at his table, before a 
laige company ; and an' opinion which I 
gave relative to the future destiny of the 
government of that country ; and I anj 

 

of opinion^ that the state of fiffsdrs there 
is rapidly hastening a^ dissolution of 
the United States, At that time, when 
peace had been concluded but a few 
weeks, I was of that opinion ; and re- 
member well, when General Dickensoit 
asked me my opinion of the govcnmient 
and of its istabiUty; I communicated my 
thoughts nearly in the following words ; 
** Sir, as long as General Washington^ 
and the other principal military charac-^ 
ters and leading men in Congress, who 
have brought about this revolution, are 
ajive; the government will remain as it 
is, united ; |;)Ut, when all of you are in your 
graves, there will be wars and rumours 

ft 

of wars in this country: there are tpo 
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pfhSiuy difiepent interests in it for thea^ tq 
be united under one government. Ju&% 
us this war comii|en<jed| you were going 
to fight amongst yoijrselvies, 4nd TyQul4 
liave fought} bad the British not inter-r 
fered: you theuj, qn^ and ^1, united^ 
against us as your common enemy ; but, 
one of these d^ys, the Northern an4 
South»n powers will fight as vigorously 

r 

against each other^, as they both have 
united tp ^o against the British, This 
country, when its population shall be 
completed, is large enough for three 
gfeat empires. Loqk, gentlemen, at the 
map of it: view hpw irregular* the 
provinces are laid (>ut, running into each 
other : look particularly at the State of 
New York j it extf?nds pne hundred and 
^fty piiles in length, due north j and 
in no place, in. breadth, above fifteen 
or twenty naileg,^ ^J^a country can, be said 



cans> Sir> sat gmtefuU and ought to hi 
grateful, to tke ^Knch nation, fQfh^;ymg 
assisted them to gain their indep^idetfce^ 
but I think a day will come wheii the 
AiiMiitiiank will hare nason td curse tthd 
li«iir'thait thejr ever adtmtted a FfttKrb^ 
man into their county/ Look, Bki^ to 
Europe t throughout all that greatt conti- 
nent you will^find; ibat wb^erer Finnce 
has gained a footing, she ha&«ve^> by tiie 
inJ^igues of htr «»cn6sariesy emlHtdHed 
Htbse ^Eurdpe^ pbweM in disfpiites mid 
^Ats, and isssed them to :hw interest ^ ^e 
wiB emdeavotir to aet the mxiiibyyiault 
9Ation, and'^miake'yoft subservient ti^hi^ 
mttttgt€, as inh^ has 4ont^ by ^thet^im^ 



tiottk'-^ ; > i . i :.■■•': -^' -- 
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I am bound in justice and truth to add 
the opinion of the company; and the 
whole of them seenqted jnuch to ^aderva* 
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:aftd po\*^rful* : th<e S^ofthernand South- 
ern powers will fir^tditid«^:^aiid contend 

'» - f • • T - r »• » . > • 5 ' • /• •  » - .' 

* J 1 Ji i * f t*!.-* ' t A. , / .«>. ... >. 

I >remerob*r perfectly . well Qen«r4 

« 

JH^Jccfison'a reply, to fpy. opinion : ^* G#d 
f0r^ t^iat I. shQijWr.eyer liye . to^ see tbftt 
4ftyv ?or_th^t such a^dije calamity shpuld 
€Vf3f: befiili my. coMtry after my., deftth | 
Yet li ^m aftaid tMgt tfeer^) may be some 
|ufit grpundf.pf s^^^cioji fot the fouftdftr 
lion .:Qf: yoUr Qpinisns/^ I could not r^ 
fj*ainj6rasi'maki4g>»omefurthei; obserg^ 
Ktions /rfelfttiYe to i the; future situation p( 
Atoerica ; for thi^i libetal-niiijded i&m 

• « 

iojiisted. on ihy giVii^ my qpinipns withr 
out the least restraint; and I coiitioued 

my discourse as follows v — *^ The Ameri- 

'1  • . ' • ' 

.* 'Xhe new country of Kentucky at that time was 
but in its infancy, atid this day there are above eighty 

r . 

tliciirsaridyien able "/o bear ariit's.'-' * ^ 
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States of America, are not thirty years old* 
infants, theymay.be called, as a power, 

4 

yet veterans are they in .corruption. and 

state-intrigue. I claim no greater merit 

« 

for my opinions,^ relative -to, Aqiericst^ 
than is dup to Mother Shipton, who pro- 
phesied that London, would go to H^mp- 
stead ; and we ^11 know- that it is already 

arrived within a few hujijdre^i yards of 

'''•'[ • • . . . ' 

it. , - ":^ 

I will risk a farther opinion rela^tlyp to 
Aiperica: should 1 live to a good oW 
age,, I am confident tb^t I shall, hi^ 
of -the Northeirn and . Southern pqwei? 
in America waging war with each, other; 
when one party will soliqit assistai^e 
from France; the othey, from Gi:ea;t 
Britain* It will thw, depqpd on the 
judgment of those men who, at that pc- 

/ 

riqd, may -be at the head of the French 
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iatod British C<mndis> whether or not th^y 

l^vill interfere ixi American disputes, lA 

my humble opinion, it would be better 

ftor both countries to let them settle thfe 

tnatter amongst themaelyes. — I will be so 

bold as to Oder another opinion. W« 

should give up Canada and Nora SciMia 

to' the Americans^ provided we couM 

make this sacrifice the foundation of an 

alliance offensive and defensive with the 

United States : then we never dbould bfc 

oUi^ed to send the prime of the Britii^ 

army to die like rotten ftheep in the 

Wctet-india islands* In America we 

could Meruit forces for the West Indies 

with men inuied to ah hot climate, who 

would not su^r by death and sickness in 

any degree equal to the new levies sent 

from EngUmd ; With the additional ad*- 

vantage of keeping our. a^rfhy entire and 

in full vigour at home. I anxiously hope 

VOL. II. F F 
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'and trust 1 shall Uye.to see the day when 
0n i^iuince ofiensive and defensive wift 
•be formed between the two countries:; 
«as. Great Britain and America may defj 
ithe united powers of all Europe. Snielj 
•such an alliance between the two coun^ 
.tries ^ould be more advantageous and 
natural for both> than one with France^ 



A 



Otoe further observation, I recollect^ I 
n^a^e at General Dickenson's table :— ^^ ItfL 
process of . time, when your Western 
territories are perfectly settled fbomtbe 
'Qbio^ to the Mississippi, uliiich in time 
^cannot fail to be perfected; and when 
your Western and Southern Colonia be- 
coqae in population as num^mus .as tfa^ 
HBands of the sea — ^then. will the riches of 
Potosi attract the attention of the Anie- 
ricans^ to the conquest of Mexico and 
JB^ru. This is an object whid), from the 



i 
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It 

magftitUde of its wealth, is^ cwtain fti 
time to take place ; but^ as that cannot 
happen for at least -fifty or an hundred 
years, I think. Gentlemen, we should 
not postpone taking a part of the wealth 
•o€ that country immediately ; therefore I 
freely offer my services to the Congress 
on such an ^cpedition ; and, on my ho- 
nour, I will serve them as faithfully as I 
have my king and country I for I am a 
soldier of fortune/' So, taking the bot- 
tle, I filled a glass, and drank to an ei> 
|)edition against the Golden Spaniard. 
My toast was productive of much laugh- 
•ter, mirth, and good-humour, together 
with niany observations on thd situation 
'and w€?atth of the Spanish Golonies so 
contiguous to them ; and I am inclined 
to believe, that, at that time, even the 
company did not think that the p6sses* 
sion of the wealth of Mexico was quijte 

F F 2 
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80 difficulty or required so many years 
•pplicadoQ and study as to arrive at 
the knowledge of tbe Philosopfaer*s 
6toiie« 



Before I quit Philadelphia^ I cannot re*- 
frata from mentioning the toa&ts which 
were always given after dinner at tlic 
tables of the most distinguished charac- 
ters. I was invited by the* President of 
the Congress to dinner, when he gave the 
following in rotation : — ^The Congress — 
Our great and good ally the Kilig of 
France — ^The King of England — Gfeneral 
Washington — Sir Guy Carkton. These 
were the standing toasts; after which 
many convivial and poiite ones were 
given. At the time that tliese gentlemen 
were toasting the King of France as their 
great and good ally, poor Lewis never 
dreamed that they were drinking a sepa- 






43^ 

TatioD to his head from his bpdy ; but it 
ia well known now, that the revolution 
'^hich he favoured in America brought 
on hia destruction an4 the revolution In 
France. 



After my return from Philadelphia to 
New York, Sir Guy Carleton gave me 
leave to go to Nova Scotia, in order 
to petition the Governor of that province 
to allot lands for those fioldiers of our re*- 
giment, the British Legion, who chose to 
remain and settle in America. I landed 
at Halifax, and from thence sailed to Port 
Roseway and the River Jordan ; as well 
as to many other places. This coun- 
try may be described in a few words. 
In this province there is seven months' 
intense hard winter; during the pther 
five, the inhabitants live, without any 
intermission, in a thick fog« One hap- 

F F 3 
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^iness the p6or tettlers enjoy^ and I knovt 
of no other : In one day they can catch 
enough cod-fish to salt, without going 
above four or five miles from the shores 
to supply two or three families for a 
twelvemonth ; with a small patch of po- 
tatoes, therefore, they can ney^r starve. 

» 
I saw nothing here worthy of pbser^ 
ration, excepting a perpetual continu- 
ation of rocks and storiey mountains, 
-and an iron-bound coast, frightful and 
dangerous to the mariner. I was very- 
near being cast away on making Foft^ 
Roseway harbour: if the fog had not 
cleared up a little, in half a^ hour more 
we should have been driven by the ciir> 
rent on the breiakftrs ; for then we Were 
lying-to, having had a feint view of the 
land through the fog early that morning, 
from Halifax I returned to New York, 



gn board a frigate commanded by my 
/^d friend Captain Hawkins, now Admi* 
val WitsU^d^ . where I remained until Sir 
Guy Carleton, with the troops, evacuated 
that country. With that fleet I took 
my passage for England, and arrived in 
the Downii after near seven years* ah* 
senc^. 



Some months before I quitted Ame« 
rica, when my worthy and true friend. 
Colonel MfMahon took his departure. 
for England, at his kind request I 
gave him a power of attorney, jointly 
with my friend Tarleton, to endeavour at 
an arrangement of my a^rs prior to my 
arrival ; as it was agreed that, on my-ar« 

r 

rival in Europe, I should go to Calais^ 
and there remain until I knew how the 
}an4 lay in England* M'Mahon^ the^t \ 

? P 4 
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^lould. qoi be in want, generouslj gav« 
mc a credit on his. banker in Lottdion fop 
five hundred pounds. To .this friend i \ 
certainly owe all the happiness ?ind mis^ 
fortunes I have undergone ; for, bad it not 
been for hla exertions,. I never shoultt 
have come to England, bait gone to Ger^: 
many, where I am certain the Landgravu 
of Hesse-Cassel would have requited my 
services in a far more atisiictor)^ ieaaaner 
than this. country has done.. Wottl4 tor 
(5od I had neverj to. this hour, placed my 
foot on British grpunfdl ! I bad then mybalfi 
pay as M^jor in tb^ British service which I 
could have received abroad ; and, be^^dieat 
this, I had about two hundred and forty: 
pounds per annum left me by my kin^ 
mother, which sum was then totally un-^ 
impaired. With jny ei»ployi»«rit and pay. 
as a Hessian officer in his ^rjjjpie High-. 



laest'a serVke, I could have lired ihost 
tnagnificently, and iiever have knowii 
distress, or have been subjected to a pri- 
son, in a land of liberty. However, Fate 
Had decreed it otherwise. 



I am at length arrived at a period in 
the History of rny Life when I am able to 
testify my gratitude to a very old and in- 
timate friend, Mr, Richard TattersaH, for 
his unbounded friendship towards me ; a 
liberality and generosity of conduct that 
stands unrivalled. When he heard that 
Colonel M^Mahon w^as deputed by me to 
endeavour to arrange my shattered and 
plundered circumstances, so as to enable 
me tQ Jive in my native country, my dear 
and worthy friend, old Richard;, waited 
on Colonel M'Mahon, and joined his. ex- 
ertions : in fact, he took the whole bur^ 
then of my distresses oa Iiis own showl? 
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4^n, and employ^ his own lawyer to 
examine and investigate my afiairs« 

I will not trouble the reader with mi- 
niite particulars^ which could not be very 
amusing to him : but, after about two 
months* correspondence with me at Ca- 
lais, my friend Col. Tarleton was so kind 
as to come over to Calais to visit me, by 
Tattersairs desire, as he couldf in a few 
hours, make me more fully master of my 
afikirs than by writing fifty letters by the 
post, Tarleton staid four or five days 

with me ; nor shall I forget the letter he 

» . .' . 

brought me from Mr. Tattersall, to the 

last hour of my life. It was as follows, 

and ought to be written in letters of gol4 ; 

«  

*' My dear Major, 
^' I do insist on it that you will come 
home directly to England, to my house, 
where you ishall b^ p^ade haj>py. Tou 
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t^^yc bjaen robbed and plundered. I will 
bail you from every body who may ^rr^t 
you ; and, if jmi cannot pay, I will, 
^f I am, dear Major, &c. 

i' RlCHAllD TaTTERSALL,'* 



This letter, though very short, the 
reader must allow to be sweet. It is 
necessary I should state, that, for some 
yeare before I quitted England, I had 
lived, when in affluence, in the strictest 
terms of intimacy and friendship with 
this worthy old man, and had constantly 
kept up a correspondence with him dur^ 
ing the whple of the American war. He 
proved himself one of those few men in 
this world who do not d^ert an old friend 
in distress. 



It was agreed between Tarleton and 
ine, |)efore h& returned to England from 

2 
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friendly visit to me at Calais^ that 
I should not return to London until I 
had heard from him and Mr. Tatter- 
sall after his arrival there. In about 
ten days I received letters, and took 
my passage in the next packet for Do^ 
▼er, and arrived at my old friend Tat- 
tersairs. house, Hyde-Park Corner, where 
I was received with the truest friendi- 
ship, and remained under his hospita** 
hie roof for near a twelvemonth afterr 
wards. I here held a consultation with 
my lawyers, when they were of opinion, 
from the securities I had given, before 
my departure from England, for everj 
farthing I owed, that I could riot be cast 
in any action by which I might be ar* 
rested : however, to make things more se- 
cure, my lawyers were prepared to plead 
the Statute of Limitations. I knew not 
t^ri wfiat i^^t statute ufieant ; but I do 



now most tho^ti^ly ; tod I boH k dis«^ 
graceful for iuiy man t0 plead that.sta- 
t»te to evade tbe payiaent of juist debts ; 
but fiot in my ta$e, plirndct^d and strip* 
ped as I had been> and btoiq^t in debt 
by those who were the cause of my ruin, 
fey cpHipdliog a salie of nay estate, the 
patticulars of which I have already re*- 
lated> 6x>m the unfartuaate death of sny 
agent Mr, Wyattr who, had he Irvad^ 
would have pirevcnted all any misfor* 
t«ties. While he lived, they could not 
have foreclosed the mortage on lay 
estate ; and I should have been worth 
ten thoustod pounds, instead of bdng 
bej2S;ared and rained, it is not for me to 
comment on the propriety or impropriety 
of my own conduct: I relate the fects> 
and let the world judge me. From Tat*- 
tersall s house I sallied into the world, 
and in a short time was arrested for ber 
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twcen seven and eight hundred poufidd. 
This was all that was against me. (Hd 
Mr. Richard, and his son Edmund, (not^- 
my friend, the present Mr. TattersaH^) 
.were my constant hail. 

I brought, the. actions into court ; and> - 
the first "Cause I tried, the jury never left 
the box, nor even consulted together for 
jaore than a couple of minutes, and gavd 
a. verdict for me : after whiclv all the rest 
Avithdrew their actions, of which, I be- 

« 

lieve, there were nine or ten. 



My lawyers being prepared with the 
Statute of Limitations, as the great salvo 
of all, was of no material benefit to me ; 
for the whole world knows that a jury 
(especially of tradesmen) will never per- 
mit any statute to be pleaded to biasthelt 
judgment, when they perceived a direct 
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latent of the person to defraud a just e^e- 
dltor ; but mine was a very different case. . 
After I had been ruined and robbed of 
my estate, and plundered of my whole 
property, these creditors of mine were not 
satisfied^ without erideaviouring to confine 
iny body in a jail. Xbus, by compelling 
a; 5ale of my estate before a Master in 
Chiancery, from the uijibrtunate decease 
of my friend Mr. Wyatt> at a timci when 
land was fallen full one-^third in value, I 
was undone ; and, instead of being worth 
ten thousand pounds, was made about 
eight hundred pounds worse than nothing. 
I had now to begin the world again, after 
hating servied my country faithfully seven 
years. Had I not gone to America, I 
should have kept my estate ' to this mo- 
ment ; for, while I remained in England, 
my creditors could not have forced a sale. 
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The teftttner after I came to fitiglaiidi 
his Ro jai Highiiess, the Frince of Wales 
did me the honour to take me dovrn ^itb 
him to Brighton. I never sludi fbi^get 
the two or three first seasons I had the 
honour of being with him dieie. In aU 
my dajs before imd sinoe^ I never passed 
my time more agreeably^ or with greater' 
happiness; — ^they were indeed. the piea^ 
eantest days of aij life. I had good healthy 
good spirits ; was not on debt ; and had 
fto earthly care whatever to distract my 
mind. But, of late yeare, how has For* 
tunc frowned upon mel 



If I were not to acknowledge the pUi^ 
gations I owe lo the Prinoc df Wales^ 
1 should be worse than ungrate^ ; I 
;ihbuld be the basest of men. In af^» 
fluence^ in porerty, at liberty, and whcBi 
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th pfiBon, His kindness to me hsm nerer Va^^ 
tied : but, tbr one action beyond All otht^rsi 
I am truly indebted to him : when a pm 
GOner, and deprived of the poweir gf Ydi* 
dioating niyseif in public ditJes; wlkert 
the ever-busy tongue of caiaamy tiied tt 

ft 

6trip me of the only wfealth I possess^ oi^ 
character ai an officer and agmtlemab; im 
nbbly tatm forward/ pfedging himself H 
the falsehood of the assertion^ and steoUDod 
^he tide of public calumny, until Juaticfc 
^nd the law of the land proved thii baseneH 
of the aspersion, and covered mj toemita 
with shame. Fckt above sixteen yoart I 
iMve had the honour of his prtrftctim 
4ind acc^uaintance : it is hard, indeedi if I 
did not know him in so long a period of 

ft 

^me, who) I have Yiewed faim an erery 
stage> in health, on the bed of sicknesin. 
in >convinaI and in serious houraw This 
f^ince is Imt Uttk known tor ^ W9r^ 
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at large, who judge of him from nspoft 

only. 'WTiat is common report, hiit 4 

common prostitute ? To make ' her the 

standard of truth, is as erroneous, as to 

make thecaineleon the standard of ca« 

ioiir. A. day ishall come, vipers, when ye 

shall be compelled to swallow the pqison 

you here spit forth. By my honaur^t ^lid 

the sacred love and reverence J b<sir to 

truth, I am not induced to speak of him 

from his dignified station in life : I speak 

oiot of hiioi as being Prince of Wales. 

Were he an ensign on half-jpay, with "no 

jbtfaer support than that scanty pittance ; 

•or a clergyman jserving three churches f<w 

Yorty pounds a-year-^t wo situations most 

.deplorable, and the lea3t to. be epvied in life 

'—I woiild select him, above all mankin4, 

. for a companion and friend ; and by his 

Judgment I would be guided in the mp§t 

- weighty aod intricate concerns. His en^ 



in 

mi^es even acknowledge that he is thff 
most accomplished and best-bred gentle-? 
naan of the age; a master of langua^ei^ 
and an elegant classical scholar — ^threc 
i^tinguished qualities rarely to be met 
with in one man. 



, The, jeaf I canae to England, the con* 
Jtest^ flection for Westniinster (Fo^ 
^pod, and Wray^ candidates) took place. 
,Th© vy^alking, travellers;, Spillard and 
jSiewart, the Abyssinian Bruce, who has 
feasted Qij gteaks, cut from the rump of a 
living Qx.; and various others, who, in 

> * 

.their extensive travels, have encountered 
wild blasts, serpents, and crocodiles, 
i)re^kfasted and toasted muffins at the 

.pjojuth gf a yolcaQo — whom hunger 

^have, with joy, compelled to banquet 
on the leavings of a lion or a tiger, or 

..(he carcase of a dead alligator — who c^ 

O G 2 
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htAat df siiioktng the pips tf ]^% ividi 

the Little Carpenter and the Mdd £>og^-« 

fln4 liTed on terms t{ thfe- Strictest inti-^ 

Itoacy with tfie' Chfefdbees, the Chicke^i 

saws, and Chnctaws, and with all lh6 

aws and ees of that immense continelit-^ 

who, from the more temperate shore of 

tiie Ikfififiistippi, have extended their conrae 

tb the huming S6il (>f India atMl to th^ 

tiahkk of the Oattge&-^<^iH the ftotHk 

ttorth Etttt^pean seas to the ha:tika o^ ^ 

tem^tate and maim genial ^tf^rba^^ 

i>oa^t ^eir worldly e^p<eHe»ce at|d |ctMVW^ 

\tdgt of humati life-^but m one. inTm^r 

Inimhle dpini^h, has seetf rtnai Itfk, ot 

can inttt^ it, unless he has taken ah ac- 

tire part in a cont^ted election for West- 

taittster. tn no sdiodi can ^ man hb 

t&iiight a better lessoh of kumaii life Ihati 

at a eoftt<6^ted \Vfestfaihfi«ter ^lectioft,: 

there eah he view hMtttAh ftatcnt! in hei;' 



4m 

imest^ attire ; riot^ mur4er^ and 4ni]ik€ft^ 
«iiS8S ttr€ tSi^ ordefe o( the day, and briber^ 
and perjury Walk hand in hai^d j for mevf, 
^Who had no prelehsi<»n6 td vote, wete as 
plenty to be found in the Garden as tUfr 
tiips, who, at a very moderate fate, were 
Induced to polL A gentleman, to make 
i^i&iself of any considerable use to eith^ 
party, must possess a number of engage^ 
tug, familiar^ and cpndeiscending q^iali^ 
i;ies : be must hdp a porter up with hk 
Imdf shake hands witb a fii^woman, puM 
his. hat aff to an oyster^wenjch, kiss h 
;faallad-si^er, and be familiar with 1S0 b^-^ 
gar. If, in addition to th^se amiable goc^ 
qualities, he is a tolerable good boxer^ 
-can^ play a good stick, and in the even** 
iing drink a pail-fuli of all sorts of lir 
jquors in going the rounds to solieift 
voters at their various clubs, then, in- 
deed, he is a most hi^ly finished and 

Q Q 3 
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tisefiil agent* — In all the above accoin;^ 
plishments and sciences, except drinking, 
which I never was fond ^f, I have the 
vanity to believe that I arrived nerer tn 
perfection than any of my rivals. 

I should be itngratefuU indeed, if I did 
not testify- my thanks to those gallant 
troops of high rank and distinguished 
fame, the knights of the strap, and the 
black-diamond knights*, who displayed 
so much bravery and attadiment to our 
cause. By my soul, they are higher in 
my estimation than all the knights in 
Christendom together, not excepting even 
the Knights of Malta, with Quixote Paul 
at their head. At that time I formed a 
^reat intimacy with themi, which has 
continued to this day between us, for I 



»» 



* The Irish chairmen unci cosil-heaveril 
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never forget my old acquaintances when-^. 
ever I meet thiem, nor look upon my oZ4 
friends, with a heiv face\ whicK is too' 
jnux:h> in general, the custom of the 
world. We have shaken hands and 
drank together frequently since the time' 
of our active services. ; and I trust I shall 
live to taste many a good pot more of 
brown stout with them : I will ever ac- 
knowledge their gallantry and honest at- 
tachment. 



I vv^as eye-witness to a very singular 
circumstance, which if I did not re- 
late, I should be a very unfaithful his- 
torian : — ^When the numbers for Lord 
John Townshend began to increase ra- 
pidly on the poll, the adverse party, to 
delay pur polling so many in the day, 
substituted a device to delay our exer- 
tfons^ and to lessen, the numbers on the 

G G 4 
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pfiil-bo9k» ttiA 'mmted that erety vatm: 

trbo came to rote thould take the test** 

«atb. The celebrated £dmimd> Burke^ 

9f penuooed memoi7» came befon the 

hustings to give his Tote» accompankd 

with Feter Delmet Esquire; when the 

foU-clerk fox the qpposite party iiiforian> 

td Mr. Burke, that he had positive K^-dora 

iMi to permit any person s name what-s 

ever to be entered on the books ualesa 

they had taken the test-oath. Mr. Burke 

began to expatiate with him on the sub- 
ject, presuming, that^ as he was a m^n- 

ber of parliament, he would not in^s^ 

on his taking the test- oath. But ib^. 

clerk was positive, and Mr, PdioMi 

made no objection, though he also waD^ 

in Parliament, took the test-oath, and 

accordingly gave his Vote. But, when 

the clerk offered Mr. Burke, the Tm-t 

lament, Mr. Burke, with an indignant 
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Imk, and a rage not to be deaisrib-* 
ed, snatched the book oiitof the cMk's 
hands, and tte-cw it at Ws' bead : then 
walked indignantly away, muttering his 
resentment, hut wxthont gi^ng his vote* 
I: do not mean, by thb narrative of sira-* 
pie &c^, in the smaUest degree to ioxply 
any tfali^ more than that Edmun^ Btirks 
was very shy of the Testament on that 
^tai^n. 



I beg it may be well understood, be-^ 
fore I proceed with remarks on the West- 
minster elections, that it is very far from 
my intent to sing a recantation of my 
ti^wh actions ; but, after years of cool rer 
flection; I reflect with horror, that the capi* 
ial should have been so convulsed for four 
or five weeks by the faction of two pngt* 
ties cpntending for power. I trust I shall 
live to ^ee the time that all electiooa wiU 
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fiiiiflii in one day, and the votes taken psk^ 
rochialljt which would effectually pre-* ^ 
vent riot and perjury, and many other in^ 
ferior crimes which, at present are comr^ 
mitted at all elections.' Fine speeches 
every day were delivered from the hust- 
ings, endeavouring to unpress the minds 
of the people with the freedohi*«f elec- 
tions, and bow disinterestedly both 
parties acted for the public good, for 
the liberty of the people, and freedom of 
the nation. 



: I am bound in honour to render jus* 
tice to . each party for the strikiko 
PROOFS they gave of the sincerity of their j 

professions ; as it must be admitted that 
they manifested it to an eminent degree < 

by the freedom they displayed in break- 
ing eadi other's heads. Of that species 
of Jiborty each were abundantly lavishi. , 



^ At -present loiaust conclude the subject 
of. Westminster elections ; but, in my 
third volume, it^ is my intent to tr^at 
more at lar^ on that and on all other 
jelections. ^ . > • 



: . The reader, I hope^ will pardon me 
now for taking a very long hop, ptej>i 
and jump, over a period of above twelve 
jiCars of my life, more refilete with anec- 
dotes, and fully as fluctuating in circura^ 
•stances,^ as those years I have already de*- 
jscribed. For a narrative of those twelve 
interesting years I. must entreat their pa* 
lience for a, few months longer, until va 
^third yolume of my Life, Adventures, 
and Opinions appear before the Riblic c 
for L£nd these pages swelling to such a 
great extent that I am compelled .h^tily 
to conclude the volume, and approach 
that period when I surrew^edas a pri- 
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•9MV to (lh« mastdbal of did King s Bsftch 
prijMM, I vn.pttsuliul^r aaxioiis to pelaK 
l#y pQuduct when tfa«ine,.and the coom^ 
l^lOica .which led nic to. »0ac ix>n&id* 
meat* As I am neither ashamed or afraid 
of making known any thing I have done^ 
thf pvbU^ shftU h^ mtnutejjf infiormed of 

^pwrtiwlsrst 

. ^or f:« tb«t eIrPUliMlaQee taidng pUo0i 
i% lyUt hfi nceeMMy biie6jr to nanc^ hf 
vitBl mmai I w»s leditteed to mm, *kitt 
lutving got . over :|U foriaer diffieuhks ) 
An4 .M been blessed, not ovUy with a 
fiK>0}fort9bl9^ but an afHuent annual in* 
9^«Mj which was much more than I had 
f^!t$im to expect I should have attained) 
§f|^r ibe ritnout change^ of fortune and 
f)Qr«rty I had experienced. 

» 

> 
. I'Of: W7«nl yeatrs the Sast-Indk Com* 
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me on the ^crUitifig ^tvit«, i6 thift toviA* 
tty, fot their tUttny iil Itadini Ttvatt WftI 
iw sakiy attached to the femfiloyttifeflt : the 
Itaore active tay WfVi«5s Witt in betailf of 
the tionouraUe dotttp&iiy; thfe ^«At0* 
\vext m^ ptoftts. I lia^ birougfat tftii 

, • • • ... 

busiiieiss to such |Merfe(^ion, theft I tiHtf,, 
kny year after the &tst, made less than sht 
hundred peands profit. Dttfing the first 
year I intrinsically lost five hundred 
pounds. Which was e:^»ended tdstil^is 
ghsat tMchine gohig. Atte^ having bifscfc 
«»x)tind \xp this t«<irtttting*dW, It w^t* 
led Irut little kgAMkig, "ivhkAi ti^yivt^ 
tk^^nt stic!C<is&6S and t^egdlArit^' ^f* 

• » »  » 

^; I hstA ektendfed i&y eo^mfmie^tib^^ 
*o widfe and gehend, that ihetk -^tis hot 
^ .lox*^n in Enghind, *f cbttSd^HiekMSfr* i% 
'Which 1 h&A not Established a r^Ua? 

fp i^)^ Woisthy «nd «nd 
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firieads» Sir Stephen 'Lushiogton ami-Mr^ 
Bevay oeSi I am indebted for this . cm^ 
ployment. At the death of. Major Wei- 
don, who bad a warrant to recruk for 
the Eaat-India Company, they recoup*? 
mended me to succeed him. With truth 
}:may say, that, for several years, I occja- 
pied this Moployment to the satisfaction 
of the Honourable Company and witli 

» 

13'iedit to myself. 

; * An unfortunate dispute between th^ 
Board of Cootroul, and the Directors of 
the flononrable '£a$t4ndia Company, 
took place, T^tiye to the^ building of 
fk barradc in this country to receive the 
East-India recruits prior to ^ their being 
4&mbar)ged for Indiat This' system the 
India Directors opposed to a man, ex- 
cepting the Chairman and Deputy Chair** 
«j|>an. ' 4 ^<>ng:. 4^hate took p^ftceoq ti^ 
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Subject (at which I yms present) in the 
public court-room, and a very great mia^ 
jority, by vote, threw out the plan for 
erecting barracks. The Board of Gom 
troul, after that question was carried hj 
^ very great majority of Proprietors 
agaiiist them, thought fit to change 
the whole system of recruiting for the 
Honourable Company's army iii Indian 
and gave them recruits from Chatham 
bai;raGks. This put it out of the power 
of the Honourable Company to employ 
jne any longer. Thus I lost a very coih- 
fortable maintenance. It was not the 
;Jpss pf si?; hundred pounds per annum 
(tod I solpmnly declare I never made 
Jess) that I had alone to Janient ; but, 
having the honour of being employed by 
the India Company, I was perfectly isit^ 
^ed with my occupatidn> and judged k 
|is 9L certain employment; % Jife; ^o4 
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aa flttch it was uniYersalty eotisideted. 
The Honourable Company would ne^ 
rtt bave diachai^ged me from their ser^ 
wkt but in case of malpractices, which I 
truit they know I am incapable of com- 
mitting. This certainty, a« I looked on 
at« made me foit^ many other adrati^ 
tages« One, particularly beneficial^ waft 
prt>p69ed to me^ A reputable army^ 
agents who> it is very well knowuj^ made 
near thirty thousand pounds in the busi^ 
nesfi proposed to me (he haying a ca^ 
pitai s^ffident) to join with him in 
fetmitiitg melk for the qew r^ments 
whidi were going to be faised just at 
the breakit^ oi;^ of the w^tx an<i to be 
^ncert^ed together in a general agency- 
libt. I CQuH >l6Q hSfft Ii9^ s^poiQt- 
■#d lieiilfttBi^-'CQloixel tot a ^e^iafiebt of 
>^avidiy t^wn tamag on the Ccntine&t^ 
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blished, and is now in full pay. iTiese, 

two obje^cts did I relinquish: the £[rst> 

from principles of honour; that, when 

employed by the Honourable the East-* 

India Company, I could not engage to 

assist in recruiting for the line: as for 

» • 
the seconds it was not worthy my atten- 

tion to take an employment so inferior in 

point of emoluriient to the one I already 

possessed. I did not only suffer from 

losing an employment whieh brought me 

in annually above^six hundred pounds; 

but I lost at least six years of exertion, 

expended to no permanent solid purpose 

hereafter; and, during such a space of 

* ■- • 

time> an active mind,^ which, thanks to my 
God, I am endowed with ! would, if this 
employment had not presented itself^ 
have struck out some other equally as 
advantageous, and more to be relied on 
fer its continuance ; for, in so large a capi- 

VbL. II* H H 
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lal as London is, if a gentleman be not 
too proud to follow various occupations, 
he may very readily, and with not much 
trouble, find some employment which 
will prevent him from falling into the 
miseries of want ; although the business 

f 

he undertakes may not be of sufficient 
emolument to render his situation af- 
fluent. 



One misfortune seldom comes alone. 
Indeed I am convinced of it : and, my 
dear reader, have you not generally found 
it so? — I had also, for near four years, en- 
}oy6d a salaiy of three hundred pounds 
per annum, as Equerry to his Royal 
Highness the !Prince' of Wales ; which 
salary the arrangements made by Parlia- 
inent, relative to his Royal Highness's 
iSkirs, deprived me bf, by the reduction 
of bis household. Both these losses I sus^ 
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tained, and heavy ones they were ; nay, 
they were the more distressing, because 
the one took place shortly after the other. 
Thus, reader, did I lose, suddenly and un- 
expectedly, an income of above nine hun- 
dred pounds per annum — ^all at once, as it 
may be said. The two above employments! 
were surely most pleasant, and much to 
be envied ; as the profits derived from the 
first sprang from an honest exertion in 
.he se^ce of .he E^t-India Company; 
the emoluments derived from the second 
employment, were given me by a person- 
age, wherni it was not only an honour, 
but a pleasure to serve, I have reasori 
to complain bitterly of my misfortune* 
at this period of my life ; for* I am of 
ppi^ion there is no other instance of any 
person losing an income of nine hundred 
^unds a*year without having been guilty 

H H 2 
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of some misconduct or malpractices'; buf 
it was my misfortune that my pecuniary 
resources should be subjected to evenis 
which could not be foreseen or avoided. 



Once again I had risen to a state of 
ease and happiness^ after the various 
misfortunes I had sufiered^ when I was 
again most suddenly reduced to the great- 
est distress. I had fondly brought my 
mind to think that I had weathered all 

■V, 

tiie storms in life^ and brought my vessel 
into a quiet snug harbour : but how was 
I deceived ! for the hurricane of mis&>r- 
time, without giving me notice, drove me 
from my comfortable moorings into the 
troubled ocean> once more to seek the 
necessaries of life. I i»ow. b^an gra- 
dually to measure my steps towards the 
King*8 Bench ; and^ on the 2d of June 
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1 708> I surrendered to tijat prison, where 
I remained until the 6th of April 1 799, 
en which day I was discharged. 

Prior to my surrendering to the King's 
Bench, I was engaged in a family law- 
suit, which was decided by arbitration 
before a Master of the Court of King's 
Bench; by this I gained a considerable 
sum of money, when I compounded for 
my debts, and was discharged. My affairs 
on this occasion were settled in the fol- 
lowing manner :— My creditors were paid 
seven shillings and sixpence in the pound, 
in cash ; and I signed a bond to them to p^y 
them the remainder in future from every 
property I might have to receive by will, 
reversion, or entail. After allotting to them 
the various sums assigned them, there were 
forty odd pounds remaiining, which I 
took for my own use ; and that was all 

E H 3 
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I reserved to myself. I therefore started 
again to run the course of life, with | 
forty pounds capital stock, j 



' And now I shall beg forgiveness if 
I once more introduce myself into the 
Rules of the King's Bench, in order 
to mention a circumstance which I 
trust the reader will believe ; but if he 
has not faith enough in my word, I can 
shew him written documents, as I have 
preserved all the bills as brought in every 
Monday morning by my servant when they 
were paid : those bills will prove, that, on 
the average, I never spent above three shil- 
lings any one day during my residence in 
those blessed regions of rural retirement. 
I had two reasons for living so cheap: 
first, being of opinion a prisoner ibt 
debt should not be squandering money ; 
nor should he live sumptuously, yet Im 
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should not deny himself the necessaries 
:^J;'6f life; secondly, I was determined to 



j.^3j'; ascertain hov^ cheap a gentleman could 

:\"^;ijiVe, and want for nothing necessary to 

'^yT^f^^^ maintenance, namely, a hearty break* 

xi^jBat'-and dinner every day. Bread and 

' kC^ 'nijfeer were cheaper at that period than ajL 

•V,0».*tri^- moment; but meat was much the 

-W..«»;LSaiii0.,. The reader must be inform^ 

.•V//.i?^ I drank nothing but por* 



Sfore I surrendered to the King's 

^^.*^Bench ; nay, from the very eomme^ce- 

¥i.5:S^*t£»lient of this war, I endeavoured, by every 

'4 y^ and by repeated applications, to 

>' ::>|^^b*W employed on active service : I even 

• •-r'/&f|^ to form a corps from the con-» 

:'k?^^Ci^^^^ shewing how> after the war, they 

''-'J^''\: ^^'^^^ be provided for, and not be turned 

>^ i: V- • i^ilrift in the world again : And two 
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years before the act for that purpose took 
place, I suggested the -permission for the . 
militia to enlist in the re^ments of the 
line. I also proposed to be aHovred te 
take one thousand volunteers, at a sraaHi . 
bounty, from the militia, and train them;* ^ 
to the use of the -rifle-gun — a scienc^. .: ' 
which I have made my studv ev^r sinc^- ;V •: 
I was sixteen years old. - • - ;%-.. * 

• * •  %•,'•' •• . 

Finding every channel shut up to ^§^<*5^Vi 

solicitations for employment, I thea i^tKa^ 



solved to apply myself to ' trade^ aijul, 4qfei«5. ^ I 
May 1 800, commenced coal-rtidrchant/^/^c^ 

• i 

it has;l>een circulated and reportedy .i«v.( ^\ 
order to injure n>e in ipjt i^pw- pFofeswoni* v.? 
that I receive «a certain sum per chaldron • 
commission. On my honour>- the rc^rt 
is absolutely false ! I am allow edi.an4^n^ 
nu^ salary, which, with pruoence, will 
keep *iiae- from w^ht, by a generous 
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fnttni^ who has undertaken this business 
to serve me, and to set the trade a-going- 

By the distinguished favours I have 
already been honoured VK:ith, by a fiir- 
ther protection from the Public in favour- 
ing me with their commands to supply 

- their families with coatst, and by the or* 

defs which are weekly increasing, I shalt; 

. I Irust, be able to relieve my friend from 

. . , his anxious exertions, and to establish the 

\ ii.'%tade myself, in a few months, on a 

•'■ *••♦. . .  • , '' 

'solid and permanent commercial basis* 
Sunt mihi delicia, sint mihi divititc, 
CnrhoneSj is my motto. May the bkck^ 
diamond trade flourish with me ! which, 
if it receives, as I trust it will, a gc-* 
nerous support from the Public, cannot 
fail of success. 

To a man whose affairs Ijuave been so 

VOL. II. I I 
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deranged for a long periocl of years, it is 
no small degree of satisfaction that his 
pecuniary obligations are confined to a 
very few persons. Mine are concentrat- 
ed in three noble Earls — the largest sum 
two hundred pounds, the smallest one 
hundred. At the same time that I ac- 
knowledge my gratitude, it is doubly 
pleasing, on reflection, that their charac* 
ters are so eminently respected by the 
world at large, as well as by me. 



One lingular mark of generous friend- 
ship I experienced from an old acquaint- 
ance, who had been for years acquainted 
with poverty, (that worst of crimes,) and 
who came suddenly, by the death of a 
near relation, to a command of money. 
He offered me two thousand pounds, re- 
questing me not to think of paying him 
-^until I should be a rich man. I refused 
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it, on this ptinciple^ — I knew I never 
should be able to repay him, and held it 
dishonest to borrow a sum so large that 
I never should be able to refund. I took 
one hundred pounds from him : he press^ 
ed the whole on me, almost to an injuqc- 
tion. 



Twice have I began the world anew, 
I trust the present century will bfe more 
favourable to me than the p^st. — Falete 
gt plaudite / 



THE END. 
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